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By Ken Datzman

Dan and Anne Moon think this is a good

time to invest in golf on the retail side of

the business, and they are doing just that

as entrepreneurs in the local market.

Golf participation in the U.S. remains

steady, which helps fuel equipment sales

and services, in an industry whose

economic impact has been reported by

various sources as being nearly $70 billion

a year.

According to the National Golf Founda-

tion, participation in the sport appears to

have found its post–recession footing, and

golf remains “attractive and aspirational”

to multiple segments of the population.

While activity among current golfers is

slightly up, the number of first–time

players being introduced to the sport has

remained steady over the last three years,

says the NGF report. And, contrary to

opinion, golf enjoys a “positive relationship”

with Millennials. This group of 18– to 34–

year olds currently accounts for 25 percent

of the golf population.

The size of Florida’s direct golf economy

is estimated to be more than $8 billion a

year. Golf brings visitors to the state, drives

new construction and residential develop-

ment, generates retail sales, and creates

demand for a myriad of goods and services.

The Moons plan to capitalize on these

positive golf trends and grow their newly

acquired business. They purchased one of

the area’s longtime full–service retail golf

stores, Golf USA, and are rebranding it as

Moon Golf. The transition of ownership has

been smooth, they say, and a big expansion

of the store is set.

Their renovation project will nearly

double the size of Moon Golf, in terms of

square footage, adding new features all

around. Moon Golf at The Centre at

Suntree on North Wickham Road is poised

to grow its name in the community and

beyond.

The investment the owners are making

will better position the store to become a

destination in the region for everything

golf, including equipment, club–fitting and

repair, apparel, and much more.

The 4,800–square–foot store will be

Dan and Anne Moon, who ‘met on a golf course at Auburn University,’ purchased the Golf USA store at The Centre at Suntree last year and are rebranding
it as Moon Golf. Their renovation project will expand the store from 4,800 square feet to 8,400 square feet and include new features, such as TrackMan
Golf simulators. From left: Carla Casey, regional manager for Brenner Real Estate Group, which manages and leases The Centre at Suntree; Anne Moon;
Colette Wood, commercial associate, Brenner Real Estate Group; Dan Moon; and Martha Scholz, the former owner of the store.
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expanded to 8,400 square feet and “will

include many upgrades and improve-

ments,” said businesswoman Anne Moon,

who owns Moon Golf with her husband

Dan. “With the expansion, we are going to

have more space to spread out. We are

Auburn graduates set to expand Moon Golf at The Centre at Suntree
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Three Floridians chosen as National Women’s History
Month Honorees; to be recognized at a special event

March is National Women’s History Month and the 2016 theme is “Working to Form a

More Perfect Union: Honoring Women in Public Service and Government.” This year’s

honorees in Florida were chosen for their influence in public service and government

leadership.

Often “overlooked and undervalued, they have individually and collectively dramati-

cally influenced public policy and the building of viable institutions and organizations.

Women from diverse backgrounds in all levels of public service and government are

essential in forming a more perfect union.”

The three Floridians chosen include the first woman chairperson of the Seminole Tribe,

the first woman attorney in the Office of the General Counsel at the Equal Employment

Opportunity Commission, and the executive director of Equality Florida.

l Betty Mae Tiger Jumper who was born in 1923 and died in 2001 was the first woman

to be elected Chief of a federally recognized tribe. She founded the first Seminole newspa-

per, the “Seminole Indian News,” using it to publish and distribute Seminole stories,

ensuring the traditions and oral history of the Seminole Tribe. She created the initial

United Southeastern Tribes coalition, which today consists of more than 26 tribes.

Through her political work and preservation of Seminole oral history, young people are

learning and honoring their history.

l Sonia Pressman Fuentes is a co–founder of the National Organization of Women and

was the first woman attorney in the Office of the General Counsel at the EEOC, a

government agency dedicated to enforcing federal employment discrimination laws. While

there, she became the staff person who stood for the aggressive enforcement of the gender

discrimination prohibitions of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

She is also a charter member of the advocacy group Federally Employed Women and

served on the advisory committees of the Veteran Feminists of America and the Longboat

Key Education Center. Fuentes is an author and spokesperson who has dedicated her

entire life to making equal rights for women in the work force a reality rather than just a

promise.

l Nadine Smith is a national leader in lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights

activism and is currently executive director of Equality Florida. Smith began her activism

in college, and in 1986 she served on the founding board of the International Gay and

Lesbian Youth Organization. She participated in the historic, first–ever meeting in the

White House between LGBT leaders and President Bill Clinton.

Smith has served four terms as co–chairwoman of the Equality Federation. Smith is a

lobbyist, activist, and leader who works tirelessly to improve the lives of LGBT Americans.

In 2013, Smith was named by the Florida Diversity Council as one of the “Most Powerful

and Influential Women” in Florida.

The 2016 National Women’s History Month Honorees will be recognized at a special

awards luncheon on March 19 in Washington, D.C.

‘Portraits of Possibilities’ raises more than $134,000
The Children’s Home Society’s ninth annual “Portraits of Possibilities Gala” raised

more than $134,000 for Brevard’s most vulnerable children. The event was hosted Feb. 20

at the Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Community in Indialantic.

Attended by more than 270 guests and themed “An Evening in Greece,” the gala

featured live entertainment, gourmet Greek cuisine by Tim Webber Events and a casino

sponsored by Flammio Financial Group.

Led by auctioneer Wayne Ivey, Brevard County Sheriff, and emcee Greg Pallone of

CF News 13, the evening’s live auction and “paddle raiser” raised more than $48,000.

“The generosity of the Brevard community during this event was both inspiring and

humbling,” said Kimberly Pleasants, executive director of Children’s Home Society of

Florida.

“I’m proud to be a part of our wonderful team of staff and volunteers, including our own

Maria Seelman who provides unwavering dedication to helping our girls by spearheading

this event year after year.”

Proceeds from Portraits of Possibilities will help Children’s Home Society of Florida

continue to provide care and services to more than 2,500 children and family members in

Brevard County, said Pleasants.

For more information on its programs and services, visit www.CHSFL.org/Brevard.
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TALLAHASSEE — The Young Lawyers Division of

The Florida Bar has just released findings from its 2015

“YLD Survey on Women in the Legal Profession,” suggest-

ing that young female attorneys continue to feel held back

by gender stereotypes.

According to the report, which e–mailed a link to a

survey to a random sample of more than 3,000 female

members of The Florida Bar’s Young Lawyer Division,

43 percent of respondents reported experiencing gender

bias during their legal career.

The survey’s results encompassed feedback from more

than 400 young female lawyers who responded between

Oct. 21 and Nov. 24, 2015, and revealed a number of key

findings:

l Many respondents indicated they had experienced one or

more serious issues, such as gender bias and harassment

from opposing counsel, and an employer or the court.

l More than one–quarter reported resigning from a

position due to a lack of advancement opportunities, a

lack of work–life balance and/or employer/supervisor

insensitivity.

l Twenty–one percent of respondents felt that they were

not paid comparatively to their male counterparts.

l Forty–two percent cited difficulties in balancing work–

life responsibilities as a challenge or concern they face as

practicing attorneys.

