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Please see Giant Recreation World Inc., page 19

now surpassing pre–recession levels,

according to the Recreational Vehicle

Industry Association. Falling fuel prices

are helping RV sales, which are consid-

ered “lifestyle” purchases.

During the economic downturn, few

industries were hit as hard as the RV

business. The market shrunk signifi-

cantly. Reductions in financing and

discretionary consumer spending caused a

ripple effect throughout the entire sector.

But the industry continues to evolve.

There is even “RV University,” a provider

of educational videos, books, and informa-

tion for the “RVing” public, launched by

Mark Polk, who started in the industry as

an apprentice technician.

While the RV industry is one of the

first businesses to be impacted by a

recession, it is also one of the first to

experience growth during an economic

recovery, like we’re seeing today. And RV

dealers are upbeat about the future of

their industry.

One of them, Winter Garden–based

Giant Recreation World Inc., marking its

40th year of business in 2016, is in a

growth mode and has a blueprint for

expansion that includes Brevard County.

As motorhome RV shipments hit a

10–year high in November, the company

is better positioning itself in various

Central Florida markets.

A family run enterprise, Giant

Recreation World currently has a location

on North U.S. Highway 1 in the Palm

Shores area of Melbourne. Looking to

increase its visibility in the Brevard

market, the company will be relocating

that store to Palm Bay.

Giant Recreation World, Central

BMS is on the job building Giant Recreation World’s new complex in Palm Bay

Area firm Building Management Systems Inc. is the general contractor for Giant Recreation World’s new 32,000–square–foot sales and service facility on Culver Road in Palm Bay. The company recently
broke ground on the project, which will feature full demonstration campsites. From left: David Tom, Construction Engineering Group, lead civil engineer; Dave Nagrodsky, DNA Architects Inc.; Sisi Packard,
BMS, project manager; Jon Turner, BMS, field supervisor; Larry McNamara, GRW, president and chief executive officer; Jason Bartlett, BMS, president; and Joe McNamara, GRW, service manager.
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By Ken Datzman

Newspaper headlines of late have

declared the sale of recreational vehicles

healthy: “RV industry revs back up after

recession,” “RV industry rides a smoother

road to greater sales,” and “RV industry

back in the driving seat,” for example.

The recreational vehicle industry

started rebounding from the deep

recession around 2011 and sales have

stayed on track. Consumers are cuddling

up to new product innovations and

amenities that manufacturers are rolling

out, everything from fully equipped

kitchens and baths to queen–sized beds,

making RV travel more convenient and

luxurious.

This is an exciting time for the RV

industry because shipments to dealers are
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A giant leap
   for healthcare

Parrish Medical Center is the

*.
®,

 Our integration includes , a Mayo Clinic 
Care Network member and one of the nation’s most recognized hospitals for clinical 
quality, patient safety and healing environments; 
as a patient-centered medical home; and ®, a regional network of 
healthcare providers, insurers and others working together to improve quality and safety 
and lower healthcare costs on behalf of individuals, families and businesses. 

®
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Pluto New Horizons Exploration
Team earns the Swigert Award

COLORADO SPRINGS — A mission nearly 10 years in

the making, New Horizons left Earth on Jan. 19, 2006.

Speeding through the solar system at more than 50,000

miles per hour, the spacecraft completed the first ever flyby

of dwarf planet Pluto on July 14, 2015.

On the three billion mile journey, New Horizons came

within 1.4 million miles of Jupiter, crossed the orbits of

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune and successfully became the

first manmade spacecraft to reach Pluto, coming within

7,750 miles of the surface and taking the first high–

definition photos of the dwarf planet.

In recognition of this accomplishment, the Space

Foundation will present the Pluto New Horizons Explora-

tion Team with the 2016 John L. “Jack” Swigert Jr. Award

for Space Exploration.

“The world fell in love with Pluto’s heart, and the

mission brought the curiosity of space exploration to the

forefront of everyone’s minds,” said Space Foundation

Chief Executive Officer Elliot Pulham. “The spacecraft

spent the majority of the flight in hibernation, being

awakened about 50 days a year for spacecraft and instru-

ment checks. Data collection continues into 2016 making

the Pluto New Horizon’s mission not only a success, but

also an inspiration.”

The 2016 Swigert Award will be presented April 11

during the opening ceremony of the 32nd Space Sympo-

sium here at The Broadmoor. The ceremony is co–

sponsored by Northrop Grumman, and the award is given

annually by the Space Foundation to the person or

organization that has made the most significant accom-

plishments in advancing the exploration of space during

the previous year.

The award honors astronaut Jack Swigert, a Colorado

native who served with retired U.S. Navy Capt. James

Lovell Jr. and Fred Haise on the legendary Apollo 13 lunar

mission, which was aborted after the perilous rupture of an

oxygen tank en route to the Moon. People around the world

watched as NASA overcame tremendous odds to return

the crew safely to Earth.

Before joining the Apollo program, Swigert was a

combat pilot for the U.S. Air Force in Japan and Korea and

an engineering test pilot for North American Aviation Inc.,

and Pratt and Whitney. In 1982, he was elected to the

U.S. House of Representatives, but died of cancer before

taking the oath of office. The Space Foundation, founded in

1983 in part to honor Swigert’s memory, created the

Swigert Award in 2004 in tribute to his lasting legacy of

space exploration.

The Space Symposium is the annual gathering of

all sectors of the global space community, to be held

April 11–14. Visit www.SpaceSymposium.org to see the

agenda and list of speakers, and for secure online registra-

tion, meal tickets and lodging reservations.

The event sponsors include: A.I. Solutions, Aerojet

Rocketdyne, Arianespace Inc.; ASRC Federal, BAE

Systems, Colorado Space Coalition, El Pomar Foundation,

Intelsat General Corp., Northrop Grumman, Raytheon,

Scitor Corp., SES Government Solutions, Stellar Solutions,

and United Launch Alliance. “Aviation Week,” “Satnews”

and “Space News” are media partners.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

® approach
®

Confident Retirement  is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940  
321.622.8371 | leasha.flammio@ampf.com

Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.ementementg g yementement
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In prior centuries, when we had less technology,

learning was more appreciated. All the progress that has

been made up to this point is due to a natural curiosity and

a hunger for learning that could only be fed with answers.

Galileo, Plato, and Newton were not focused on either

the wealth they would gain or the title they would hold

when they sought the answers to their many questions.

They succeeded because they learned how to learn, and

with that they were able to set ideas that would propel us

into the centuries to come.

The majors that we declare all have a unique purpose

within them. Each class that is taught provides a different

glimpse of a bigger picture. With every component that is

understood, we are more equipped to understand society’s

progress and continue expanding on those foundations.

It is the knowledge that we obtain, our ability to learn

and our potential to grow that gives significance to our

diplomas. This is what graduate programs and employers

look for. Sometimes we are so focused on the end goal that

we lose sight of education’s purpose.

Education provides us with certain tools that you can’t

copy, paste, or even Google. Unfortunately, a majority of

students haven’t gotten that memo.

