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‘COlaunch’ program set

to open; Greater Titusville

Renaissance makes strides

Cathy Musselman is executive director of Greater Titusville Renaissance Inc., whose mission includes economic development in
North Brevard. Soon, GTR will open its 2,800–square–foot ‘COlaunch’ facility, a co–work space, on South Washington Avenue
in Titusville, targeting business start–ups and independent professionals. There is no long–term lease. Businessman Bryan Scott is
on the GTR board. He has built two wildly successful companies in the last eight years — Barn Light Electric and Playalinda Brewing
Co., both in Titusville. Barn Light Electric has a global customer base. They are at GTR’s office in Titusville.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

By Ken Datzman

TITUSVILLE — In just four years since its creation, Greater

Titusville Renaissance Inc. has had a wide and timely business–

development impact on the North Brevard community.

Now the nonprofit organization is set to reach out to entrepre-

neurs, start–up businesses, and independent professionals in the

area through “COlaunch,” an innovative approach to “co–work

space” in a shared office environment.

The project on South Washington Avenue seems to be coming

at the right time. Small–business activity is on the rise in 49 of the

50 U.S. states, according to a new report from the Kauffman

Foundation, which tracks entrepreneurship in America. Despite

long–term declines in business creation and slow growth that

have led to a “start–up deficit,” the Kauffman Foundation is

“optimistic” about the future of entrepreneurship and says

America is “primed for a renewed era of growth.”

The reasons for optimism include a coming surge of Millennials

entering the labor market who will likely boost business formation

as they approach their late 30s and early 40s — the “peak age” for

start–up creation; entrepreneurs transforming and disrupting

large portions of the U.S. economy, such as banking and health

care; and existing companies supporting entrepreneurial employ-

ees to be “intra–preneurs,” which can lead to more innovations.

With the opening of COlaunch, which is scheduled for April 1,

Greater Titusville Renaissance, or GTR, will be positioned to help

entrepreneurs in various ways. “GTR’s focus is on business

development,” said Cathy Musselman, who as a longtime

successful entrepreneur, worked with businessowners and start–

ups before being named the first executive director of GTR.

“We play a key role in economic development in the community

in regard to helping start–up businesses. And with COlaunch, we

are introducing a new shared–office concept that we believe is

going to be a dynamic setting for entrepreneurs and independent

professionals as they work alongside one another.”

COlaunch is a program of the North Brevard Economic

Development Zone and is managed by GTR. Housed in a 2,800–

square–foot facility at 2323 S. Washington Ave., its location shows

off views of the Indian River Lagoon. GTR has its office there.

Unlike a business–incubation program, participants do not

have to submit a business plan to be part of COlaunch, which is

targeting a wide range of users. “Perhaps there are some profes-

sionals who are working from their homes and it’s not really

productive. We think the COlaunch environment would be a
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Mayor Rawlings–Blake announces ‘Inspired to Inspire’ honorees,
list includes former Brevard resident Margaret Roth of Yet Analytics

Please see ‘Inspired to Inspire’ honorees, page 19

BALTIMORE, Md. — Mayor Stephanie Rawlings–Blake of Baltimore has announced the winners of the

“Inspired to Inspire: Champions & Visionary” essay contest.

The women are being recognized in honor of Women’s History Month, following a citywide program that sought

out written essays from individuals about the women who inspired them most.

A review panel, including Rawlings–Blake, carefully deliberated over the numerous submissions and selected

eight winners, including former Brevard County resident and Johns Hopkins University graduate Margaret Roth.

These extraordinary women will be honored during a private dinner with the mayor, and be featured on

CharmTV.

“As I reviewed each of these essays, I was reminded about the impact that women can have in changing lives,”

Rawlings–Blake said. “I am so pleased to honor these women as part of Women’s History Month, and I look

forward to meeting with them in person and learning first–hand what makes them so inspirational.”

In alphabetical order, the following are the 2016 Inspired to Inspire: Champions & Visionary honorees:

l JOCONDA “MOMMA JO” BARNES

Joconda “Momma Jo” Barnes has been an inspiration to many. It has been said that she knows the right words

to say in the darkest moments of life to offer strength to those in need.

Ms. Barnes has a special way of making a difference in lives through strength and perseverance. She is helping

people every single day who are fighting for their lives. And through this she has beaten breast cancer, and

undergone knee replacement surgery and other life–altering medical procedures. Yet, even with her own personal

physical challenges, she inspired others through advice and teachings.

Ms. Barnes believes there are unlimited possibilities in life. Her positive outlook has changed and improved

lives for years. She believes in the dreams of others and helps to keep them on the right path.

l IFE ASSATA FATIU

Ife Assata Fatiu is dedicated to the growth and empowerment of families, communities and other women.

Through her community work, she is leading the way for all women with heart, dedication and drive to help

liberate urban families from poverty, education limitations, and drugs. She is one of the founders of the Urban

Youth Initiative Project, which is dedicated to providing behavior rectification to inner city children via the

application of culture and history. From that organization, life–changing programs such as urban therapy for

couples and families, study classes and courses for adults, lectures and community events have been created.

Ms. Fatiu has taken her experiences growing up in Baltimore City, along with her lifelong commitment for

study and research, and developed the tools needed to heal and repair families and children who require her help,

regardless of race and cultural differences.

Ms. Fatiu started the “Wake Up Rise Up Sisters Movement.” This brings women together on issues related to

community involvement, health (spiritual, mind, body, relationships), safety and self–defense, child rearing,

physical fitness, leadership, sisterhood and unity.

l FLOR GIUSTI

Flor Giusti has a passion for empowering others. Her deep commitment to raising people up has been demon-

strated in her more than 20 years of working with Baltimore women and families, including 16 years working with

victims of domestic violence.

She took on the difficult task of working to break the cycle of violence — not only with victims, but abusers as

well. For the past five years, Ms. Giusti has worked at Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center, concentrating on

low–income clients who have significant needs but few resources, to identify possible solutions, both material and

mental.