“There is no doubt that this presents a very sobering

picture for our profession,” said Ramón Abadin, president

of The Florida Bar. “The true takeaway from this survey

lies in the comments — 90 pages of eloquent, often

troubling, personal accounts and opinions — that make

clear this is not an issue to be ignored.”

In a letter disseminated to bar leaders statewide,

Abadin went further. “It is not appropriate for any lawyer,

regardless of gender, to be made to feel diminished or

disrespected by a colleague, a client or a member of the

court. No lawyer, male or female, should feel forced to

choose between family and career, or be penalized for

trying to balance work and home, just as no law firm

should place unfair expectations on its young attorneys,”

he said.

“It was disheartening. I was not expecting those sort of

results with it being 2016,” said Gordon Glover, president

of The Florida Bar’s Young Leaders Division. “I didn’t

personally think that a lot of the issues that showed up on

the survey are taking place and they are. I was extremely

surprised.”

According to Abadin, the findings presents not just a

challenge but an opportunity, as the profession is experi-

encing an exciting time of change and progress. Law

schools across the country are nearly evenly split between

men and women. Additionally, female attorneys hold

46 percent of the leadership positions at the law reviews of

the top 50 colleges and universities ranked by “U.S. News

& World Report.” And the ABA’s top four leadership

positions could soon be held exclusively by women,

including the recent nomination of Florida attorney Hilarie

Bass for president–elect.

“As president of The Florida Bar, I am proud more

female lawyers serve in committee positions for The

Florida Bar than at any point in the history of our organi-

zation, and to truly make a difference, our efforts are

ongoing,” said Abadin.

Following the survey, The Florida Bar and its Young

Lawyers Division are working to increase dialogue on the

issue and encourage its members to work together toward

a solution. In April, the YLD will host a series of events

through its “Women in Law” initiative and, in partnership

with the Florida Association for Women Lawyers as well

as various local FAWL chapters, The Florida Bar also will

host a number of upcoming discussions on gender diver-

sity.

“It is our hope that by hanging a lantern on this issue,

we can work together to ensure that all members feel

respected and that hard work will yield equal opportunity,”

said Abadin. “Every attorney should know, regardless of

gender, that there is room at the top for them.”

Survey by Young Lawyers Division of Florida Bar finds gender bias; presents sobering picture for profession

Jazz Society accepting applications for scholarships from area high school seniors
The Space Coast Jazz Society is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of jazz. And one of the ways in which it

strives to do that is through its education outreach program, which focuses on students from elementary grades through

college.SCJS offers scholarships to Brevard County high school seniors and residents in their first three years of college.

It also provides free weekly jazz workshops for grades 4 through 12, and encourages students of all ages to attend its

monthly live jazz concerts free of charge. This year, two scholarships in the amount of $1,500 will be presented, plus a

$500 award to the jazz program of the recipient’s school. This is a new policy designed to encourage maximum participa-

tion from the schools and to give back to the schools and community to help them preserve and promote the art of jazz as

well. Applicants must be interested in furthering their studies in jazz music, but do not need to major in music.

The scholarships will be awarded the on Sunday, May 15, during the monthly SCJS concert set for 2 p.m. at the Cocoa

Beach Country Club. Winners will perform with a trio provided by the SCJS.

Applications and supporting materials are due by April 15. Students can download the application from the “scholar-

ships” page at www.SpaceCoastJazzSociety.org and send the application & supporting materials to: P.O. Box 344, Cape

Canaveral, Fla., 32920, or send it by e–mail to Jazz@SpaceCoastJazzSociety.org.

Karen Raley to make presentation at library
The Franklin T. DeGroodt Memorial Library in Palm Bay will host Karen Raley at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 20. Raley

is the principal author of the local history “Melbourne and Eau Gallie.” She is the founding editor of the “Indian River

Journal.” Raley will show attendees how to use online resources to do local history research and to contribute to local

history archives. The library’s address is 6475 Minton Road SW. The phone number is 952–6317.
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background, but playing in an orchestra isn’t relevant

to singing karaoke by anyone’s standards.

I once auditioned for my high school musical, but

was kindly told that as the only violist in the school,

they instead needed me to play in the orchestra pit.

The actual reason was most likely that I had zero

performance ability.

So why I thought that one month would be enough

time for me to gather the skills needed to perform on

a stage is beyond me. This has been much more

challenging than I had anticipated.

On day one, I found myself in a studio with three

students, a musical theatre faculty member, and a

camera in my face, ha–ha–ha’ing and mi–mi–mi’ing

up and down the scales for about 15 minutes while

they tested my vocal range. (For those keeping score,

my range is a little more than two octaves, D#3 to

F#5, meaning I can’t sing either high or low.)

Then they unceremoniously plopped me on a stool,

handed me a mike, and made me belt “Living on a

Prayer” by Bon Jovi.

The decision was unanimous: That would not be

my song. We tested a few others (man, it was hot in

that room!) and found one that suited me better.

Lesson one: Choose a simple song that falls in your

range.

A week later, I was dragged into the hallway to

practice sassy walks to help me connect to the

characters in the song. I slinked like a jazz singer,

bounced like a country western star, strutted like

P!nk. Well, my student instructor walked like those

things. I walked like I had a pebble in my boot and

My newfound respect for the hard work performers do before stepping on stage
By Heather Gibson
UCF Forum columnist

When I gave the Theatre UCF students 30 days to

teach me how to perform a karaoke song, I didn’t

realize I was also handing over my dignity.

In retrospect, it was a ridiculous idea, but I have

no one to blame for it except myself.

I thought it would make a neat publicity project

for the School of Performing Arts: In our audition

process, all students are required to sing, even if they

aren’t in the musical theatre program. Substituting a

karaoke experience for an audition, I thought we

could make a video documenting the process of how a

non–singer prepares herself for an audition. Thinking

it wouldn’t be that hard, I volunteered myself as the

subject and put out the call for help.

For the record, I am not a singer. I am not a

dancer. I am not an actor. I did play the viola for 12

years, so one could say I have some performance

my hip was out of joint. Lesson two: Putting one foot

directly in front of the other can give you swagger…or

make you look like you had one too many margaritas.

Proceed with caution.

Last week, I was instructed on how to greet my

adoring audience and when to add some small dance

moves to my performance. The audience loving me, I

was told, is not about how well I sing, but about how

confident I am in my performance.

It was suggested that I might need to loosen up a

little bit and practice my moves a lot. Lesson three:

Use fewer, more dramatic moves for greater effect

and less confusion.

Next on the agenda is “proper use of microphones,”

followed by a visit to the costume shop. And in the

meantime, I’m singing my heart out twice a day

during my commute. (Go ahead, pity my 2–year–old

carpooler.)

All this for a three–minute performance…and a

newfound respect for the hard work our performers

do before they ever put foot on a stage.

This stuff is not easy, and boy, oh, boy, I am not

looking forward to seeing this video. (For anyone who

wishes to have a good laugh at my expense, the video

and clips of the karaoke performance will be released

in mid–March at PerformingArts.CAH.UCF.edu.)

Sheriff Wayne Ivey to conduct seminar March 17 at Cocoa Beach Chamber
The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce will host Brevard County Sherriff Wayne Ivey at 9 a.m. on

Thursday, March 17, at the Chamber office on Merritt Island.

This community–focused event is the first step in the “Chamber’s effort to keep its neighbors, its partners, its

volunteers and its staff mentally prepared for the unthinkable in any and all situations.”