In 2006, a panel of higher education representatives

released the following statement: “We are disturbed by

evidence that the quality of student learning at U.S.

colleges and universities is inadequate and, in some cases,

declining…” and “Employers report repeatedly that many

new graduates they hire are not prepared to work, lacking

the critical thinking, writing and problem–solving skills

College student: Challenge yourself to learn more than is just being taught
By Elizabeth Santiago
UCF Forum columnist

When I was a freshman, a psychology course completely

changed my perspective on life.

I remember on the first day of class my professor

provided a reality check to us that we so desperately

needed. He wanted to erase the stigma that students often

feel that they should just go to college with the focus of

obtaining a job upon graduation.

Most of us, myself included, came to the university with

career goals in place, and college was a vital piece to the

puzzle. Even now, many students I know view their

colleges as vocational schools rather than institutions that

promote learning.

In 2012, according to UCLA’s Higher Education

Research Institute, 74.6 percent of incoming university

students said an important reason to attend college is “to

make more money.”

Where has the love for learning gone?

needed in today’s workplaces.”

Though our opportunity and technology has increased

significantly, many students are still finding themselves

unprepared to take on the world. I believe that students

have moved into an era in which many study with the

purpose of passing exams rather than studying to truly

learn and understand the material and the tools that are

provided.

UCF is known for its diversity, but we are all intricately

connected by our pursuit of knowledge. We have been

provided the best of teachers and many other resources in

order to ensure that we are successful in our endeavors

and expand our minds to new horizons.

Let us prepare best for our futures by challenging

ourselves to learn more than what is being taught and use

our classes as a foundation for learning outside the

classroom. Let us change ourselves to branching out and

familiarizing ourselves with concepts outside of our “life

plans.” I am sure we’d find an unexpected connection.

Instead of regarding college as just a prerequisite to our

careers, let us see the beauty in learning. Know that with

every exam, assignment and lecture, we are one step closer

to cracking life’s code.

Elizabeth Santiago is a UCF junior majoring in
psychology and a member of the President’s
Leadership Council. She can be reached at
EeaSantiago7@Knights.UCF.edu.

Blue Origin’s Scott Henderson to discuss future launch landscape at space meeting
Scott Henderson, Blue Origin Orbital launch–site director, will be the guest speaker for the National Space Club

Florida Committee meeting at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 9, at the Radisson Resort in Cape Canaveral. His presenta-

tion is titled “Technology, Tourism and Tomorrow’s Launch Landscape.”

Henderson is responsible for launch–site selection, development and activation, and mission operations for Blue

Origin’s orbital human transportation system. Before joining Blue Origin, he was vice president at Raytheon. Henderson

also led the launch safety and mission–assurance team at Space Explorations Technologies (SpaceX), where he helped

launch the first Falcon launch vehicles and Dragon capsules. He joined SpaceX in October 2009, after a distinguished

career in the U.S. Air Force.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in astronautical engineering from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1985. He holds a

master’s degree in engineering management from the Florida Institute of Technology and was a National Defense Fellow

at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2005. For reservations for the luncheon, contact LaDonna Neterer at

LaDonna.J.Neterer@Boeing.com or register at www.NSCFL.org.

2015 was record year for the Brevard Zoo as 463,998 people passed through gates
With 463,998 people passing through its gates, the Brevard Zoo and Treetop Trek saw more visitors in 2015 than in

any other year. This figure smashes the previous record of 447,302 visitors set in 2012. “We have continued to see steady

growth in attendance over the course of the last several years,” said Andrea Hill, the Brevard Zoo’s director of marketing

and communications. “Much of this can be attributed to our focus of continuously adding new things to make the guest

experience even better. We offer a really great product for residents and visitors to the area.”

Hill said that the Brevard Zoo will make more improvements in 2016, including an expanded jaguar habitat, new

Treetop Trek obstacles, parking improvements and the launch of two premium “behind–the–scenes” animal experiences.

Construction on Australasia enhancements will begin in the late spring with completion expected in 2017.

The Brevard Zoo’s conservation department also saw “unprecedented” growth in 2015, working with volunteers to

build more oyster reefs than ever before. New initiatives such as seed–bomb deployment have been met with overwhelm-

ing positivity from community members. The Brevard Zoo is a not–for–profit organization that does not receive any

regular government funding. It relies on visitors, members and private contributions to support its mission of “wildlife

conservation through education and participation.”
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To Be Continued ...

number (321) 271–6029 to Defendant Loyd have been documented.

As Sheriff of Brevard County, Florida, would you please tell Brevard Business News why the “256” calls 
would have been placed between you and Defendant Loyd, the wife of a Brevard County Sheriff’s Office 
Corrections Deputy? 

Thank you, 
Bill Roth 
Brevard Business News 
Special Projects Editor 
Brevard Business News, Inc. 
(321) 951–7777 
BrevardBusinessNews.com 
BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net
4300 Fortune Place Suite D 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

BCC 01: Florida Sheriffs' Departments
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Workspaces that
         Work Wonders

For information on how we 
transform workspaces for 
businesses, schools, and 
medical facilities, call us at 

321.723.5003.

Interior Design Furniture

abinteriors.com

our mission is not just education, 

it is transformation.

“ I plan to attend 

Cornell University. 

This dream would not 

have been possible without 

the help and support of

 the devoted faculty and 

college counselors 

at MCC.”

- trevor mills

“The rigorous curriculum and 

encouragement from my instructors 

has left me empowered and 

confident that I will achieve my goals 

in college and beyond. My experience 

at MCC has already helped me earn 

honors as a finalist for both the 

National Merit Scholar and 

QuestBridge programs.” 

- katie kelley

321.727.0793  |  www.melbournecc.org
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Stetson University graduates find success
after college; 91 percent are employed
or continuing on to graduate school

DELAND — A college education is one of the most

important investments a student can make. New data

show a Stetson University education could be an even

wiser move. After surveying 542 graduates, Stetson

University found 91 percent of the 2015 graduating class

are employed or continuing their education.

“We are incredibly proud that Hatters have turned a

strong liberal arts education into tangible skills that

employers are actively seeking,” said Tim Stiles, executive

director of Career and Professional Development at

Stetson University. “We are equally proud of our faculty

who worked hard to ensure a Stetson degree means

success long after students finish their last exams here.”

The figures from the recently released 2015 cohort of

undergraduate degree recipients found that 58 percent of

Stetson graduates landed full– or part–time employment,

and another third are continuing their education.

The positive, growing job market in Florida contributed

to the substantial gains. Of the 58 percent who chose the

job market, 81 percent remained in the Sunshine State,

accepting employment in Florida.

Of respondents who are working after graduation,

87 percent indicated their primary post–graduation

occupation to be very related or somewhat related to their

career goals. More than half of graduates indicated they

had completed an internship while working on their

Stetson degree, and nearly a third of those were offered

full–time employment as a result of their internships.

Graduates accepted offers in various career paths

including flight attendant for Allegiant Air, teacher for the

Volusia County School District, software engineering

specialist for General Electric and second lieutenant in the

U.S. Army.

“These figures reveal Stetson’s value to the community

as not just a place to learn, but as a place that prepares

today’s students for lives of significance beyond the

classroom,” said Stiles.