Ms. Giusti sees the power and strength in others, many times when they don’t see it themselves. She is trea-

sured by those she serves because she believes in them and works to help them believe in themselves.

Ms. Giusti’s is fondly referred to as a “Gentle Giant.” She believes if you give someone a fish, they are fed for a

day. If you teach them how to fish, they are fed for a lifetime.

l DR. JOANNE MARTIN

Dr. Joanne Martin has served as an inspiration, teacher, champion, visionary and invaluable asset to countless

people throughout Baltimore City, the entire state of Maryland and around the world.

Along with her late husband, Dr. Elmer Martin, she co–founded The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum,

which is located in East Baltimore. The museum is used as a vehicle to help disadvantaged youth overcome

feelings of alienation, defeatism and despair by educating them on history.

Dr. Martin believes community and cultural development go hand in hand. Today, the museum attracts tens of

thousands of visitors annually and is working on a multi–million dollar expansion that will encompass 120,000

square feet.

Dr. Martin has made an extraordinary impact on Baltimore through her world–renowned museum and teach-

ings. Her wax figures capture the emotions and strengths of the African–American community and were an

inspiration to Lupita Nyong’o for her Oscar–winning performance in 12 Years As A Slave.
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     Erna

A special Easter Prayer for the
Human Trafficking Victims of The State of Florida.

MARCH 21, 2016

A special Easter Prayer for the 
  Human Traffi  cking Victims of The State of Florida.
                                            Erna
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What didn’t happen as a result of the freedom to choose

my books? Well, I didn’t start or join any gangs. I didn’t

engage in teenage sex or become a teen–pregnancy

statistic. I didn’t vandalize anyone’s property. Nor did I

stop believing in God.

And let me tell you, I read some pretty strong stuff by

the time I reached the eighth grade: “The Godfather,”

“Lolita,” “Tropic of Cancer,” “Mr. and Mrs. Bo Jo Jones,”

“Wifey.” I knew all about S&M well before “Fifty Shades of

Grey” made an appearance. Geez, Fifty Shades is light

fare compared to some of the stuff I read as a kid.

Relax. I chose softer stuff too: “The Hobbit,” “Jane

Eyre,” “Watership Down.” But, the common denominator

among all of these books is that I was allowed to choose

them. No one attempted to stop me, and I am no worse for

the wear. Actually, I’m probably better.

So, this brings me to the unfortunate incident that

happened in the Seminole County School District in early

February.

An Orlando television news station, WFTV, in an

investigative report said a parent complained that her

9–year–old third–grader brought home the multi–award–

winning graphic novel, “This One Summer,” by Jillian and

Mariko Tamaki. In this coming–of–age story, a young girl

lets go of her innocence in the wake of her mother’s heavy

grief over a miscarriage and the whispers of her parents’

possible divorce.

The Seminole parent was concerned that the book’s

content was too much for her child to handle. That’s

awesome. We educators love concerned parents, parents

who take active roles in their children’s lives. But that’s

just it, isn’t it? She has to take an active role in her own

child’s life and not in the lives of other children.

She asked the question: “Do they need to know this

stuff? And if they do, do they need to hear it from the

school or do they need to hear it from their parents? That’s

the question that the screening process needs to do.”

Actually, that’s not what a school system’s screening

process needs to do or should do. And, if everyone involved

espouses the principals of intellectual freedom and First

Amendment rights, things might have played out in a

more appropriate manner — rather than the school

system considering to remove the book from middle and

high schools.

In a perfect world this is what should happen: Librar-

ies have policies in place to ensure that good, quality books

reach the shelves. If there is a challenge to a book, a

committee should be called together. The committee

should consist of educators, parents, and community

members. Each committee member should read the book,

not scan, and should review the gathered supporting

materials for the book such as reviews, awards and

testimonials.

Then, and only then, should a decision be made by that

committee and honored by all involved. The principal

should never make the decision about the book, and the

decision should never be made based on someone’s

religious beliefs or practices. The decision should be based

on the quality of the writing, the supporting materials,

curriculum use, and popularity. And, a factor that no

school system can ignore: whether the book mirrors the

people, circumstances, and diversity of the school commu-

nity.

I read this book when it was first published in 2014. It

is a good book. Is it appropriate for an elementary school?

In my opinion, probably not. But, we have policies and

procedures in place to address this. An “investigative”

report was not necessary.

In my years as a librarian I have observed that we

don’t ever have to censor books. Children self–censor every

single day. If children think a book is too violent, sexual, or

vulgar, they will not finish the book; it will be too uncom-

fortable. They will put it down or return it to the library.

My 14–year–old, who attends a Seminole County

school, abhors violent and sexual content in books. So,

when she asks for guidance before reading particular

titles, I steer her away from books with that kind of

content. I don’t let her read those books unless she decides

she wants to try.

That’s what I’m supposed to do as a parent — protect

her. But, because she and every other person in the

United States has a right to read, you will never find me

attempting to stop anyone from reading what he or she

wants.

We all have the right to read what we want, it’s called freedom to choose
By Yolanda Hood
UCF Forum columnist

There are people who I am thankful for in the trajec-

tory of my “success” in life, especially my family and my

elementary school librarian, Mrs. Walker.

I was Mrs. Walker’s student assistant in third and

fourth grades. I ran basic errands for her and alphabetized

the checkout cards. But mostly I read books. And she

encouraged me to read whatever I wanted, anywhere in

the library. It didn’t matter if they were fiction or nonfic-

tion, suited for a kindergartener or a fifth grader. If I

wanted to read the book I could read the book.

All of my family members were the same way. Not once

do I recall any family member suggesting that I not read a

book because of the maturity level of the content.

The result of so much freedom to choose was that I

grew up reading well above my grade level, did astronomi-

cally well on standardized tests, and even got a few

scholarships to college.

Brevard Schools Foundation seeking sponsors for ‘Supply Zone for Teachers’ benefit
Brevard Schools Foundation is seeking sponsors for its second annual “Sunset Moonlight & Music Fund–raiser: A

Night at the Pink Moon Lounge,” set for Friday, April 1, at the Indialantic home of Dr. Ravi and Ambika Palaniyandi.