“In these crazy times we live in, it is of the utmost importance that our entire Chamber family and the

community we serve be prepared for any and all situations that may challenge our safety,” said Jennifer

Sugarman, president and chief executive officer of the Chamber.

“Safety is a top priority for this Chamber at all of our events, and I am grateful to have Sherriff Ivey come and

provide us and the community–at–large with some pointers.”

Ivey will address a range of topics including “mental preparedness in hostile situations.”

To register for this seminar, visit CocoaBeachChamber.com. The program is free of charge and breakfast will

be provided by the Merritt Island Kiwanis Club.

‘A Taste of Poison’ program set for March 26 at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary
The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at 444 Columbia Blvd. in Titusville will host “A Taste of Poison” from

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 26. Attendees will see live venomous reptiles and poisonous amphibians,

hear guest lectures, and go on a hike to explore poisonous plants and mushrooms of the Enchanted Forest. There

will also be hands–on activities and crafts specifically designed for children to enjoy. This will be a “unique

experience for all ages to explore their fear and curiosity of the venomous and poisonous wildlife of Florida.”

There is a suggested donation of $3 to the Friends of the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.

The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Management and Education Center was created and is managed under

Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered Lands Program referendum. The referendum was established

by voters in 1990 to protect and preserve the rich biological diversity of Brevard County for future generations.

For more information on the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary and other EEL Program lands call 264–5185 or

visit www.EELBrevard.com.

Heather Gibson is marketing director for
the UCF School of Performing Arts in the
College of Arts & Humanities She can be
reached at Heather.Gibson@UCF.edu.
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Nasa Palms
Professional Center

W. Nasa Blvd. at Broadband Drive in Melbourne, FL
(321) 751-6850 | Brenda@NewtonLand.com
NewtonRealEstateFL.com

For Sale or Lease in Melbourne’s High 
Tech District Centered between Health 
First’s Holmes Regional Hospital and 
Wuesthoff Hospital’s Melbourne Campus.
 
• 2000 – 4200 SF Units Available for 

Immediate Build-Out
• 6000 SF Building To Be Constructed

South Beach Deco Style Medical

© 2015 Regions Bank. Actual Regions customer compensated for her appearance. | Regions and the Regions 
logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.

Paying down debt. 
Saving for my Ph.D.
Now I can do both.
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Archaeologists for Autism has announced that it has

received an award of $3,700 from the Jess Parrish

Medical Foundation, in support of its next Archaeologists

for Autism event, scheduled for Nov. 19 of this year.

The grant will help provide a “great experience” for

many area children living with autism along the Space

Coast. The award from the Jess Parrish Medical

Foundation will be used to purchase equipment and

supplies needed for the activities.

“There are many challenges in making this a

successful day and the gracious grant from Jess Parrish

allows us to cover operating costs, provide a lunch and

goodie bags items for each of the participants,” said

Thomas Penders, the founder and father of an autistic

child.

“Our focus is to provide children on the autism

spectrum disorder and their families a chance to

experience archaeology in a fun, low–stress environment.

We are extremely grateful to receive this grant and to

continue with our mission to make this a great day.”

The Archaeologists for Autism mission is to unlock

the potential of children with developmental disabilities.

“At our Archeologists for Autism event, children on the

autism spectrum and their families will be walking the

grounds of an actual archaeological site and be able to

enjoy a wide range of activities related to archaeology

and paleontology, live music, face–painting, and much

more. Participants will be able to use social skills, and

use various functional skills, all while having fun!”

Archaeologists for Autism is an all–volunteer

nonprofit organization that is “100 percent dependent on

donations.” All contributions go directly to running the

event for the children and for operating costs.

Jess Parrish Medical Foundation awards $3,700 grant to the nonprofit Archaeologists for Autism

Brevard Library Foundation selects Richardson as winner of the Patrick D. Smith Literary Award
The Brevard Library Foundation has selected Joseph Richardson, a local contemporary author, as the winner of the

Patrick D. Smith Literary Award contest. Richardson will be awarded the $500 grand prize at a Brevard Library

Foundation event to be held on Wednesday, April 13, at the Central Brevard Library and Reference Center in Cocoa.

Richardson’s work was judged by area educators who were “thrilled with the quality of work submitted.” The contest, in

its second year, is destined to “become a jewel for writers” in Brevard. Conceived by the Brevard Library Foundation, in

conjunction with the Library System, this contest honors a “dear friend of the libraries” who was also a highly honored

Florida author. Smith was “pleased” to lend his name to this contest in hopes of encouraging up–and–coming authors to

share their tales. The 2016 Patrick D. Smith Literary Award contest is in the planning stages. Interested parties can

contact the Foundation at BrevLibraryFoundation@gmail.com for more information or to receive updates.
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March 4 – 20 
Book by Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff 

Music/Lyrics by Pete Townshend, John Entwistle & Keith Moon 
Presented by special arrangement with Music Theatre International 

CAUTION:  Contains strong language and adult themes 
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3781 Riverside Drive
Melbourne, FL 32935

Tickets:
$65 per person by March 15, 2016

$75 per person after March 15, 2016
Sponsorships:

$ 250 “Fins to the Left” (2 guests)
$ 500 “Fins to the Right”(4 guests)

$1000 “Best Bait in Town”(6 guests)

Purchase tickets: www.melbournepanhellenic.org
or

Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic
 P.O. Box 372154, Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Call 321-288-0858
MAP is a 501(c)(3) EIN #23-7181881 A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

April 2nd, 5:00 p.m.
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The HBCA Presents

Saturday, April 9th-Sunday April 17th

Open Monday thru Saturday 10-5 � Sunday 12-5

Get Inspired  -  by touring Brevard's Finest Homes

Discover - New Decorating Trends

Imagine - Endless Possibilities of Homeownership

Experience - Quality Workmanship Firsthand

PLAN YOUR PARADE ROUTE AT FLORIDATODAY.COM/PARADEOFHOMES

Parade
logo

For information visit our website at www.HBCA-Brevard.org.
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Brevard County Parks and Recreation’s sixth annual

“Easter Day of Fun” will be held at 3 p.m. on Friday,

March 18, at Walter Butler Community Center, located at

the Bernice G. Jackson Park, 4201 North U.S. Highway 1,

Cocoa (Sharpes).

Participants can enjoy a free egg hunt, face–painting,

crafts and more. All participants should bring their own

egg carriers. This event is co–sponsored with North Cocoa

Civic League. Call 433–4448 for more information on this

community gathering.

Additionally, there will be two free egg hunts and a

movie at Fay Park, 6315 Depot Road in Port St. John, on

Saturday, March 19. Children ages 5 and younger will

hunt eggs starting at 6 p.m. Children ages 6 through 12

years should bring a flashlight for the egg hunt starting at

8:15 p.m., and all participants should bring their own egg

carrier. Following the egg hunt the movie Mimions” be

shown in the park. For more information these free events,

call 633–1904.

Isaac Campbell Sr. Park in North Brevard will host a

free egg hunt at 2 p.m. on Thursday, March 24. All

participants should bring their own egg carrier. Call

264–5040 for more information on this event.

Cuyler Park will host a free egg hunt at 2 p.m. on

Friday, March 25. All participants should bring their own

egg carriers. Call 264–5045 for more information on this

program.