The economy also figured positively on the increased

percentage of recent graduates who perceived they could

afford to continue their education. For respondents going

on to graduate school, 18 percent are pursuing education

related to the legal profession, 11 percent related to

psychology, 10 percent related to the health professions,

and eight percent in each of three areas: education,

business and biological sciences.

The survey also noted an evolving view of success. This

group offered several anecdotes, equating success with

narratives such as “achieving my goals while maintaining

my integrity and happiness,” and “doing something you

are passionate about and that makes you happy.”

The 2015 cohort includes individuals who received

bachelor’s degrees in July 2014, December 2014 and

May 2015. The new Stetson Outcomes Survey (formerly

the Stetson First Destination Survey), administered for the

first time to the 2015 cohort, is a more comprehensive,

scientific, and lengthy survey than previous years.

Founded in 1883, Stetson University is the oldest

private university in Central Florida, providing a “trans-

forming education in the liberal arts tradition.”
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Your generosity inspires us to go beyond “what is” 
and strive for what can and should be. 

Through our work in Education, Income and Health–
the building blocks of a good life–we are focused on what 
it takes to be self-sufficient, and working to help people 
help themselves. Our goal is to create long-lasting change 
by addressing underlying causes of community problems. 
Everyone wins when kids succeed in school, and when adults 
can secure jobs, manage their finances and provide a healthy 
environment for their families.
 
This is your opportunity to make a difference. We can 
inspire hope for those in need and create opportunities 
for a better tomorrow.

PLEASE MAKE A GIFT TODAY!
 

           UWBREVARD.ORG            FACEBOOK.COM/UNITEDWAYBREVARD              @UNITEDWAYCOCOA

United Way of Brevard
937 Dixon Blvd • Cocoa, FL 32922

BE PART OF SOMETHING GREAT.

I’ll support United Way with a gift of $________  

Name: 

Address:

Keep me informed - email me:

Mail to: UNITED WAY OF BREVARD • 937 DIXON BLVD, COCOA, FL 32922 • WWW.UWBREVARD.ORG

UNITED WAY OF BREVARD (REGISTRATION #CH14) PROVIDED NO GOODS OR SERVICES, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION. NO PROFESSIONAL SOLICITORS WERE HIRED TO RAISE THESE 
FUNDS. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE 
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

 Cash    Check (payable to United Way of Brevard) 

 Credit Card (Visit www.uwbrevard.org and click the give button)

BBN15
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or call 321 723 3211

Located in Melbourne, Florida

Now enrolling grades 6 through 12 

Four week Summer Program begins 11th July, 2016

JOIN US DURING OUR NEXT OPEN HOUSE, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13TH AT 9:30AM

Are you looking for a different kind of school?

A place that values Leadership A place that values Leadership 

Where your child can learn alongside students 

and Character as highly as Academic Achievement?

Consider Florida Prep
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LBA Hospitality names Fraticelli general manager of the new Homewood Suites in Cape Canaveral
9000 Astronaut Blvd. The property is situated just minutes

away from both Port Canaveral and the Kennedy Space

Center. LBA broke ground on the hotel in October 2015

and will manage it upon the completion of construction in

March 2016.

Founded in 1973, LBA Hospitality is a hotel manage-

ment, development and consulting firm. With more than

60 properties in 10 states, “LBA Hospitality is the premier

hotel developer for the Southeast.” For more information

on the company, visit www.LBAHospitality.com.

LBA Hospitality, a full–scale hotel management,

development and consulting firm, has named Dominic

Fraticelli the general manager of its new Homewood

Suites in Cape Canaveral, which is scheduled to open in

March 2016.

As general manager, Fraticelli will oversee the

property’s day–to–day operations while embracing LBA’s

company–wide goal of providing “exceptional” guest

service.

“While Dominic is new to the LBA team, we are

impressed by his extensive hospitality experience and the

level of dedication he has already brought to the property,”

said LBA President Beau Benton.

A seasoned hotelier, Fraticelli has worked in the

hospitality industry for more than 15 years. Before joining

LBA, Fraticelli served as area manager of five Chartwell

Hospitality properties. His resume also includes serving as

general manager for Hampton Inn in Titusville.

The 153–room Homewood Suites Cape Canaveral is at

Brevard Humane Society fund–raiser set for Historic Cocoa Village seeks sponsors
COCOA — The Brevard Humane Society is inviting local businesses and rescue groups to take part in its 10th annual

“Mardi Gras Paws in the Park” event, to be held in conjunction with Cocoa Village Mardi Gras from 11 a.m. to 4 p. m. on

Sunday, Feb. 21, at Riverfront Park in Historic Cocoa Village. Sponsorship opportunities for Mardi Gras Paws in the

Park are for individuals and businesses, beginning at $50. The cost for businesses to be a part of the Vendor Village at

Mardi Gras Paws in the Park is $50. All rescue groups may participate at “no charge” (pending space availability).

Vendors and rescue groups must supply their own tables, chairs, promotional materials, display racks and set–up staff.

Mardi Gras Paws in the Park is a free family and pet–friendly event that will include pet contests, a bounce house for

the children, live music, food and much more. Friendly, leashed and vaccinated pets are welcomed to the park.

The Brevard Humane Society is a “no–kill–for–space” facility that receives no support from tax dollars. All of their

funding comes through donations, adoption fees, product sales, their five Molly Mutt Thrift Shops, fund–raisers and other

pet–related services. For more information on the organization, call 636–3343 or visit BrevardHumaneSociety.com.
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Please see Children’s Home Society of Florida, page 15

Children’s Home Society’s Greek–themed ‘Portraits of Possibilities’ at Life
Center Hall at Holy Name; CHS launches two new educational programs
By Ken Datzman

Nine years ago, community volunteer Maria Seelman

founded “Portraits of Possibilities,” a fund–raising event

that supports Children’s Home Society of Florida’s Brevard

operations. Her hands–on involvement steering the

benefit, which always features an international flare, has

helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for the

nonprofit organization.

The proceeds have uplifted the lives of a growing

number of vulnerable children and families in the commu-

nity. In 2015, for example, the money raised from the

event provided care for more than 5,000 children and

families in the county, through a range of targeted

programs including “Healthy Start,” which works to reduce

infant mortality and the number of low birth–weight

babies born in Brevard each year. That particular initia-

tive reached more than 3,000 women in the region, thanks

to Portraits of Possibilities.

“We have a dedicated Portraits of Possibilities commit-

tee that works hard to make this event a success every

year,” said Seelman, who first become involved as a CHS

volunteer 12 years ago. “We have a team of ‘worker bees.’ I

think this year’s event is going to be the best ever. The goal

is to raise $150,000 for Children’s Home Society. I would

be very pleased if we hit that number. We did $120,000

last year. All the money we raise helps fund local CHS

programs. That’s very important to me, in that we take

care of our own first.” In eight years, the program has

generated more than $650,000 for the local Children’s

Home Society.