The event benefits the Supply Zone for Teachers, a resource center that provides Brevard’s most vulnerable children

the school supplies they need to succeed in school. Funds are available to match sponsor gifts. Sponsor support ensures

the Supply Zone for Teachers can fulfill its mission of serving the educational and creative needs of children in Brevard

Public Schools by providing free school supplies to teachers at high–poverty schools.

A $500 sponsorship can provide supplies to one teacher for a year. Since it opened, just over a year ago, more than

$500,000 in backpacks, books and supplies have been distributed.

Sunset Moonlight & Music guests will enjoy cocktails, a piano bar, “psychic readings,” a wine–pull raffle, and a silent

auction, along with catering by Titusville High School’s Culinary Arts Program and a special presentation of Indian food.

For ticket or sponsorship information, contact Janice Kershaw at Kershaw.Janice@BrevardSchools.org or call

633–1000, extension 754.

For more information on this event, visit the Brevard School Foundation’s website at BrevardSchoolsFoundation.org.

Yolanda Hood is the head of the UCF

Curriculum Materials Center. She can be

reached at Yolanda.Hood@UCF.edu.
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Three representatives from National Realty of Brevard

Inc. participated in a global real–estate conference

Feb. 24–26 at the Fontainebleau in Miami Beach. Gale

Bray, broker; Pam Harrell, director of relocation services;

and P.J. McLoughlin, Realtor, took part in the Leading

Real Estate Companies of the World Annual Conference.

The event was part of the Leading Real Estate Compa-

nies of the World Conference Week, which attracted an

audience of nearly 2,500 leading real–estate professionals

from 25 countries.

The conference was open exclusively to brokers,

managers and relocation professionals affiliated with

“LeadingRE,” a global community of real–estate compa-

nies awarded membership based on rigorous standards for

service and performance. Participants explored a range of

topics relating to the real–estate market and addressed

ways to best meet the needs of today’s home buyers and

sellers.

The keynote speakers included George Blankenship,

the innovator who master–minded Apple retail stores and

later headed worldwide retail for Tesla; and William

Taylor, co–founding editor of “Fast Company” magazine.

Also featured were Stefan Swanepoel, a real–estate trends

expert and author of the “Swanepoel Power 200” and the

DANGER Report,” and a lineup of industry thought

leaders, marketing strategists and technology innovators.

“It was a real honor to bring together the brightest

minds in the real–estate industry to share ideas, explore

current and future trends, and discuss strategies for

serving the needs of today’s home buyers and sellers,” said

LeadingRE President and CEO Pam O’Connor.

National Realty is a Brevard representative of Leading

Real Estate Companies of the World

(www.LeadingRE.com), the largest network of premier

locally branded firms in more than 50 countries. The

network members account for more than 1 million annual

home–sale transactions. For more information on National

Realty, visit www.NationalRealtyFLA.com or call Harrell

at 725–1500.

Bray, Harrell and McLoughlin of National Realty take part in global real–estate conference in Miami

Denise Holloway passes FINRA examinations
Area firms Bouvier & Associates and Eastwood & Associates have announced that Denise Holloway has passed the

Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, or FINRA, Series 7 and Series 66 examinations. Holloway began working for

Bouvier & Associates in 2002, where she served in several roles until she moved to Eastwood & Associates in 2009 as Bill

Eastwood’s wealth–management assistant. Passing the FINRA Series 7 and Series 66 exams “allows Denise to provide

an expanded degree of service to Eastwood & Associates clients.” Bouvier & Associates is a full–service CPA firm offering

a range of accounting, tax, and financial services to meet the personal and business needs of its clients.
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Small Business

Lender

Community Bank of the South
is a Small Business,

and understands the lending
needs of Small Businesses.

Commercial Loans
Operating Lines of Credit
SBA 504 Loans
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Health Savings Accounts

321-452-0420

CBOSDirect.com
U.S. Treasury Approved

Small Business Lending FundKelly Guldi
SVP Credit Officer



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationMARCH 21, 2016

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 7

Brevard Hall of Fame appoints Sheriff
Wayne Ivey to its board of directors

Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey has joined the

board of directors of the Brevard Hall of Fame. The

announcement was made by John “coach” Tice, founder

and president of the organization. Sheriff Ivey accepted the

position as of January 2016.

Honor America, the organization that oversees the

Liberty Bell Museum and Melbourne Military Memorial

Park near downtown Melbourne, houses the Brevard Hall

of Fame.

“We are honored to have Sheriff Ivey join our board,”

said Tice. “Our organization highlights the roots and

foundation of many celebrities who hail from Brevard, so

it’s fitting that Sheriff Ivey, a pillar of our community, be

part of the organization that promotes renowned public

figures.”

“I am honored to serve as a board member for this

incredible organization that does so much for our commu-

nity. The Brevard Hall of Fame stands to recognize and

remember those in our community who have represented

Brevard County with the spirit of professionalism,

athleticism, and honor that is the true essence of our

community,” said Ivey.

The Brevard Hall of Fame officers are: John Tice; Molly

Tice, first vice president; William LeBlanc, second vice

president; Dr. Harvey Hester, treasurer; Brianne May,

executive secretary; and Misty Tice, secretary.

Ivey joins these Brevard Hall of Fame directors: Morris

Richardson, West Melbourne city attorney; Alli Majeed,

Brevard County judge; Victoria Northrup, the former Palm

Bay Chamber CEO, now retired; Joe Glover, Glover Oil,

retired; Tom Folliard Jr., CEO, CarMax; Tres Holton,

Palm Bay City Council; Eric Hammer, Reality Check;

Mark Germain, Germain and Coulter; and Chuck Galey,

the former Melbourne Regional Chamber executive vice

president, now retired.

Brevard Hall of Fame, established by John Tice in 2002

and incorporated in 2012, is the only museum in the

county that showcases famous celebrities who were born or

lived in Brevard County and includes athletes, comedians,

and movie and television personalities.