“Breakfast with the Easter Bunny,” for children

10 years of age and younger, will be held at 9 a.m. on

Saturday, March 26, at Sand Point Park, 101 N. Washing-

ton Ave. in Titusville. There will be a pancake breakfast,

crafts and egg hunt.

Remember to bring your own egg carrier and camera.

Children must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets are

$3 for each adult and $5 for each child. Space is limited to

the first 150 children.

Registration is recommended at Sandrift Community

Center, 585 N. Singleton Ave. in Titusville. Call (321)

264–5037 for more information on this event.

Variety of Easter events planned in North Brevard for children and families; set for various locations

Community event scheduled March 19 at Erna Nixon Park
“Stroll in the Park After Dark,” sponsored by Brevard County Parks and Recreation, will be held from 7 to 10 p.m. on

Saturday, March 19, at Erna Nixon Park, 1200 Evans Road in West Melbourne. The Brevard Astronomical Society will

be there with telescopes for stargazing and sky–watching. Musical entertainment will be provided by Tina Eno, Sharon

Osuna, Seyba Diouf, Sunnlyland Steve and others. Food will be available for purchase from Chachi’s Cafe. Parking will

be available at Melbourne Square Mall (Pole 4), on the west side of JC Penney. Patrons will be shuttled to and from the

park. Admission is $4 per person, cash only. For more information on this program, call Erna Nixon Park at 952–4525.
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Our mission is to bring awareness to teen issues and guide 
teens to available resources. 

www.Taylor4Teens.org       
501c3 Not For Profit Organization 

6th Annual 

Taylor 4 Teens 
Walk 4 Change 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 
Front Street Park at the corner of   

Front Street and New Haven Ave. 

Please collect your loose change daily as donation and 
join us as we walk to support a CHANGE in awareness 
and communication of teen depression and suicide. 
 

Registration:  8:00 - 8:30am 

Start Time:     9:00am 

Entry Fee:       Donation 

$15.00 donation = Free Taylor 4 Teens T-Shirt 
 

Take Your Business 
to the Next Level

At Fidelity Bank of Florida, we understand that small businesses 
need to grow and succeed. Contact us today to learn how our 
expertise in making SBA loans can you give you the leverage you 
need to take your enterprise to the next level.

AN SBA LOAN CAN HELP

(321) 452-0011 
1380 N. Courtenay Parkway
Merritt Island, FL 32953

www.fbfna.com
All financing is subject to credit approval.
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Please see Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic, page 15

Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic to present ‘Cheeseburger in Paradise’
benefit at private home; raises money for college scholarships for women
By Ken Datzman

Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic is

one of the oldest social and charitable

women’s organizations in Brevard

County, and one of the most influential

nonprofits in the region when it comes

to supporting the higher–education

ambitions of area students through the

funding of scholarships.

MAP is affiliated with the 114–year–

old National Panhellenic Conference, or

NPC, an umbrella organization that

provides support and guidance for its

26–member sororities, such as Alpha

Delta Pi, Delta Delta Delta, and others.

It is one of the largest women’s member-

ship organizations in America.

More than 50 years old, the local

chapter is doing a lot of great things in

the community.

“No one belongs to Panhellenic

because she is promoting herself. That, I

think, is the great attribute of this

organization. It’s not about individuals.

We are for the sisterhood — the girls in

college,” said Fran Galey, who has been

a member of MAP for some 25 years

and is a graduate of the University of

Miami, where she was a Tri Delta.

Galey is a former president of MAP.

When MAP was formed, scholarship

funding was identified as the main focus

of the organization. “We have provided

more than $300,000 in scholarships to

area women. We’re really proud of that.

The scholarship amounts in the early

years were much smaller than today’s,”

said MAP member Teresa McNeight,

whose organization is gearing up for its

annual fund–raiser, “Cheeseburger in

Paradise: A River Rendezvous.”

Since its inception, MAP has funded

more than 150 scholarships for area

women. Janice Kershaw, executive

director of the Brevard Schools Founda-

tion, heads up the Scholarship Commit-

tee for MAP. “The scholarships typically

range from $1,500 to $2,000,” she said.

“We offer the scholarships to young

ladies who are currently in college and

are members of an NPC–affiliated

sorority, are graduates of a Brevard

County high school, and are currently

attending a Florida college or univer-

sity.”

The scholarship deadline for the next

funding cycle is March 16. The applica-

tion can be downloaded at

www.MelbournePanhellenic.org.

The winners will be awarded their

scholarships on May 11 at a banquet at

Suntree Country Club in Melbourne,

said Kershaw. “The banquet program

provides an opportunity for the students

to talk about their future plans and we

get to know them a little more.”

One of those MAP scholarship

recipients was Anna Whittington, who

was raised in Rockledge. The scholar-

ship helped put her on the path to a

successful career.

“Anna is an example of someone who

went away to attend college, and came

back years later and has become a

leader in the Brevard community,” said

Diane Chasick, MAP’s 2015–2016

president who is a graduate of the

University of Georgia and a Kappa

Delta. “We really embrace and promote

that aspect of MAP. It’s great to see this

happen.”

Whittington earned her bachelor’s

degree in biomedical sciences and a

master’s in public health from the

University of South Florida. Her last

semester at USF was spent in Costa

Rica, where Whittington performed

public health research and completed

courses through the Monteverde

Institute and the University of Costa

Rica.

She then moved to Philadelphia and

earned her master’s of health sciences

degree from Drexel University’s highly

rated Physician Assistant program. She

worked as a physician assistant in

internal medicine in Albany, Ga., before

moving back to Brevard. Today,

Whittington is a board–certified

physician assistant at Brevard Medical

Dermatology, with offices in Viera and

Titusville.

“I was very involved in my sorority at

USF (Alpha Delta Pi),” said

Whittington, who became an MAP

member in January of 2015. “I grew up

in Brevard and came back to work here

after 11 years. So that is a good example

of how life can come full circle. It’s great

MAP’s annual fund–raiser is set for April 2 at a private home on Riverside Drive in Melbourne. Individual tickets for ‘Cheeseburger in Paradise’ are $75.
Sponsorships begin at $250 (includes two guests). The MAP committee members include, from left: Anna Whittington (former scholarship winner), Fran
Galey, Janice Kershaw, Diane Chasick, Teresa McNeight, and Michele Everett. They are at event hosts Herman and Michele Everett’s home.
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Please see Clevens Face and Body Specialists, page 17

Nurse practitioner Teresa Imperiale–Westerfield, medical aesthetician Christy
Jeffreys join Clevens Face and Body Specialists; relocates Merritt Island office
By Ken Datzman

Clevens Face and Body Specialists, a growing practice

on the leading edge of plastic and reconstructive surgery

and nonsurgical cosmetic skin–care treatments, has

recruited two highly skilled and experienced health–care

professionals to join its team.

Board–certified nurse practitioner Teresa Imperiale–

Westerfield and licensed medical aesthetician Christy

Jeffreys work closely with the practice’s two surgeons,

Dr. Ross Clevens and Dr. Amy Ortega.

Melbourne–based Clevens Face and Body Specialists

also has relocated its Merritt Island office to 135 Grove

St. The practice will host a community open house there

from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 16.