Her volunteer committee members include: Jocelyn

Bronson, Mary Devereaux, Susan Extein, Penny Goode,

Irene Hallquist, Sunny Kincaid, Marcia Pascal–Guarino,

Laverne Whapples, Donna Witek, Penny Caughfield,

Duggan Kowalski, Ioanna Hawkins, Debbie Grant, Suzy

Haughwout, Laura Kutryb, Candy Starkey, Dawn

Badolato and Tracy Good.

The ninth annual Portraits of Possibilities is set for

6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 20, at the Life Center Hall at

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Indialantic. This

year’s event is themed “An Evening in Greece,” and will

feature live entertainment, silent and live auctions,

gourmet food and beverage stations, and a fun casino to

liven up the party. The casino sponsor is the Flammio

Financial Group. The Life Center Hall can accommodate

up to 450 people.

“We’re looking to fill the facility,” said Seelman. “This is

a new venue for the event. The Life Center Hall has

everything we need to host this benefit, which saves the

Children’s Home Society money because we do not have to

provide the kitchen equipment and other items ourselves.”

Individual tickets to Portraits are $150. They can be

purchased at CHSPortraits.com or by calling 752–3170,

extension 235. Seelman said the event is seeking sponsors,

with various amenities offered with each package,

including tickets to the benefit. The sponsorships start at

$500 (Friend). Maria Seelman and her husband Dr. Robert

Seelman are the Portraits of Possibilities title sponsor.

Many sponsors are supporting the event, including the

Starkey Financial Group of UBS, Cancer Care Centers of

Brevard/Dr. Ravi Shankar, the André Family Foundation,

and Highland Mint.

Maria Seelman said she spent the last couple of weeks

working the phones raising sponsorship dollars, with

businesses and individuals embracing her mission. In two

weeks, she received commitments for roughly $45,000. If

you are interested in being an event sponsor, contact

Nicholas Geinosky, CHS Brevard’s charitable giving

director, at Nicholas.Geinosky@CHSFL.org or call him at

752–3170, extension 235.

The program will include gourmet Greek food and

desserts. Tim Webber Events is the caterer. “The menu

will feature fabulous Greek dishes,” said Maria Seelman.

The offerings will include Moussaka, an oven–baked

casserole of layered eggplant with spiced meat filing

topped with a creamy béchamel; Paella, a plate of shrimp,

scallops, calamari, and mussels sautéed in chopped tomato

and garlic, over rice topped with Greek goat cheese

manouri; Spanakopita, served with fresh spinach and feta

cheese; and Keftedakia, Greek meatballs accented with

oregano, mint, and onions.

There not only will be all–Greek food served, but the

Life Center Hall will feature Greek statues and even

Greek dancers. “It’s going to be over the top,” said Maria

Seelman. Committee members Hawkins and Grant

recruited the Greek dancers. “We’ll also be giving out

Greek ‘worry beads’ to the attendees. The beads are made

in Greece,” said Maria Seelman.

St. Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church on Wickham

Road in Melbourne is helping to announce the event

Children’s Home Society will host its annual ‘Portraits of Possibilities’ fund–raiser on Saturday, Feb. 20, at Holy Name of Jesus in Indialantic.
Tickets and sponsorships are available for the event. From left: Nicholas Geinosky, charitable giving director, CHS; Irene Hallquist, committee
volunteer; Tracy Good, committee volunteer; and Maria Seelman, event founder. They are at CHS in Melbourne.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Wesche Jewelers, page 17

Wesche Jewelers set for Valentine’s Day with promotion; Estate Jewelry
Event; Holly Wesche on the Executive Committee of Jewelers of America
By Ken Datzman

This year, Americans will spend an estimated

$18 billion on Valentine’s gifts. It’s the second–highest

grossing holiday for retailers, behind Christmas, of

course. Jewelry, flowers, and premium chocolates are

gifts of choice for Valentine’s Day. Dining out is popular,

too.

Wesche Jewelers is packaging all four of these gift

favorites into one offering as the longtime independent

retailer rolls out its $99 promotion for Valentine’s Day,

which is Sunday, Feb. 14. “We think that our Valentine’s

promotion provides the consumer with value. And we

carry a lot of great items that start at $50,” said busi-

nesswoman Holly Wesche, owner of Wesche Jewelers on

North Wickham Road in Melbourne, next door to Space

Coast Credit Union’s headquarters.

With a purchase of $99 or more at Wesche Jewelers,

the buyer will receive gift certificates for flowers,

chocolates, and dinner, in addition to the merchandise.

Wesche Jewelers is working with various quality vendors

to provide these items, she said.

The flower vendor is Suntree Florist. The certificate

will be good for the entire month of February, for a single

rose — red, yellow, white or pink, for example. The rose

will come in a bud vase with greenery. “Suntree Florist

does a really nice presentation,” said Wesche.

Twenty percent of all flower transactions happen

during Valentine’s, according to one research report,

including the sale of 250 million roses.

The candy vendor for the promotion is Lindt, the

well–known Swiss chocolatier. The customer will receive

a heart–shaped box of chocolates.

For the dinner part of the Valentine’s offering, which

is a $25 gift certificate, Wesche Jewelers has partnered

with Restaurant.com. “There are a lot of restaurants in

the region that are participating in the program, so the

customer will have a selection of good choices,” she said.

The Restauant.com list includes Trend Kitchen, a

new contemporary fine–dining restaurant in Indian

Harbour Beach that has been receiving strong customer

reviews on Google.

Wesche Jewelers anticipates seeing an upswing in

Valentine’s sales led by its new two–stone jewelry

collection. “Two–stone collections are the hottest trend in

jewelry right now, with independent stores, chain stores,

and other retailers. These collections have really

resonated with a lot of people. We sold quite of few of

them during the holiday season, and expect to sell even

more for Valentine’s,” said Wesche, whose store’s

collection is called “Twogether.”

Across the nation, the collections are marketed under

various names. Two–stone rings or pendants are a

symbolic way to show your commitment to your signifi-

cant other, said Wesche. She said her store has a sizable

two–stone collection. “It’s primarily ring–driven, but we

did sell a good number of pendants during Christmas

and we even have pairs of earrings in the collection.”

December through March are especially good months

for Wesche Jewelers. The Christmas season is followed

by Valentine’s Day and then comes the store’s annual

Estate Jewelry Event, which draws people from around

the region and beyond.

This year’s public event is from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on

Saturday, March 19. Wesche Jewelers partners with a

fourth–generation estate and antique jewelry vendor.

There will be more than $3 million in estate and antique

jewelry for sale, said Wesche.

“We have partnered with this company for more than

20 years. They are recognized as one of the top–10 estate

and antique jewelry buyers in our industry. They buy at

auctions and always have some celebrity pieces as part of

their offerings.”

She added, “One year we had a necklace that was

owned by Farrah Fawcett. We’ve had items from John

Wayne and from Bette Midler. The last show we held we

had some pieces from Lana Turner. And we’ve had some

Holly Wesche of Wesche Jewelers in Melbourne is vice chairwoman of Jewelers of America in New York City, one of the industry’s leading
organizations. Her late great–uncle, Herb Underwood, a longtime retail jewelry store entrepreneur in Jacksonville, once served as its
president. Wesche Jewelers will host its Estate Jewelry Event on Saturday, March 19. It’s one of the store’s biggest events and includes
celebrity pieces and antique jewelry.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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MERRITT ISLAND — The Junior League of Central

and North Brevard (JLCNB), a not–for–profit organiza-

tion, is accepting applications for its 2016 Scholarship

Program.