John Tice has “accumulated exhibit materials” show-

casing more than 40 famous Brevardians, ranging from

Jim Morrison of the Doors to Heisman Trophy winner

Doug Flutie, who played for the Buffalo Bills and New

England Patriots.

Most recently, the organization learned that officials in

France were seeking someone to assume responsibility of

the burial plot of Morrison and move it from a cemetery in

Paris back to Brevard County where Morrison was born.

“Morrison’s birth here makes him a native son,” said

John Tice. “According to many European countries, the

place of birth should also ideally be the resting place of any

famous talent, especially in the music profession. Spain,

Italy and Germany are just a few examples of countries

that have spent decades tracking down famous musicians

from as far back as the 1800s and moved them to their

final resting place in their native homeland.”

The Brevard Hall of Fame is open to the public Tuesday

through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is free of charge. Information and

tours can be arranged by calling 727–1776.
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Workspaces that
         Work Wonders

For information on how we 
transform workspaces for 
businesses, schools, and 
medical facilities, call us at 

321.723.5003.

Interior Design Furniture

abinteriors.com

FAMILY
OWNED &

60 years

OPERATED

FOR OVER

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

321-723-0751
www.glennstire.com

• Air conditioning
• Electrical
• Brake systems
• Wheel alignment

• Radiator service
• Transmission service
• Engine performance/diagnostics
• Multi-point vehicle inspections

Approved 
Auto Repair

2726 S. Harbor City Blvd. • Melbourne

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

auto repairs • preventive maintenance • tire service • power window repair

From one room
additions, kitchens,
outdoor living spaces
and complete
home remodeling,
to custom home
building and
commercial buildouts
you can count on the
23 years of integrity
and expertise of
River Tree Builders.

Experience Makes all the Difference

COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
321-254-9145

RiverTreeBuilders.com
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Space Coast Machinist Apprenticeship
Program at EFSC receives new industrial
manual lathes, thanks to local donation

On Feb. 23, three new Birmingham industrial manual

lathes were delivered to the Eastern Florida State College

Cocoa Campus Machine Shop that were purchased by

Space Coast Machinist Apprenticeship Program Inc., with

funds donated anonymously through the Community

Foundation for Brevard. SCMAP is a 501(c)(3) private,

nonprofit educational organization.

The new lathes replace those that had to be removed

“due to long use by the inexperienced students who make

mistakes when they are just learning to use the machines.”

The new lathes are a welcome addition to the Machine

Shop, said Dr. Alice Jones, the administrative director of

SCMAP. They will be available for all programs using the

EFSC Machine Shop, she said.

At a ceremony at the college, Dr. Jones handed the

“official document of donation” to Frank Margiotta, dean of

EFSC Workforce Programs. Others attending the function

were Lou Garavaglia, EFSC machine instructor; Tom

Stewart of EMF Inc., a SCMAP instructor; and John

Walters of KAM Technologies, a SCMAP instructor. The

new lathes were uncrated and assembled by the instruc-

tors and apprentices in the class.

SCMAP, which changed its name from Brevard

Machinist Apprenticeship Program Inc. on July 1, 2015,

has been allowed to use the Machine Shop facilities on the

Cocoa Campus since 1997. Since receiving the donation, it

was decided to “give back” to the college to show gratitude

for its “long–term” generosity of support.

SCMAP is a four–year Florida Department of Educa-

tion Certified Machining Apprenticeship Program which

requires 576 class hours and 8,000 on–the–job, mentored,

working hours at a SCMAP member company doing

machining work. Upon successful completion of the four–

year program, apprentices receive a certificate from the

FLDOE, which is recognized as a “Journeyman Certificate”

in the United States and in Europe.

Companies pay the apprentices for working. Tuition for

the classes is free of charge. Member companies get their

apprentice/employees trained by “highly experienced

machinist instructors, who still currently work full time at

local machining companies.”

The instructors “teach knowledge, background informa-

tion, cross–training, accuracy and speed, which all

contribute to the bottom–line productivity of the company.”

Since apprentices attend classes “on their own time,”

companies save employee and supervisor time. There is

less turnover of personnel, so human resource costs are

“lower.”

For more information on this program, call 254–8278.

Brevard Book Club to gather at B&N
Barnes & Noble at 1955 W. New Haven Ave. in West

Melbourne will host the Brevard Book Club at 6:30 p.m. on

Wednesday, April 27. At the meetings, club members

discuss current and popular titles. April’s selection is “Me

Before You,” by Jojo Moyes. The Brevard Book Club meets

on the fourth week of every month, and meetings are open

to the public.

HBCA

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

FIX GRASS!!!!!!

For more information visit www.hbca-brevard.org



MARCH 21, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10

Please see Caring Hearts Benefit, page 15

Cancer Care Centers of Brevard Foundation to host ‘Caring Hearts Benefit’ at
André home in Indialantic; seeks donors, sponsors as demand grows for services

The annual ‘Caring Hearts Benefit’ put on by the Cancer Care Centers Foundation of Brevard has financially helped hundreds of uninsured or underinsured area cancer patients undergoing treatments.
The CCCF has paid for their basic living expenses, such as their utilities and rent, transportation, and other expenses. From left, the Caring Hearts Benefit Committee includes, in front: Sue Langlois, Alaura
Seidner, Karen Osiniak, Tina Drago, Darlene Geiger, Gwen Hertlein–Haber (executive director) and Heidi Joyce. Back: Jeanne André, Tom Drago and Darcia Jones–Francey.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

By Ken Datzman

Over the years, the Cancer Care

Centers Foundation of Brevard has

assisted hundreds of patients undergoing

treatment by paying for their basic living

expenses, such as their utilities and rent,

their transportation to care facilities, and

other cancer–related expenses.

And the fund–raising vehicle that has

made it possible to help these people at the

most vulnerable time in their lives is

CCCF’s annual “Caring Hearts Benefit,”

which had humble beginnings, yet long–

term potential as a fund–raising event.