Both Westerfield and Melbourne native Jeffreys said

they are “thrilled to be joining the well established and

highly regarded practice.”

“For me, it’s a great opportunity to expand my

horizons by working for a leading plastic surgery

practice,” said Jeffreys. “I have worked in the field for 10

years. My background has been with dermatologist

offices doing cosmetic treatments. I am really excited to

grow this new side of my career. I truly have a passion for

helping people look great and feel good about them-

selves.”

Medical aestheticians like Jeffreys are licensed,

professional skin–care specialists who perform their

duties under the supervision of physicians, dermatolo-

gists, and plastic surgeons. They improve and beautify

facial skin through non–surgical means.

Jeffreys, for example, performs a range of skin–care

procedures, including “results–oriented” facials, chemical

peels, microdermabrasion, laser hair removal, and is an

acne–treatment specialist. She also does consultations for

Westerfield as her patient–care coordinator.

“And I perform electrolysis hair removal, which is the

only FDA–approved permanent hair–removal method,”

said Jeffreys.

Dr. Clevens markets his own “medical–grade” line of

skin–care products, which are sold at the practice, and

Jeffreys does customer consultations for the line. “We

receive a lot of good feedback from the customers. They

really like Dr. Clevens’ product line and the results they

see.”

Jeffreys was educated in her field at Brevard Commu-

nity College, now Eastern Florida State University. She

continued her education at the Beauty and Health

Institute in Tampa and holds state board certifications in

electrolysis, laser, and light–based hair removal. Jeffreys

is also certified in advanced chemical peel techniques.

“Continuing education is really huge for me,” she said.

“I enroll in several courses per year beyond what’s

required in the field.”

Originally from upstate New York, Westerfield

specializes in cosmetic procedures such as injectables,

fillers, and laser treatments. A “master injector,” she has

Board certified nurse practitioner Teresa Imperiale–Westerfield, right, and licensed medical aesthetician Christy Jeffreys are the newest
health–care professionals at Clevens Face and Body Specialists. Both have years of experience in their respective fields. Westerfield,
who specializes in cosmetic procedures such as injectables, is also an educator in her field. She teaches physicians, nurse practitioners,
and physician assistants the proper injection techniques. They are at the new Merritt Island office on Grove Street.

more than a decade of experience as an instructor

teaching physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician

assistants the proper injection techniques.

Her resume caught the eye of Dr. Clevens, founder of

the practice and a graduate of Harvard Medical School.

“Dr. Clevens felt that I would fit right in with the practice

doing Botox injections and filler injections because I have

the skill set,” said Westerfield, who is board certified by

the American Nurse’s Credentialing Center. “I have

traveled all over the nation teaching an injection course

to nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and physi-

cians. I have been doing this for years with a company

out of Louisiana.”

Her experience also includes years in orthopedics and

sports medicine doing patient injections.

At Clevens Face and Body Specialists, Westerfield

helps patients “look and feel their best” by providing a

range of cosmetic treatments, particularly in the area of

facial rejuvenation to address the common effects of

aging. She provides Botox treatments to smooth lines

and wrinkles, fillers to restore volume loss in the cheeks

and nonsurgical procedures to plump the lips and

address lines around the mouth.

Additionally, Westerfield administers laser treat-

ments, including skin resurfacing and laser hair removal,

and she provides skin health checks and cancer screen-

ings.

Westerfield is also an artist specializing in acrylic

painting. “Teresa’s expertise in injectables is just

amplified by her artistic abilities,” said Jeffreys. “I think

that is very important. She has a good eye for balance

and beauty and fine detail.”

Nurse practitioners are licensed, expert clinicians who

provide primary, acute and specialty health–care

services. Additionally, they work as partners with their

patients, guiding them to make educated health–care
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888.960.5760
KeiserUniversity.edu

Earn a degree in Business Administration with concentrations in:

Programs and delivery format vary by campus

Marketing • Finance • International Business 
Management • Transportation & Logistics  
Human Resource Management

Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university
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Community Bank of the South
is a Small Business,
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Commercial Loans
Operating Lines of Credit
SBA 504 Loans
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Health Savings Accounts

321-452-0420

CBOSDirect.com
U.S. Treasury Approved

Small Business Lending Fund
Bill Taylor

President /CEO
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By Zenaida Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — The North American Coastal Plain —

the low–lying land stretching from Texas to Florida to New

England — was recently named the 36th “biodiversity

hotspot” in the world, highlighting the importance of this

region, but signaling concerns over threats to the plant and

animal life there.

To be recognized as a global biodiversity hotspot, a

region must contain at least 1,500 endemic plant species

found nowhere else in the world and have experienced

more than 70 percent habitat loss. The Coastal Plain has

1,816 endemic plants and has suffered an 85.5 percent loss

of natural habitat.

The loss of habitat shows no sign of slowing, according

to several studies. Florida is entirely within the Coastal

Plain and is the richest area biologically, but also the most

threatened.

“We are suffering the highest rate of habitat loss

because we have the highest rate of human population

growth within the region,” said Reed Noss, a University of

Central Florida biology professor who was the lead author

of a scientific study that landed Florida and the rest of the

North American Coastal Plain on the list.

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund created the

biodiversity hotspot list based on a scientific study. The list

represents some of the world’s most remarkable places

that are also the most threatened. These places are

reservoirs of plant and animal life and the highest

priorities for conservation.

“Florida, in terms of endemic species, is the hottest spot

within the Coastal Plain,” Noss said. Among the one–of–a–

kind species in danger are species of turtles, frogs,

freshwater fish, mice, birds and many types of plants and

invertebrates.

Noss, who has been studying biodiversity conservation

for more than 40 years said it is critical to protect the

hotspots within the hotspot that have the highest biologi-

cal values.

“We need more funding for the Florida Forever

conservation fund, a continuation of the program which

voters approved in 2014,” Noss said. “It designates billions

of dollars to land and water conservation over the next 20

years, but the Florida Legislature has ignored this

mandate by diverting the vast majority of the funding to

routine operating expenses.”

Also important is to manage growth and stop urban

sprawl, he said.

Noss directs the Science and Planning in Conservation

Ecology Lab at the University of Central Florida. His

research group is diverse, with ongoing projects including

avian conservation, studies of the impacts of road and

animal crossings, fire ecology, large carnivore conservation,

and the effects of sea–level rise and climate change on

Florida’s biodiversity. Noss is also president of the Florida

Institute for Conservation Science and has directed

ecological and conservation studies in Florida, throughout

the Southeastern United States, Pacific Northwest, Rocky

Mountains and Canada.

Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund is a joint initia-

tive of l’Agence Française de Développement, Conservation

International, the European Union, the Global Environ-

ment Facility, Japan, the MacArthur Foundation and the

World Bank.