Two $500 scholarships will be awarded, The Thomas

Oliver Brown Memorial Scholarship and the Junior

League of Central and North Brevard Scholarship. Each

will recognize Central and North Brevard County students

who demonstrate a commitment to voluntarism. Appli-

cants must be high school students who have been

accepted to attend an accredited two–year or four–year

college or university in the United States, full–time.

“The JLCNB enjoys awarding these scholarships every

year”, said Stacy Slaughter, president of the JLCNB.

“Voluntarism is a key pillar of our league’s mission, so it is

always inspiring for us to see local students create positive

change in their community through volunteering”.

Completed applications, including all supporting

documents, are due on Friday, March 18. Interested

applicants can visit BrevardJuniorLeague.org for complete

details and to download an application form. Award

recipients will be honored during a May JLCNB dinner.

The Junior League of Central & North Brevard has

been serving Brevard County since 1967 and is a member

of the Association of Junior Leagues International. As an

Junior League of Central and North Brevard is accepting scholarship applications; deadline set
organization of women, Junior League is committed to

promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women

and improving communities through the effective action

and leadership of trained volunteers. Most of its current

efforts center on improving childhood literacy rates in

Brevard County.

Salvation Army of Melbourne to host its first ‘Golf with a Purpose’ benefit
The Salvation Army of Melbourne is launching the organization’s first “Golf with a Purpose” fund–raiser for its

“Kids 2 Kamp” program. The golf tournament will be hosted March 11 at Baytree National Golf Course in Melbourne.

Registration begins at 12 p.m., with a shotgun start at 1 o’clock. The Salvation Army offers several different camps for

children. Camp Keystone is a weeklong overnight camp held in north central Florida. Campers stay in cabins and enjoy

swimming, horseback riding, sports, and crafts. Summer day camp is held at its Melbourne site and runs for nine weeks.

This camp is open to children in the community and it is also where school–age children from the Salvation Army’s

transitional shelter attend at no cost to their mothers. This allows the mothers the chance to look for employment without

taking their children along. The women need employment to become self–sufficient and to pay for childcare, “but they

can’t afford childcare until they find employment. For more information on this event, call the local Salvation Army at

872–2224 or send an e–mail message to Sharon.Alleva@USS.SalvationArmy.org.
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The annual Indiafest, a fun family festival, will be

held from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, March 12, and

from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, March 13, at Wickham

Pavilion in Melbourne.

India is a melting pot of cultures and Indiafest is a

celebration of this mixture of rich culture and traditions.

Started 20 years ago, with a curious and humble effort of

an ethnic community, today Indiafest is a symbol of

“cultural enrichment” in Brevard County and is cel-

ebrated with “great enthusiasm.”

A different theme is presented each year, showing the

unique aspects of India’s culture, history and traditions.

This year’s theme is “India’s Eras.” The “Discover India”

booth will feature this theme, provide information, and

have displays of the various ruling influences India has

experienced, from times gone by to today.

This event is “committed to philanthropy and

community service.” Indiafest is a volunteer run, not–for–

profit cultural organization known for its charitable

efforts to several local charities, including the parent

organization, Manav Mandir, and aid in disaster

recovery, nationally and internationally.

The charities it has supported over the years include:

Daily Bread, Yellow Umbrella, Serene Harbor, Jess

Parrish Auxiliary, The Hope Center, Space Coast Early

Intervention Center, Crosswinds Project, The Spot Light

Theater, Bright Star for Grieving Children, Cancer Care,

The Brevard Hindu Temple, Troubled Teenagers’

Organization, the Miami Bridge Youth Home, IASC,

Meals on Wheels, and American Red Cross.

It has helped fund disaster aid relief for the 1998

Florida Fire Victims, Orissa Cyclone Victims in India,

1999 Hurricane Floyd Victims, The 2001 Earthquake

Victims in Gujarat, India, the 9/11 Disaster in New York

City, the Tsunami Victims, 2004 Hurricane Victims, and

2005 SE Asia Earthquake Victims.

In 2010 efforts to help earthquake victims of Haiti

raised $225,000 to benefit Ruska Village Orphanage and

in 2012, the Indiafest committee presented the “Indiafest

Endowment” award of $100,000 to Florida Institute of

Technology, which was generated from the organization’s

accumulated emergency fund. Returns from the endow-

ment provide financial assistance to a Brevard student.

In 2013, the organization raised $10,000 for the

“Sentinels of Freedom, and in 2014 the “Children’s

Hunger Project” received a check of $10,000 because of a

successful Indiafest.

The 2016 charity has been selected as Promise In

Brevard, “a place where young adults with special needs,

can live a life full of opportunities and freedom never

thought possible.” Funds raised will help purchase a

wheelchair accessible van for the residents.

For more information about this organization, visit

PromiseInBrevard.com.

There’s something of interest for everyone at

Indiafest, from hands–on activities for the youths to

shopping for the adults to Indian cuisine and all–day

entertainment. There will be live traditional Indian

music with the Sitar, Tabla, Santoor, and Harmonium.

There will be Yoga and Zumba demonstrations, too. The

stage will “come alive” with performances by local

artistes dancing to traditional folk, classical and modern

Indian music, while the fashion show will be the “high-

light of the day.”

Tickets are $5 adults and $2 for children under

age 12. There is no charge for children under age 5.

For more information on this community event, visit

IndiaFestBrevard.org

Manav Mandir to present annual Indiafest event March 12–13 at Wickham Pavilion in Melbourne

Parrish Medical Foundation supports field trip for Titusville High Schoolstudents
Jess Parrish Medical Foundation donated $640 to sponsor 32 high school medical students for an educational field

trip to the University of Florida on Feb 26. This valuable learning experience will allow students to participate in a

Special Explorations for Teachers and Students lab activity. They will explore current research concepts in the field of

medical science.

The lab activity topic is “DNA Science Exploration, Forensic and Genetic Testing.” “Many of our students would not

be able to afford this field trip if not for the generosity of the Jess Parrish Medical Foundation,” said registered nurse

Cathy Hall, the medical focus instructor at Titusville High School. “Their gracious support will allow these young people

the opportunity to experience the exciting field of medicine in an amazing environment such as UF.”
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Join them and give a child or sibling group a safe place 
to stay. Take an active role in their life and help a family 
through the steps necessary to reunite. FOSTER CARE. 
FOSTER HOPE!
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Florida Farm Bureau receives New Horizon Award at convention in Orlando; recognized for its innovation
GAINESVILLE — Florida Farm Bureau received the

New Horizon Award at the American Farm Bureau’s 97th

annual convention in Orlando. The award recognized the

Florida Farm Bureau for its innovation in developing a

unique unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) training and

certification program for high school students.