“The very first Caring Hearts Benefit

was held under a tent set up in a parking

lot (at Cancer Care Centers of Brevard in

Melbourne),” said Darcia Jones–Francey, a

longtime volunteer and board member of

CCCF. “A few of us were gathering bottles

of wine as we scrambled to have items for

an auction.”

She added, “To see how far this

organization and how far this fund–raiser

has advanced is incredible. We are a local

organization that raises money that stays

in the region to help cancer patients.”

The 14th annual Caring Hearts Benefit,

themed “Spring is in the Air,” is set for

3 p.m. on Saturday, April 9, at the

riverfront estate of Ed and Jeanne André

on North Riverside Drive in Indialantic.

“This year’s Caring Hearts Benefit is a

whole month earlier than in previous

years,” said Gwen Hertlein–Haber, CCCF’s

executive director. “The various commit-

tees have been meeting since October. It

takes a lot of planning and support from

the community to make this a successful

event.”

Reservations to attend the event are

$150. Sponsorships range from $400

(Tulip) to $10,000 (Azalea). Each sponsor-

ship level features different amenities,

such as event tickets and promotional

opportunities. To make a reservation or to

inquire about being a sponsor for the

Caring Hearts Benefit, visit

wwwCCCFoundationInc.org. The CCCF

office number is 952–8837.

The Caring Hearts Benefit will include

a buffet, fine wines and beers, music, and

live and silent auctions. “We are going to

have some great auction items up for bid,”

said Darlene Geiger, a longtime CCCF

volunteer who is with Summation Re-

search Inc. in Melbourne.

“The items will include some exquisite

jewelry from Kempf’s Jewelers, Sullivan’s

Jewelers, and Jon’s Fine Jewelry. There

will be exciting getaways, memorabilia,

and artwork. We’ll also have a really neat

high–end men’s custom–clothing package

(two suits and four custom shirts) by Alan

Vinson.”

Vinson is the chief executive officer of

J.T. Vinson Clothiers Inc., based in

Jacksonville, one of the premier indepen-

dent men’s custom clothing brands in

America. Vinson is a graduate of Satellite

High School and of the University of

Florida.

A selection of travel packages will be up

for auction, too. “We are using a local agent

— Jean Paugh of All About You Travel

Unlimited — to pull together some really
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Please see Alliance Title Insurance Agency, page 17

Fired–up housing market in Florida lifts firms such as Alliance Title; real–estate
industry well positioned for growth as the spring home–buying season opens
By Ken Datzman

Florida’s housing market wrapped up 2015 with more

closed sales and higher median prices compared to the

year before. Statewide closed sales of single–family homes

totaled 274,769 in 2015, up 12.4 percent versus the 2014

figure, according to data from “Florida Realtors.”

So how will the Sunshine State housing market

perform in 2016? That was the question on the minds of a

standing–room–only crowd of some 400 Realtors at the

recent 2016 Florida Real Estate Trends event in Orlando,

which was part of the Florida Realtors Mid–Winter

Business Meetings.

The outlook given at that event by the chief economist

of Realtor.com was upbeat. The Florida market is posi-

tioned to become one of the “hottest spots in the country

with rising demand, positive gains in recovery, really good

fundamentals, and positive momentum.”

The Realtor.com forecast says existing home prices will

appreciate 3 percent this year; existing home sales will also

grow 3 percent to 5.4 million; new home sales will see a 16

percent increase to 580,000; and housing starts will grow

12 percent. Realtors should get ready for an “onslaught” of

would–be buyers in the spring through summer months.

Local professionals who work in or are aligned with the

residential real–estate industry say they are feeling good

about the prospects for growth at their businesses in the

months ahead.

“We are looking forward to a good year. We’re optimis-

tic. The agents are busy. Rates are attractive and home

values are stable,” said businessman Mike Spragins, who

runs the longtime firm Alliance Title Insurance Agency

Inc. with partners Liz Cassella and brother Steve

Spragins.

“The business climate right now in Brevard is very

good,” added Cassella. “There is job growth and people are

buying homes, which is great for businesses like ours.”

And title insurance protects this single largest financial

investment most people make. One out of every three

residential real–estate transactions has an issue with the

title, which is resolved by title professionals before the

buyer closes, according to the Washington, D.C.–based

American Land Title Association, a national trade

organization.

The ALTA recently launched a new “Homebuyer

Outreach Program” designed to increase consumer

understanding of the benefits of title insurance. The

program provides ALTA members with resources to

educate homebuyers about the benefits of purchasing an

owner’s policy.

An owner’s policy, which can be obtained in addition to

a loan policy, remains in effect for as long as the policy-

holder, or their heirs, owns the property that is insured.

Also, the owner’s policy covers legal expenses involved in

defending the title on behalf of the homeowner.

Once a buyer and a seller agree on a home– or land–

purchase transaction, a title professional begins the

extensive title–search process to make sure there are no

tax liens or anything else that could affect the new buyers’

rights.

Cassella said she is not only busy on the residential side

of the business but also handling land transactions for

customers. “I’ve done more vacant land deals so far this

year than probably all of last year. It’s amazing.”

Title firms are about six months into processing

transactions under the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform

and Consumer Protection Act. The new rules integrate

forms required under the Truth–in–Lending Act and the

Real Estate Settlement and Procedures Act, also known as

“TRID” or “Know Before You Owe.”

“TRID went into effect in late October but we really

didn’t feel the impact of it until mid–November,” said

Cassella. “Our industry has TRID and the medical

industry has HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and

Accountability Act). It’s all about protecting the confiden-

tial information of consumers. For the title industry, the

process has become more tedious and it takes more time to

work on a customer file.”

“The whole title industry has changed since October,”

added Steve Spragins. One of the most significant changes

created by TRID was the consolidation of multiple

estimates and disclosures into just two documents: the

Loan Estimate and the Closing Disclosure Form.