Florida declared a global ‘biodiversity hotspot’ in the world; highlights the importance of this state

Florida company now offering online mental–health services across state
The Florida Center for Integrative Telepsychiatry and Telepsychotherapy, a nonprofit company, has announced that is

offering “affordable, convenient, and personalized mental–health services for the entire state of Florida.” The online

services are for those whose physical condition, situation, or location creates difficulties in traveling to an office or

hospital. These services are available to anyone who has access to a computer, tablet or smart phone (iPhone, iPad or,

Android) and a high–speed Internet connection. “We connect with our patients through a secure video teleconference

platform to ensure privacy. By utilizing this technology we can provide timely, private, and affordable patient care in the

convenience and comfort of their home or other preferred location.” Its licensed psychiatrists and psychologists are

trained at “leading hospitals” to give you the quality of care you deserve.” They are supported by a staff of qualified

psychiatric nurse practitioners, counselors, and therapists. To learn more about these services, visit www.FCITT.org.
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Florida Bar launches new app to educate
high school seniors on legal adulthood,
offers number of resources for students

With spring break just weeks away, The Florida Bar is

launching a new mobile app designed to help young adults

understand the legal rights and responsibilities that will

greet them when they turn 18 years old.

The #JustAdulting app provides specific tools and

resources outlining how Florida law can affect their lives.

It is free to download at www.JustAdulting.com and

available on any smart phone.

Turning 18 is a milestone that brings with it not just

new experiences but also a whole new list of challenges,

from buying a car and leasing an apartment to under-

standing both drinking laws and criminal charges. With

this in mind, The Florida Bar’s #JustAdulting mobile app

and dedicated website provide a number of resources to

educate young adults on Florida law.

“With graduation only a few months away and spring

break right around the corner, more than 179,000 high

school seniors in Florida will be challenged with new

responsibilities and confronted with new realities that they

need to understand,” said Ramón Abadin, president of The

Florida Bar.

“Our Law Related Education Committee created this

new app so today’s tech–savvy teens can be better pre-

pared for life as adults.”

Abadin adds that what may have come with a slap on

the wrist as a minor could lead to hefty fines or even jail

time as an adult, including:

l Fake ID: Anyone possessing a forged (altered) or

counterfeit (falsely produced) ID, or possess a stolen ID,

risk a third degree felony. Penalties include up to: an

arrest, a maximum of five years in prison or probation and

a $5,000 fine.

l Underage drinking: The legal drinking age in Florida is

21. Anyone younger than 21 in possession of alcohol can be

cited for a second–degree misdemeanor, which can lead to

costly court fees, fines and other lasting consequences.

l Open container: Possession of an open alcoholic beverage

container in a vehicle (in motion or stopped) by the driver

and or the passenger is a violation of Florida law.

l Driving under the influence: Driving, while under the

influence, is subject to heavy penalties for the first offense.

These include possible imprisonment of up to six months; a

loss of your driver’s license for up to one year; a fine up to

$2,000 in addition to court costs; completion of a sub-

stance–abuse course and driving course; 50 hours of

community service; an electronic alcohol monitor worn at

all times; and immediate impounding of the vehicle driven.

l Sexual cyber–harassment: Florida law classifies sexual

cyber–harassment as a first–degree misdemeanor

punishable by up to one year in jail and a $1,000 fine for

the first offense.

The app provides other critical information on how to

navigate the court system, how to communicate with law

enforcement, and what rights are granted in case of arrest.

Additional resources, including an infographic, video

and a PowerPoint quiz presentation, are available at

www.FloridaBar.org/JustAdulting. The Legal Survival

Guide for New Adults is also available by download from

www.FloridaBar.org/JustAdulting.
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Custom  Palette Choices
Furniture & Accessories
Artwork & Sculptures
Custom Drapery &
Window Treatments
Space Planning
Selection of Finishes & Fixtures
Cabinets & Millwork Selections
Lighting & Electrical Designs
Outdoor Living Area Selections

Designers West Interiors
specializes

in complete custom
residential interior
design services.

Our goal is to provide
the homeowner
with a custom,

personalized home
they will truly enjoy!

New Traditions Interiors

Liz Harris, Owner
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Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic
Continued from page 10

to be back and be part of MAP.” She was awarded her

MAP scholarship in 2005–2006. “At the time I was the

vice president and transitioning to president of my

sorority.”

The community will have the opportunity to support

the work of MAP and directly impact the funding of its

college scholarships for area women by attending

“Cheeseburger in Paradise,” which is set for 5 p.m. on

Saturday, April 2, at the home of Herman and Michele

Everett on Riverside Drive in Melbourne.

Cheeseburger in Paradise will be a fun evening

dedicated to the lifestyle and spirit of “Margaritaville,”

including gourmet cheeseburgers, margaritas, and live

music by the tropical rock–duo “Highway One,” said

Michele Everett, event chairwoman.

“We wanted to have a benefit that was fun, casual,

and outdoors, and would involve the husbands. They do

not have to get dressed up to join us,” she said. Cabana

Shores Tiki Bar & Grill in Palm Shores is the caterer

and will be grilling the gourmet burgers on site that

evening. “There will be silent auctions and other

activities and, of course, margaritas. We are encourag-

ing attendees to wear their flip–flops,” said Everett.

The silent auction items will include donations from

beauty shops and spas, restaurants, golf establish-

ments, dermatologists and plastic surgeons, and

Andretti Thrill Park, said McNeight.

Individual tickets for Cheeseburger in Paradise are

$75. To purchase tickets for the event, visit

www.MelbournePanhellenic.org. The organization is

seeking sponsors. The three levels are: “Fins to the

Left,” $250 (two guests); “Fins to the Right,” $500 (four

guests); and “Best Bait in Town,” $1,000 (six guests).

For more details on becoming a sponsor, visit the

website or call 288–0858.

The Cheeseburger in Paradise committee members

include: Ann Anthony, Michele Everett, Galey, Pat

Honeywill, McNeight, Marcia Meskiel–Macy, Nikki

Netzley, Jan Reed, Lacey Robbins, and Rebecca

Shireman.

The 2015–2016 MAP board members are: Chasick,

president; Carla Hughes, recording secretary; Mary

June Joseph, treasurer; Meskiel–Macy, vice president;

Jen Zeigel, corresponding secretary; and Lauri Hart,

assistant treasurer.

The organization has roughly 150 dues–paying

members, said McNeight. “The members range in age

from 25 to 95. Many of our members were the first in

their families to go to college. For this philanthropic

organization to be able to provide scholarships to young

women in Brevard County to continue their education

is very important to us.”

The MAP began when two neighbors were chatting

over their “clothesline” and discovered they were both

members of a sorority, said McNeight. “They were the

wives of engineers who came to Brevard County to work

for Radiation Inc. (which merged with Harris Corp. in

1967). Some of our founding members lived in

Melbourne Beach and this is where the ‘clothesline

conversation’ took place.”

Through the MAP network, members make lifelong

friends and have opportunities to hone their leadership

skills. The organization hosts meetings that feature

guest speakers. “The topics are wide ranging. It’s

important for the members to continue to grow and

learn about the community,” said Lacey Robbins, a

Vanderbilt graduate.

The charter members of MAP include: Liz Baker,

Irene Bush, Victoria Chambers, Norma Clarke, Pat

Diaz, Leah Fisher, Doris Gardenhire, Ann Hammer,

Martha Hartley, Paulette Koller, Dianne Maxwell,

Anne Murphy, Marilyn Penn, Nancy Pepple, Martha

Rackelman, Gerie Radencic, Ann Smith, Marcie

Turner, and Marilyn Wilson.

As the MAP president, Chasick says her focus this

year is on “communication, cooperation, and coordina-

tion. And I think that Michele Everett and her commit-

tee — the Ways and Means Committee, which orga-

nizes this fund–raiser — is the ultimate example of

those three catchwords.”