“We are excited to be recognized for our innovation in

the UAV program,” said FFB President John Hoblick.

“This award recognizes hard work from all our partners

and supports our charge to enhance youth education and

provide state–of–the–art technology to production agricul-

ture.”

The UAV program provides secondary–school students

with the technical skills needed to manage UAVs in

production agriculture and serves as a verified credential

for agricultural employers. During the first half of the

school year, students study the equipment, control

mechanisms and the operation of UAV systems and the

remainder of the year is spent on how to deploy these

systems for the benefit of agricultural production.

Graduates of the program will be able to make better

decisions about the use of irrigation, nutrients and crop

protection materials. High–resolution cameras fitted on

the vehicles will enable agronomists and certified crop

advisors to make improvements in their services as well.

Early projections suggest that farmers who adopt the

technology can save up to 30 percent of their current

production costs.

The UAV program is a partnership with the Florida

Department of Education and Embry Riddle Aeronautical

University and is part of the Agricultural Educational

Services and Technology Corp. AEST is an industry

certification program developed for agriculturists. It

includes six certification programs that have provided

more than 2,000 agricultural students with an employer–

recognized assessment.

In addition to the New Horizon Award, the Florida

Farm Bureau received the Awards of Excellence for

demonstrating outstanding achievements in six program

areas: Education and Outreach, Leadership Development,

Member Services, Membership Initiatives, Policy Develop-

ment and Implementation, and Public Relations and

Communications.

Association to meet Feb. 8 at Kay’s BBQ Restaurant in Cocoa
Apollo Chapter 1137 of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association will meet at 11:30 a.m. on

Feb. 8 at Kay’s BBQ Restaurant in Cocoa. The chapter meets monthly on the second Monday of each month. February’s

guest speaker will be Ginger Blair of Brevard Public Schools. No reservations are required. For more information on this

event, visit www.NARFE.org/Chapter1137.
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Continued from page 10

through its church bulletin and Holy Name of Jesus

Catholic Church is doing the same. Bright House Net-

works, as an in–kind sponsor, is donating advertising spots

on its stations to help build interest in Portraits.

Children’s Home Society has a campus in Melbourne

that includes residential facilities for young people. Over

the years, a number of area businesses have donated items

to keep the structures up to date. One of those companies

is ProSource in Melbourne. Recently, businessmen George

Roman and James Katehakis of ProSource donated

carpeting and padding and new vinyl flooring for the

facilities. “And the installation was donated, too,” said

Maria Seelman. “ProSource in Melbourne is a very

community–minded business.”

This Christmas season, the Children’s Home Society

collected more than 500 toys for children. “Walmart and

Panera Bread were especially helpful with the children’s

toy ‘wish list.’ We always receive feedback from this

program because it’s so uplifting. A couple of years ago, I

got a very moving, full–length letter from the mother of an

8–year–old boy. She told me it was the most special

Christmas ever because her son received a new pair of

shoes. He had never had new clothing before, always

hand–me downs. He was prepared to not receive any gifts

that Christmas because his mother was struggling

financially. The letter was heartwarming. It made my

Christmas,” said Maria Seelman.

Maria Seelman was recently nominated for a

“Children’s Hero of the Year Award,” presented by Eckerd

Kids. “Just to be nominated is a huge honor,” she said. The

finalists will be recognized and the winner in each category

will be announced at Eckerd’s sixth annual “Brevard Walk

of Fame” gala March 12 at the Radisson Resort Conven-

tion Center in Cape Canaveral. The award recognizes

those “unsung heroes” who, through their time and talent,

have had a “profound and positive” impact on the lives of

children in the region.

Children’s Home Society is introducing two new

programs in Brevard designed to put young people on a

more competitive path in life. One of the programs is called

“Tech Success,” said Nicholas Geinosky, who was hired as

Children’s Home Society’s charitable giving director about

14 months ago. “The goal with Tech Success is to try to

connect homeless teens and teens in poverty with the

technology that they need to succeed academically, and

pursue college or a technical career after high school,” he

said.

According to the U.S. Department of Education, lack of

access to technology leads to student–achievement gaps.

Without basic computer and information technology skills,

these students are at a disadvantage, not only in the

workplace but also as contributors to society.

Tech Success will use the latest Microsoft technology

and software to provide training in computer basics.

Children’s Home Society of Florida was awarded a grant

from Microsoft’s “YouthSpark” program, a global initiative

to increase access for all youth to learn computer science,

empowering them to achieve more for themselves, their

families, and their communities.

The second initiative is the upstart “community school”

concept at Endeavor Elementary School in Cocoa, where a

grand opening was recently hosted by Children’s Home

Society. Outside of its traditional role of educating

students, community schools provide high–quality

academic programs and tutoring, onsite health and

mental–health services, year–round and after–hours

activities and services, and parent and community

engagement through school planning, adult education, and

social–service programs.

“Basically, the goal of the community school is to have a

nonprofit like Children’s Home Society bring in all the

community services that the area needs, housing them at

the school. We call our office there the ‘hub.’ In order to

provide these services, we are partnering with a range of

organizations, including Brevard Health Alliance, Eastern

Florida State College, City of Cocoa, University of Central

Florida, and Brevard Public Schools,” said Geinosky.

He added, “The students at Endeavor are amazing, but

they don’t have the resources other schools in the county

have. We are looking to bring the community together

around these young people so they will have the same

opportunities as their peers.”

Endeavor was selected a number of years ago to pilot

the elementary program based on its socioeconomic

conditions. “We are excited about both of these programs

because they are designed to create opportunity for

students and level the playing field,” said Geinosky.
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Brenda Fettrow of the YMCA was chosen as Cocoa

Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce’s 2016 Distin-

guished Service Award (DSA) winner. The announcement

was made at the Chamber’s sold out 48th annual gala

underneath Space Shuttle Atlantis at the Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex.

“I was thrilled with the DSA committee’s decision this

year, and could not think of a more deserving honoree than

Dr. Fettrow,” said Jennifer Sugarman, president and chief

executive officer of the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber.

“The Chamber kicked off the New Year right with this

unforgettable event, and I appreciate all of our sponsors,

presenters and partners for making the evening so

memorable.”

The DSA has been awarded by the Cocoa Beach

Chamber each year since 1985 and represents a commu-

nity–minded individual who has provided “consistent and

unrelenting efforts” with their time, talent and treasure on

the Space Coast.

Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber honors Dr. Brenda Fettrow with 2016 Distinguished Service Award
“I am completely shocked and honored to win this

award,” said Dr. Fettrow.

The Chamber celebrated its success from 2015 at the

gala, while inducting its new chairman of the board, Joe

Mayer, director of government relations for Florida for

Lockheed Martin, as well as the 2016 executive committee

and board of directors. “The Chamber’s ‘Launching New

Tomorrow’s’ themed gala was a wonderful event to kick off

a new year of opportunity and growth for our community,”

said Mayer. “Congratulations to Brenda Fettrow as the

Distinguished Service Award winner — a well–deserved

honor. I am excited to serve as chairman and look forward

to a great year ahead working with all our partners and

the Chamber team.”