The effects of the new rules and regulations are being

felt across the real–estate industry, by mortgage lenders,

Realtors, and title agencies. Banks, for example, are

“struggling” to comply with TRID, according to an Ameri-

Alliance Title Insurance Agency business partners Mike Spargins, Liz Cassella, and Steve Spragins, right, have an optimistic outlook for
growth prospects for their company this year as the residential real–estate market is on track to post gains. They said 2015 was a good
year and 2016 looks to be similar as Brevard County is experiencing population growth and job growth. They are at the Melbourne
office on South Harbor City Boulevard.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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‘Inspired to Inspire’ honorees
Continued from page 1

Silk painting workshop at Art & Soul Studio
Fiber artist Linda Geiger will conduct “Silk Painting for Beginners” from 1 to 5 p.m. on

Saturday, March 19, at the Art & Soul Studio, 664 S. Patrick Drive in Satellite Beach. The

workshop fee is $65 (includes all supplies plus a take–home kit). The class is limited to six

students. Registration is required. For more information on this program, call 536–8414

or send an e–mail message to Bright_Ideas_Studio@yahoo.com.

l TIERRA MASON

Terra Mason has been a positive influence in a blended family. Bringing her high–

functioning autistic son to a new marriage, she welcomed her husband’s daughters

with open arms and has been a positive influence in their lives.

When Ms. Mason was pregnant with her second son, she worked three 12–hour

night shifts weekly, and then went directly to her nursing classes at Coppin State

University. The rigorous schedule lasted for two years. With a brief break after giving

birth, she went back to the challenging work and school schedule. Her perseverance

and determination inspired many around her to work hard to achieve a better life.

And throughout the long hours at work and school, she supported her family, her

husband’s foundation, and the special needs of her autistic son.

l BEATRICE RILEY

Beatrice Riley is a lifelong resident of Baltimore City. Educated in the Baltimore

City Public School system, she was one of the first women of color to integrate

Western High School in the 1950’s and was co–valedictorian of the 1959 graduating

class. She earned an associate’s degree from Baltimore City Community College, a

bachelor’s and a master’s degree from Coppin State University, and went on to teach

elementary school before becoming a professor at Coppin.

She taught her daughter, and many others, that everyone has something to give.

Everyone can serve. Mrs. Riley has volunteered with Girl Scouts of Central Mary-

land, with her sorority Zeta Phi Beta, and through her church, Union Baptist Church

of Baltimore. She has mentored hundreds of children and young adults. Through

love, laughter and song she has touched the hearts of many.

A dream to be an author was realized in 2014 under the pen name Bea Bea

deShong. She has written three children’s book, one being Thomas Loves French

Fries. She is a living, breathing example that you can do anything if you set your

mind to it.

l MARGARET ROTH

Margaret Roth is the co–founder and chief marketing officer for Yet Analytics in

Baltimore. As a member of the Junior League of Baltimore, public service is one of

her priorities in life. She is driven by a desire to immerse herself in the local commu-

nity and to be truly involved in what happens in Baltimore.

Ms. Roth is also committed to connecting people professionally to help further

their personal lives and careers. Mentoring others started with her work as a

wilderness leader and student instructor while teaching middle school in the Balti-

more City Public Schools. Helping people utilize their strengths and developing

opportunities for improvement is important to her.

Ms. Roth has been recognized as a “Change Maker” of the year for her work with

EdTech Women. EdTech Women is an international community connected on the

local, national, and digital levels that works to link women and their supporters

within the edtech industry to further opportunities for leadership development and

leadership capacity of women within the tech industry.

l ALETHEIA SHIN

Aletheia Shin is a creative community fellow at National Arts Strategies, as well

as an artist and community organizer, and leader in the Korean community.

Ms. Shin’s efforts to build leadership within the Korean community, and promote

awareness about their culture and social and economic development needs, has been

a passion for a number of years. Ms. Shin facilitated the first Bmore Seoul to Soul

event in Station North and has since leveraged new resources and engaged commu-

nity partners to enhance the event.

Ms. Shin has a talent for building the leadership of Baltimore’s diverse commu-

nity through creative platforms. Her generous spirit is an inspiration to all around

her.
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COLORADO SPRINGS — The opening ceremony of

the Space Foundation’s 32nd Space Symposium will begin

with the presentation of its highest education award.

Margaret Rhule Baguio, senior education outreach

coordinator for NASA’s Texas Space Grant Consortium,

has been selected by the Astronauts Memorial Foundation,

NASA, and the Space Foundation as recipient of the 2016

Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award. The award

is given annually in recognition of creative and innovative

use of technology by K–12 educators, or district–level

education personnel.

The award, named for Mercury and Apollo astronaut

Shepard, will be presented during the Space Symposium’s

opening ceremony on April 11 at The Broadmoor in

Colorado Springs.

The ceremony is co–sponsored by Northrop Grumman,

and the award presentation will be followed with a by–

invitation reception co–hosted by the Astronauts Memorial

Foundation.

Baguio has worked for more than 30 years in youth

development and education in public schools for the Texas

Cooperative Extension Service 4–H & Youth Development

Program. She managed a U.S. Department of Agriculture

Science and Literacy project for underserved youth and she

has promoted space education to students, teachers and

the public through the Texas Space Grant Consortium.

Highlights of her accomplishments include:

l Developing the LiftOff Summer Institute, held at

NASA Johnson Space Center, a nationally competitive,

week–long professional development program for educa-

tors. Evaluation results show that annually, this workshop

reaches 50 educators, who train an additional 1,250

teachers, who then use the materials with 130,000

students.

l Implementing the Summer of Innovation program

along the Mexican border of south Texas, with a 97 percent

minority population and where the students qualify for

free or reduced lunch. She trained 600 teachers, who then

conducted week–long NASA–themed camps to more than

10,000 students in a four–year period. In addition, she

initiated the first “Space Camp” at the Texas School for the

Blind and Visually Impaired, where students had the

opportunity to engage in hands–on NASA STEM activities.