Chasick added, “They’ve communicated with each

other, they’ve cooperated with each other, and they’ve

coordinated things with each other. Putting on a fund–

raiser like this can be challenging at times. We are all

volunteers. They banded together to make it happen.

We’re looking forward to having a great event and

raising money to help college women from the area.”
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Two new inductees announced for
Astronaut Hall of Fame, veterans Brian
Duffy and Scott Parazynski join colleagues

CAPE CANAVERAL — In recognition of their

“extraordinary” accomplishments in furthering NASA’s

mission of exploration and discovery, veteran astronauts

Brian Duffy and Scott Parazynski have been selected for

induction into the elite United States Astronaut Hall of

Fame.

The announcement was made at Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex by Dan Brandenstein, Hall of

Fame astronaut and board chairman of the Astronaut

Scholarship Foundation, which oversees the induction

selection process.

Duffy and Parazynski will be officially inducted into

the Hall of Fame at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor

Complex beginning with the Astronaut Scholarship

Foundation Gala on the evening of May 13, and culminat-

ing with a public ceremony at 2 p.m. on May 14. The

events will be attended by a roster of “astronaut legends.”

Both Duffy and Parazynski make up the 15th group of

space shuttle astronauts to be inducted into the Hall of

Fame and both flew aboard the Atlantis, which is now

located at the Visitor Complex and will be the site of the

induction ceremony in May. Adding the two veteran

astronauts to the Hall of Fame will bring the total

number of astronauts inducted to 93.

“These men embody the courage, sacrifice and long–

held commitment to furthering space exploration that is

at the heart of the NASA mission,” said Brandenstein.

“I am truly honored to name them as the newest induct-

ees into the United States Astronaut Hall of Fame.”

Duffy is a veteran Air Force pilot, astronaut and

aerospace industry executive. He is a veteran of four space

shuttle flights, including STS–92, which “opened the door”

to construction of the International Space Station.

A medical doctor and pilot, Parazynski is a veteran of

five space shuttle missions. He flew alongside legendary

astronaut and U.S. Senator John Glenn and is credited

with performing a critical, unrehearsed spacewalk to

repair a space station solar array.

The U. S. Astronaut Hall of Fame was spearheaded by

the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, an organization

created more than 30 years ago by the six surviving

Mercury 7 astronauts, with the goal of helping university

students pursue their dreams in science, technology,

engineering and math. Since that time, the foundation

has awarded more than $4 million in merit–based

scholarships to more than 400 “brilliant students.”

Their legacy will continue this fall as a new Astronaut

Hall of Fame opens at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor

Complex, part of the new “Heroes and Legends” attrac-

tion. Heroes and Legends will not only bring to life the

“enthralling” stories of America’s pioneering astronauts,

but also invite guests to vicariously experience the thrills

and dangers of America’s earliest missions through high–

tech elements and special effects, including simulated

holograms and augmented reality. Inside the new

Astronaut Hall of Fame, guests can use interactive

features to learn more about nearly 100 astronaut heroes.

For more information, call (877) 313–2610 or visit

www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.
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decisions and healthy lifestyle choices. Nurse practitio-

ners have become the health–care partner of choice for

millions of Americans.

“I’ve had a long interest in this field,” said Westerfield,

who earned her master’s degree as a nurse practitioner

from Pace University, a private institution in the New

York metropolitan area. “I have seen my profession grow

and grow. It’s exciting.”

She has more than 15 years experience as a nurse

practitioner. In 2015, the field marked its 50th anniver-

sary. Today, there are more than 205,000 nurse practitio-

ners licensed in the United States. The nurse practitioner

work force has doubled in the last 10 years, and the

numbers continue to grow.

Employment of nurse practitioners is projected to

grow 31 percent now through 2024, much faster than the

average for all occupations, according to the U.S. Bureau

of Labor Statistics.

Growth will occur primarily because of the effects of

health–care legislation, an increased emphasis on

preventive care, and demand for health–care services

from the large, aging baby–boomer population as they

live longer and more active lives than previous genera-

tions.

“The health–care sector is really changing and nurse

practitioners and physician assistants, known in the

industry as mid–level providers, are at the center of this

change,” said Westerfield, who has devoted an extensive

amount of time as a volunteer working with the Kenyan

government and the Society for Hospitals and Resources

Exchange to dramatically improve the availability of

health services in that country.

“The nurse–practitioner profession has really grown

in importance, especially over the past few years. There

are a number of reasons for that, one of which is the

Affordable Care Act. More people today have health

insurance and are seeing physicians. Physicians are

spread thin and mid–level providers have stepped in to

fill the gap helping ease their work load.”

According to a new study by the Kaiser Family

Foundation, a greater percentage of newly insured

Americans under the Affordable Care Act are turning to

nurse practitioners and physician assistants for their

primary care needs. Recent studies have also shown

these professionals lower health–care costs for both

consumers and health–care systems and help improve

the quality of patient care.

One year ago, nurse practitioners and physician

assistants won a significant victory in the bipartisan

Medicare–reform legislation that was signed into law by

President Obama. The statute includes an increase in

Medicare payment rates for physician assistants and

other providers for each of the next four years.

“The government has recognized the importance of

mid–level providers. I believe nurse practitioners and

physician assistants are the wave of the future for

America’s health–care system,” said Westerfield.

Former educator to address women’s organization at an area hotel in Viera
The League of Women Voters of the Space Coast will host its “Timely Topics Luncheon” at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday,

March 19, at the Holiday Inn, 8298 N. Wickham Road in Viera.

The event is titled “Citizen’s Climate Lobby — Creating Political Will for a Sustainable Climate.” The guest speaker

will be Desta Horner, founder of the Seminole County Chapter of Citizen’s Climate Lobby, a nonprofit, non–partisan

organization working to create the political will in Congress to pass legislation to reduce carbon emissions from fossil

fuels.

The luncheon fee is $22. RSVP to Doreen Archer at 622–4071 or to darcher14@cfl.rr.com. The reservation deadline is

March 14.

Horner is a former high school teacher who worked for 31 years in Seminole County Public Schools. She is a

graduate of the University of Florida and holds a master’s degree from the University of Central Florida. In 2005, she

retired and became a producer and reporter for Carroll McKenney Foundation for Public Media. This Internet audio–

podcasting service produces programs on issues in Central Florida.
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Moon Golf at The Centre at Suntree
Continued from page 1

going to dedicate probably 1,200 square feet to just

footwear and golf apparel. Clothing is an area of opportu-

nity we hope to capitalize on, especially junior clothing and

children’s clothing.”

She added, “We are also going to have a bigger putting

green. We are going to expose the ceilings and put in all

new flooring. Once the renovation is finished, I think that

people are going to really embrace what we have done. We

want them to feel like this is their store.”

Dan Moon said the expansion will allow Moon Golf to

double its “capability for fitting. We’ll have the ability to fit

more than one individual at a time. We’ll be adding a

hitting bay, too.”

The market for golf balls and custom–fit golf clubs is

growing, according to Golf Datatech LLC, the golf

industry’s leading independent research firm for consumer,

trade, and retail golf trends. A 2015 Datatech survey says

60 percent of those who have been custom fit have been fit

for irons, while 42 percent of all respondents have been fit

for a new driver.