AVET Project to host Valentine’s Brunch at Cocoa Beach hotel; benefits veterans
The local AVET Project, an unpaid volunteer nonprofit organization, will host its Valentine’s Day Brunch with Jazz

fund–raiser from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 14, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront Hotel.

Proceeds will benefit AVET Project’s Recuperation and Reintegration retreat program for returning combat veterans.

The event is open to the public. Reservations are required as seating is limited.

Included in the ticket donation will be “all–you–can eat buffet” and musical entertainment. Tickets are available at

www.avetproject.org. Table sponsorships are available, as well as the sponsoring of a military family.

Garren Cone, president of AVET Project, said, “AVET Project’s PR&R retreats truly changes the lives of the partici-

pants.” More information on this program is available by visiting www.AVETProject.org and on their Facebook page, or

by calling 373–7046.
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Space Coast Machinist

Apprenticeship Program

Offering Certification

Manufacturing companies are

invited to enter their machinists in

a 4-year, State-Certified Machinist

Apprenticeship Program. The

program provides clasroom/lab

work taught by working profes-

sional machinists in conjunction

with on-the-job training by the

company. The State Certificate is

recognized as a Journeyman

License. Very low cost for

companies. No tuition for students.

Enroll today

as aparticipating

machining company

or as a student

Call 321-254-8278 for details

 Formerly Brevard Machinist Apprenticeship Program

Medical & EMT Supplies

Uniforms  �  Shoes  �  Accessories

Melbourne Shopping Center

1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Medical & 

EMT Supplies
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Wesche Jewelers
Continued from page 11

really cool–looking jewelry from Cher. This company is

very thorough about documentation and proof of

ownership by the celebrities whose pieces they handle.”

Wesche said “antique jewelry” is defined as jewelry

being more than 100 years old. “Estate jewelry means it’s

pre–owned. It could be just one–year old.”

On the day of the event, a large display section of

Wesche Jewelers will showcase all the merchandise by

groupings, she said.

“We just started doing that last year. The response

from shoppers was great. We will be putting all the

Victorian jewelry together, all the art–deco jewelry

together, the contemporary pieces, and so forth. These

collections are always fascinating, with some stunning

pieces and some weird, but interesting, items. That’s part

of the fun of browsing an estate and antique jewelry sale.

This is one of our most popular events. The vast majority

of the mix of merchandise changes each year, and that’s

one of the big attractions. Every time they come here, it’s

a new display.”

Wesche sits on the Executive Committee of Jewelers

of America in New York City, one of the industry’s

leading organizations. More than a century ago, in 1906,

Jewelers of America was founded by jewelers for jewelers

to advance the professionalism and ethics of the jewelry

industry.

Today, the nonprofit association has more than 8,000

members. Each year, its members sign a “Code of

Professional Practices,” so the consumer can feel

confident he or she is shopping at the finest jewelry

stores with the most trusted business practices.

Wesche is the vice chairwoman of Jewelers of

America. She was nominated for the board position and

has been involved with the organization for a number of

years, including having served as its secretary.

“My great–uncle, the late Herb Underwood, was

president of Jewelers of America years ago,” said

Wesche. “He would be proud to see me serving with the

organization. I remember when I first became involved

in Jewelers of America and went to New York for

orientation for new board members. Their office is in a

different location today. Back then, I walked into the

conference room and saw the pictures of all the past

presidents on the wall, and there was my great uncle

among them. It was neat to see that. It’s a honor to be on

the Executive Committee with other businesspeople in

the retail jewelry industry.”

Herb Underwood ran Underwood Jewelers in

Jacksonville, starting in 1940. He grew the business into

one of the largest independent jewelry store operations in

the Southeastern United States, with multiple locations,

before selling the venture in 1974. The new owner asked

Underwood to stay active in the day–to–day operations,

and he did until 1980.

Underwood received a number of national honors

from jewelry associations and organizations. “My great–

uncle was very prominent in the industry.” In addition to

serving as president of Jewelers of America, Underwood,

who passed away in 1998, was on other national boards,

including the American Gem Society.

Holly Wesche’s late father, Jim Wesche, got his start

in the business at Underwood Jewelers in Jacksonville.

“That’s where my father learned the trade.”

Both Jim Wesche and Underwood worked to educate

consumers about the jewelry business, at their respective

stores, and build their trust. And Holly Wesche has

followed in their footsteps through her industry involve-

ment. Jewelers of America provides access to meaningful

education programs and services, to its members and to

consumers, and provides leadership in public and

industry affairs. She travels to New York twice a year for

board meetings, in January and July.

The Executive Committee chairman is Ryan Berg,

market president for Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry in San

Antonio, Texas. The committee includes: John Henne,

chairman–elect, owner of Henne Jewelers in Pittsburgh,

Pa.; Mark Light, vice chairman, chief executive officer

and director of Signet Jewelers in Arkon, Ohio; Wesche, a

past president of the Florida Jewelers Association who

has also served on the board of the Leading Jewelers of

the World; Coleman Clark, treasurer, president of BC

Clark Jewelers in Oklahoma City, Okla.; Cathy Tivol,

secretary, chief executive officer of Tivol Jewelry Stores

in Kansas City, Mo., and Bill Farmer, past board chair.

“We have a very knowledgeable and diverse team of

people on the Executive Committee and everyone is

passionate about the jewelry industry,” said Wesche.
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AFTER SHE 
INTERV IEWED 
A  REGIONS 
BUSINESS 
BANKER, 
she took a good look 
at our references. 
You should too.

You want exceptional talent on your team – which 

is why you should interview a Regions Business 

Banker. When you do, make sure you ask 

questions that get to the heart of the matter.

1  What feedback do you get about your 

responsiveness and personal service?

2  How will you position yourself as a trusted 

extension of my management team?

3  How have you worked with clients like me to 

achieve their fi nancial goals?

4  What can you do to show me that Regions 

is known for customer satisfaction?

We’ll have some compelling 

answers for you. Plus, 

recognition from J.D. Power, 

which awarded us “Highest 

in Customer Satisfaction with 

Small Business Banking in 

the South Region.*” So interview a Regions 

Business Banker today to learn how we can 

help your business move forward, now and 

down the road.

For an interview with a Regions Business Banker, call 
1.800.833.9776 or visit us online at regions.com/interview.
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Giant Recreation World Inc.
Continued from page 1

Florida’s largest RV dealer network, recently broke

ground on a 32,000–square–foot sales and service facility

on Culver Road, just off Palm Bay Road, in Palm Bay. The

project will include 18 bays with a paint booth and a lift,

positioning Giant Recreation World to expand its service

end of the business.

The new location is near the intersection of Interstate

95. The complex, which will be situated on a 24–acre RV

campus, is scheduled to open in the fourth quarter of the

year. There will be a roughly 14,000–square–foot show-

room displaying a handful of models. Outdoors, hundreds

of RVs will be showcased on the property.

“I am super–excited about our Palm Bay project

because of the warm welcome we have received since the

inception of this undertaking,” said businessman Larry

McNamara, the president and chief executive officer of

Giant Recreation World, whose company’s business model

includes having its dealerships located near interstate

frontage.