She was instrumental in receiving funding to engage

Hispanic girls in NASA’s Minority Student Forum and

Girls in Science.

l Through partnerships and collaboration, she has

provided opportunities for teachers to fly on NASA’s

reduced gravity aircraft with experiments. She also

arranged for students’ protein crystal flight experiments to

be launched on the space shuttle for use by astronauts

aboard the International Space Station. The students

conducted authentic research, working with and being

mentored by NASA scientists analyzing Earth–observing

satellite data.

During the past year she conducted STEM professional

development training to 3,260 teachers and engaged

17,036 youth in STEM activities.

The Space Foundation’s Space Symposium is the

annual gathering of all sectors of the global space commu-

nity. The 32nd Space Symposium will be held April 11–14

at The Broadmoor, and will include programs for select

educators and students. See more about the Symposium at

www.SpaceSymposium.org.

Baguio recipient of Shepard Technology in Education Award, to be presented at the 32nd Space Symposium

Jeffrey Robison of LBR recognized at NAIOP ‘Best–of–the–Best Awards Gala’
Jeffrey Robison of area firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc. was recognized by the National Association of Industrial and

Office Properties at a recent event in Central Florida. NAIOP is the leading organization for developers, owners and

investors of office, industrial, retail and mixed–use real estate. On March 3, the Central Florida Chapter celebrated its

annual “Best–of–the–Best Awards Gala,” which was held at the Alfond Inn in Winter Park.

Robison received the prestigious top award for “Retail Tenant Representation.” The sold–out event was attended by

commercial real–estate professionals in Central Florida. The Melbourne firm said it was “proud and honored” to have

had one of its principals singled out for his contribution to the organization and the commercial real–estate industry.

Lightle Beckner Robison is a full–service agency, specializing in office, retail, industrial, investment properties and

asset/property management. The firm serves Brevard County and the entire states of Florida and Georgia. For additional

information on the company, visit www.TeamLBR.com.

Career Source
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UF football coach Jim McElwain to speak
to the Space Coast Gator Club on May 3

University of Florida head football coach Jim

McElwain will speak to the Space Coast Gator Club about

the 2016 season at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 3, at the

Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd.

In his first year as UF coach, McElwain guided the

Gators to a 10–2 regular–season record and to the SEC

Championship Game. He was named SEC Coach of the

Year.

The club’s annual “Gator Gathering” will kick off with

a live onsite radio remote sponsored by Sports Radio

1560 AM “The Fan.” Co–hosts Mark Moses of the “Mark

Moses Show” and Joey V of the Space Coast Gator Club’s

radio show “Sunshine Sports Talk,” which can be heard

on 1560 AM at 9 a.m. on Saturdays, will be live on the air.

There also will be a 5 p.m. reception for former Gator

football players from Brevard County. McElwain will also

be meeting privately with the players. Last year’s Gator

football highlights will be played for fans.

Representatives from UF’s Alumni Association will be

present to renew and accept new Gator Club member-

ships. Gator Boosters Inc. will be in attendance for fans to

purchase seats and answer questions about the 2016

season.

A buffet dinner, cash bar, and hors d’oeuvres will be

served during the event. McElwain will be speaking at

6:30 p.m. and will follow up with a question–and–answer

session for Gator fans. He will then sign autographs for

the first 150 VIPs attending the event.

Seating is limited and advance tickets will be the only

way to secure your seat. VIP tables that seat eight people

are $500. Individual VIP tickets are $75. For general–

admission seating, the cost for Space Coast Gator Club

members is $25 and $40 non–members. Tickets for

children age 10 and younger are $15.

Tickets are on sale at spacecoastgatorclub.com or

eventbrite.com or from any SCGC board member. For

further information on this social function or to be a

sponsor of this event, send an e–mail message to

SpaceCoastGatorClub@gmail.com or call 890–7754.

Matt’s Casbah wins ‘Brevard’s Best
Chocolate Fix’ event; 600 people attend

Matt’s Casbah took top honors as “Brevard’s Best

Chocolate Fix 2016” in the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s

12th Annual Chocolate Festival. The winning entry was

Chocolate Caramel Cups.

Second place went to Yellow Dog Café for Black Velvet

Peanut Butter Cake, while Buena Vida Estates placed

third with its Chocolate–Bourbon Cake with Raspberry

Coulis.

A record, sell–out crowd of more than 600 people voted

in the contest held at Melbourne Auditorium. Other

competitors were: Best Little Cake House, Graffiti Zoo

Gourmet Chocolate, Grimaldi Candies, Keiser University

Center for Culinary Arts and Pridmore Center/Salvation

Army.

Proceeds from the event benefit Zonta Club of

Melbourne’s scholarships for women and efforts to end

violence against women, including human trafficking.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor
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Caring Hearts Benefit
Continued from page 10

exciting travel packages,” said Hertlein–Haber.

“For people who are interested in learning more about

the various travel packages, Jean will be onsite at the

event detailing the trips ahead of the actual live auction.

Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey will be the auctioneer

for the entire program. Before, he just did parts of the

auction. So the auction should be a lot of fun. Wayne has a

great sense of humor.”

The food will be provided by Executive Catering.

Additionally, Petty’s of Suntree will be catering a number

of items and will also set up wine stations on the com-

pound. Cosmic Café will be the coffee provider.

Guests will be greeted at the André estate by Brevard

County’s original “steel drum man,” Franke Lutz. The

John Quinlivan Band will perform as well that evening.

Years ago, the community–minded Andrés reached out

to CCCF to host the event, which has given the nonprofit

organization the platform to expand its fund–raiser in so

many different ways. This will be the 12th consecutive

year the Caring Hearts Benefit has been at their home.

The idea for the fund–raiser came from one of CCCF’s

former board members, Gary Wynberg.

Since launching the Caring Hearts Benefit, CCCF has

seen demand for its services in the region grow immensely,

especially within the last five to 10 years. Now as the

county’s population is back on an upswing following the

Great Recession, CCCF is trying to cope with new demand.

“There are more and more people who request and need

our services and our care,” said area businessman Tom

Drago of Summation Research Inc., president of the CCCF

board. “We are trying to function within a limited budget,

while at the same time trying to serve more people in the

community. And that is putting a lot of pressure on the

Foundation. The way to relieve that pressure is to gain

more donors.”