The Moons, golf enthusiasts, purchased the store last

year from businesswoman Martha Scholz. “We’re really

excited about the future of the store because we’ve had an

immensely successful relationship with the prior owner,

Martha Scholz of Golf USA. We want to take everything

that Martha did so successfully and build upon that, while

adding a few touches of our own,” said Anne Moon.

The Moons’ investment is another example of growth in

the commercial real–estate sector in Brevard. The Centre

at Suntree, a retail complex with more than 82,000 square

feet, is managed and leased by Brenner Real Estate

Group’s Melbourne office.

“This is an exciting time for Anne and Dan,” said Carla

Casey, the local regional manager for Fort Lauderdale–

based Brenner Real Estate Group, which also manages

and leases the Imperial Plaza office building and Suntree

Plaza, both in the same area. “They are set to do an

expansion and a lease extension, and we will be starting

some construction and improvements for them within the

next 30 days.” The general contractor for the project is area

firm PAVCO Construction Inc.

Casey said 2016 has “started out to be an uplifting year

for our company and for the Suntree area in general. The

momentum of 2015 is carrying over into 2016. Toward the

end of last year, Charlie & Jake’s Brewery Grille did a

renovation of their restaurant at The Centre at Suntree.

The YMCA did a renovation, too, at The Centre at Suntree.

At Suntree Plaza, Niki’s Family Restaurant did a renova-

tion last year, as did Tracey’s Lounge. So businesses are

again investing in their enterprises. This is a sign of

confidence in the Brevard economy.”

The expansion space at Moon Golf will include high–

definition golf simulators, by industry leader TrackMan

Golf, that will allow people to play such renowned courses

as Pebble Beach in California, St. Andrews in Scotland,

Bethpage Black in New York, and others, with unmatched

accuracy and realism, right in the air–conditioned comfort

of the store. “It’s going to open up the possibilities of

electronic golf in the area,” said Dan Moon. “People will be

able to play a round of golf in California and at courses all

over America, as well as internationally.”

Auburn University graduates Dan and Anne Moon,

who have years of experience working for some of the

biggest names in the retail golf industry, have set their

sights on building Moon Golf into something special for

Brevard County and neighboring markets, including

Indian River County. The Moons came to Brevard to set

down roots and raise their family.

“We want to be a destination store, that’s our goal,” said

Anne Moon, who played on the women’s golf team at

Auburn University in the late 1990s and early 2000s. “We

are looking to attract not only customers from throughout

Brevard but also from Vero Beach and other nearby

areas.”

She continued, “Recently, we had a customer visit our

store who drove 100 miles from Palm Coast because he

had heard about what we’re doing and the selection of

merchandise we offer at Moon Golf. This store has a great

history with its customer base and the service it has

provided.”

Scholz owned and ran Golf USA, a franchise, for the

last 11 years at The Centre at Suntree, before selling the

operation to the Moons, who decided to build their own

brand rather than continue with the Golf USA name.

Scholz grew the store into a thriving business. It was

one of Golf USA’s top stores within the franchise system

all 11 years.

“The Centre at Suntree turned out to be a great location

for a retail golf store,” said Scholz, a former vice president

of advancement at Florida Tech and associate vice

president for external affairs. She is now a marketing and

fund–raising consultant and works closely with the Moons

advising them on marketing strategies.

“Dan and Anne are young, energetic and have the

creativity to build Moon Golf into a much bigger venture,”

said Scholz. “They truly have the only full–service store of

its kind in Brevard County, Indian River County, and

Volusia County. They know their customer base and offer

personalized service, the kind of service you won’t experi-

ence in the big–box retail stores.”

“And we play golf with a lot of our customers,” added

Anne Moon.

Scholz said she had received “plenty of interest” from

people who looked at her store, and handpicked the Moons

to carry on the customer relationships she had worked so

hard to forge through the years.

“They have the customer–service skills, the enthusi-

asm, and everything else that’s needed to succeed in this

type of business. I think there is going to be a long history

with Moon Golf and some interesting things to come.

There is no question Moon Golf is going to be a big brand

and it could be way more than just the Space Coast, as it

already is. In my estimation, the brand can go across

Florida and the Moons have the energy and creativity to

make it work.”

The Moons, who have two young children, “met on a

golf course at Auburn University.” Anne Moon earned her

bachelor’s degree in communication. Dan Moon earned his

degree in management information systems. “And here I

am selling golf clubs. But I love it. We love the game of golf.

It’s been our career path since graduating from Auburn,”

Dan Moon said.

Anne Moon played on some “deep and talented” SEC

championship teams at Auburn that fared well in the

NCAA Championships. “Playing golf at Auburn was a

great experience for me personally. I had the opportunity

to travel all over the world to compete collegiately.” Her

senior year, in 2003, Auburn was ranked No. 3 in the

nation in the “GolfWorld” poll.

After college, Anne Moon said she tried to “play for a

living on the Ladies Professional Golf Association Futures

Tour, “but it didn’t work out. I had a brief moment as a golf

professional.” The Futures Tour is now known as the

Symetra Tour, which secured the naming rights. The Tour

serves as the official development circuit of the LPGA,

offering rising stars in the women’s game an opportunity to

prepare for a career on the LPGA circuit.

Women make up more than 20 percent of the estimated

25 million golfers in the U.S., and contribute to roughly

19 percent of all golf sales nationally, according to

Datatech. It says the $900 million women’s golf market is

underserved and presents opportunities, especially in

apparel and shoes.

Both of the Moons pursued careers in the golf field,

working in Georgia and Florida. Anne Moon worked as a

sales representative for Callaway Golf. Dan Moon man-

aged Edwin Watts Golf stores throughout the Southeast

and worked as a technical representative for Callaway.

In May of 2003, Dan Moon started in the golf business

with Edwin Watts in Jacksonville. Anne Moon said, “At

that point, I developed a relationship with Callaway Golf

as a tech representative. I did a lot of ‘demo days,’ a lot of

fitting events, and a lot of tournaments for the local

representative in the Jacksonville area while Dan man-

aged the Edwin Watts store in Jacksonville.”

Dan Moon won a number of promotions with Edwin

Watts. He was chosen to open the Edwin Watts retail store

in Savannah, Ga. “So we picked up and moved to Savan-

nah and I continued to maintain my relationship with

Callaway Golf,” said Anne Moon. About 10 months later,

she was offered the opportunity to be the Callaway Golf

sales representative for the East Coast of Florida, from

Daytona to Delray Beach. “That’s when I first met Martha

Scholz at her Golf USA store. She became one of my best

customers during the six years with Callaway.”

Their jobs required them to do a lot of traveling, which

was challenging of late because they have young children.

“We decided to make a pretty big change and leave the

Callaway world, which was great to us and our careers. We

were fortunate to have been able to work for them for six

years, but we couldn’t get the balance we needed in life. We

have a daughter who is about to turn 5 years old and a son

who is about to turn 2 years old. We really didn’t have

enough time for what matters most in our life and that is

our family,” said Anne Moon.

In May of 2015, the Moons resigned their positions and

took a few months off before closing the deal to buy

Scholz’s store. “This gave us the opportunity to stay in the

business that we really love, and it gave us the balance we

really needed in life,” she said.

“And we swapped a two–hour commute for a five–

minute commute,” said Dan Moon. “We excited about the

future of Moon Golf.”
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