“Most of our customer base is from south of our

existing location, and we’ve had challenges getting our

customers to locate our current facility on U.S. 1. So

logistically the new site should be really great. The I–95

frontage should afford us more opportunities. And with

the partnership we now have with Palm Bay, we believe

there will be positive results at our new location,” added

McNamara, whose company was a finalist in a recent

“Orlando Business Journal” compiling of the “Best Places

to Work in Central Florida.”

The expansion is expected to bring some 50 jobs to

Palm Bay, including salespeople and technicians. And the

expansion has been good for local businesses in construc-

tion and related fields. The general contractor for Giant

Recreation World’s Palm Bay expansion is Building

Management Systems Inc. The team includes architect

Dave Nagrodsky of DNA Architects Inc. and lead civil

engineer David Tom of the Construction Engineering

Group. All are area businesses.

“This is a great job for Building Management Systems,

and it has been some years in the making,” said Sisi

Packard, a project manager for the company. “We bid the

job with a few other general contractors. I think our team

did an outstanding job working with the customer and

pricing out different value engineering options in order for

them to save money on the project.”

The acreage was purchased about two years ago. The

commercial real–estate firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc.

in Melbourne represented the buyer in the transaction.

McNamara told RVBusiness.com, “For around 10

years, our vision has been to find property that was

affordable and offered interstate frontage. We have two

stores that are landlocked, and it was extremely difficult

to get people off the interstate. We spend a ton of money

on mainstream advertising, but the simple fact is that if

they don’t see you, they probably won’t stop. The other

priority was to find land that was in close proximity to our

existing stores to cut down on moving costs.”

Lightle Beckner Robison also brokered the deal with

Bass Pro Shops when it purchased the former Palm Bay

Chevrolet site for its new store, which has interstate

exposure. Giant Recreation World’s new location in Palm

Bay is near Bass Pro Shops.

Palm Bay is known for its great “bass fishing,” its close

proximity to the St. Johns River, and the more than

25,000 acres of wetlands about to open for public access.

The richness of this resource caught the attention of

Bass Pro Shops.

“The City of Palm Bay, under Mayor William Capote,

is marketing its strengths to attract businesses and

residents, and one of those strengths it is emphasizing in

its marketing campaigns, especially on billboards from

Palm Bay to Miami, is the outdoors — people kayaking in

Turkey Creek, for example,” said 30–year Palm Bay

resident Jason Bartlett, president of Building Manage-

ment Systems.

Although Palm Bay is the largest city in Brevard

County, with roughly 109,000 residents, and the 18th

most populous in all of Florida, it is only about 30 percent

built–out. There is plenty of room for future development

and growth. Palm Bay is fostering a business–friendly

environment and recently was ranked as America’s 15th

fastest–growing city by “Forbes” magazine.

The acreage at the new site will give Giant Recreation

World the capability to show off live campsites, providing

RV consumers with hands–on shopping experiences. The

RVs will be plugged in, hooked up, and ready to go.

“With this particular project, Giant Recreation World

will have a number of full–demonstration campsites

spread out across the property,” said Bartlett.

“That’s why they purchased so much acreage. It’s going

to be great for consumers who are shopping there. They

will be able to see how their RV looks in a campsite

situation. It will be a ‘hands–on, camp–feel’ environment.

There will be a large lake in the middle of the property.

The onsite retention was overbuilt to accommodate this

feature.”

“It will be like 3–D modeling,” added Jon Turner,

Building Management Systems’ field supervisor, about

the camp set up.

A substantial number of trees were left on the property

to make it look like a campsite and for buffering along the

back of the site. “The McNamara family is very sensitive

about the environment,” said Bartlett. “Through engineer-

ing and design we were able to mitigate 100 percent of the

trees on the property, but the family chose to leave a

significant amount of the trees on the site.”

Turner said between 10 to 20 people are on the site

every day working the project. “We have a good group of

subcontractors who have been working with Building

Management Systems for the last three or four years. It’s

a team. Everyone is very safety–conscious on the site.

We’re staying on top of the work and right now everything

is flowing smoothly. This project will be a showcase for the

area. The RV market is back and it’s bigger than ever.”

RV wholesale shipments tracked by the Recreation

Vehicle Industry Association continued to perform

strongly in the final quarter of 2015, with November

monthly totals hitting their highest level in 10 years at

27,329 units, an increase of 3.9 percent above November

2014. Shipments of towable RVs rose 3.2 percent while

motorhome shipments increased 9.4 percent over

November one year ago.

McNamara said “the timing is right” to expand Giant

Recreation World’s business. The company has locations

in Melbourne, Winter Garden, and Ormond Beach. It is

building a new store on a 14–acre site in the “Destination

Daytona” complex. That dealership will house operations

that are currently at Giant Recreation World’s nearby

Ormond Beach facility.

Destination Daytona, a commercial and residential

real–estate venture, was created by businessman Bruce

Rossmeyer. He’s one of the biggest Harley–Davidson

dealers in America. Giant Recreation World’s new

complex is set to open this spring at Destination Daytona.

In Palm Bay, Giant Recreation World’s project will

feature a pre–engineered metal building by Varco Pruden,

a division of BlueScope Buildings North America Inc. The

building is scheduled to arrive in mid–February. Building

Management Systems has been a Varco Pruden dealer for

more than 20 years. It is the authorized dealer for the

Brevard County market.

“The beauty of pre–engineered metal buildings is the

larger they are in size, the lower they are in square–

footage cost,” said Bartlett. “It’s the only type of construc-

tion where the square footage price actually decreases as

the size rises, because of the engineering and the amount

of steel.”

Steel systems construction can generate substantial

savings of up to 30 percent in overall construction costs for

certain building types, according to Varco Pruden.

Standardization and computer–assisted design reduces

time spent on planning, on–site organization, and

construction.

Construction time cycles of steel systems are often up

to one–third less than other methods, resulting in faster

occupancy and quicker return on owner investment.

“These buildings come together nicely on the site, and are

great for low rise and industrial applications, including

warehouses, retail, and manufacturing projects,” said

Bartlett.

Both Butler Manufacturing Co. and Varco Pruden

were acquired by BlueScope over the years. Butler and

Varco Pruden were founding members of the Metal

Building Manufacturers Association in 1956.

Meanwhile, Building Management Systems is in the

permitting process for the next construction phase of

Space Coast Credit Union’s $30 million headquarters

expansion on North Wickham Road in Melbourne.

“It’s going to be a three–story 45,000–square–foot

building,” said Bartlett, whose company is the general

contractor for the project. The expansion improvements

include three new building additions to the existing

facility. The construction began with a 500–vehicle

parking garage.

In South Florida, Building Management Systems is

fully renovating a 25,000–square–foot facility for Florida

City Gas, which is moving its headquarters to Doral from

Hialeah.

“We’ll be finishing that project in the first quarter of

the year. And we are starting the construction of a new

branch for Space Coast Credit Union in DeLand. It’s going

to be a positive year of growth for our company,” said

Bartlett.
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