Drago said the Caring Hearts Benefit raised more than

$150,000 last year. “We were probably up 15 percent from

the year before. We did really well last year, but we need to

do even more with all the new families moving here. We’ve

got to continue to grow to meet demand.”

The CCCF served some 200 patients in Brevard and

Indian River counties in 2015, which was up over the

previous year, said Haber, who was hired late last year as

CCCF’s first full–time executive director.

“Patients are approved for a 12–month rolling period,”

said Haber, who organization’s fiscal year 2016 budget is

$185,250. In addition to financial stress, the CCCF

program addresses “emotional support” and communica-

tion “assistance efforts” for the families.

On the emotional–support side, the CCCF, in conjunc-

tion with the Cancer Care Centers of Brevard, offers

lunch–time cancer–support groups the first three Fridays

of each month. Speakers from the local community address

various topics. As far as assistance efforts, the CCCF

works to provide the cancer patient and the family with

coordinated information and be a resource to help connect

them with other nonprofit, government, and medical

agencies that can lend a hand.

For many years, Marta Fiol, the marketing manager at

Cancer Care Centers of Brevard, volunteered with the

CCCF and did a “great job” coordinating events. She

recently retired.

“We’re excited to have Gwen on board as our first

salaried executive director,” said Certified Public Accoun-

tant Karen Kirkland of Carr Riggs & Ingram, a CCCF

board member. “It’s going to make a huge difference going

forward. We’ve been fortunate to have the volunteers we’ve

had over the years to plan and coordinate the Caring

Hearts Benefit.”

The CCCF also has opened its first office on North

Wickham Road in Suntree. Commercial broker Michael

Gaich of The Michael Gaich Co. “was very gracious. He

gave us a really good deal on the rental space (1,000

square feet),” said Kirkland. Sorensen Moving & Storage, a

Mayflower agent, also donated services in the CCCF

transition to its new office.

“It’s wonderful to have an office of our own,” said

Hertlein–Haber. “The patients’ calls used to go to

voicemail. In just the last couple of weeks, four different

patients stopped in to visit at our new office. You really get

to hear from them what’s going on in their lives.”

She continued, “The Foundation is trying to do every-

thing it can to help cancer patients in the community who

do not have the resources to help themselves. That was

Dr. Silas Charles’ original intent when he founded the

Foundation in 1993, and we’re continuing that mission

today, thanks to the success of the Caring Hearts Benefit.”
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UCF starts Applied Research Institute
to tackle global challenges and secure
large collaborative research projects

ORLANDO — The University of Central Florida

Research Foundation has established an institute to assist

in securing large collaborative research projects and

enhance the university’s interdisciplinary work and

growing partnerships.

The UCF Applied Research Institute will help the

university coordinate multidisciplinary responses to major

projects and strengthen research across campus.

By doing so, university leaders say the new institute

will help bridge the technology “valley of death” — the

chasm that often occurs between basic research and

innovation. For example, large government projects are

fundamentally complex and require multiple types of

technology from multiple disciplines.

“As UCF’s research program matures and we identify

areas of distinctive impact and unique strengths, this new

applied research institute will play a critical role in helping

our faculty pursue interdisciplinary projects focused on

tackling today’s biggest scientific and societal challenges,”

said UCF Provost and Executive Vice President Dale

Whittaker.

The institute will create a centralized location where

faculty members can team together to apply for grants,

and where students can find resources, training and

research opportunities in areas where funding is available.

Randall Shumaker, director of UCF’s Institute for

Simulation and Training, has been appointed interim

director for the new Applied Research Institute.

“As a former senior civilian leader for the U.S. Navy, I

see the immense value of providing a university–applied

research organization to support industry and national

security needs,” Shumaker said. “We are already in

discussions with partners that we will work with to

transition UCF’s basic research into new concepts and

applications.”

Many other large universities have developed applied

research institutes to pursue government contracts and

large research efforts, such as the University of Illinois,

Johns Hopkins University and Georgia Institute of

Technology. These institutes are largely federally funded,

employ primarily 12–month research faculty and pursue

contracts versus grants.

UCF’s institute will initially focus on areas that align

with Florida’s economic development needs, such as

photonics, modeling and simulation, engineering and

biomedicine.

Shumaker said he is looking for a permanent location

for the institute, which will operate out of his office at IST

for the interim period. The institute will support itself with

revenue from new projects.

Parks and Recreation District 4 Board to meet
A regular meeting of the Brevard County Parks and

Recreation Central Area Parks Operations District 4

Administrative Board will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday,

March 21, at the Central Area Parks Operations Office,

840 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa. The meeting is open to the

public.
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Alliance Title Insurance Agency
Continued from page 11

can Bankers Association Survey. The survey was con-

ducted in February of this year. More than 75 percent of

survey participants said loan closings are being delayed as

a result of TRID. On average, those bankers reported a

delay of eight days with responses ranging from one to

20 days.

“TRID has touched every aspect of what we do as a title

company,” said Mike Spragins. “We had to change

software and make other adjustments in our operations,

but it’s a fluid situation.”

Alliance Title, with offices in Melbourne and Suntree–

Viera, is gearing up for the spring home–buying season.

With rates staying low for now and continued solid job

growth, the spring–buying season is shaping up to be a

good one.

Overall purchase demand may increase home sales in

2016 to the best year since 2007, says CoreLogic’s “Eco-

nomic Outlook” for 2016. Appreciation in national home–

price indexes will likely continue at a faster pace than

inflation, but grow more moderately than last year.

Interest rates will gradually move higher this year.

Fixed–rate mortgages will rise, perhaps up one–half of a

percentage point between now and the end of 2016,

reaching 4.5 percent for 30–year loans, according to

CoreLogic. Even after this rise, mortgage rates will remain

“historically low,” more than a full percentage point below

the average rate during the Great Recession.

For 2016 and in the years to come, Realtors should look

to baby–boomers and millennials for clientele, says the

Realtor.com report. It points out that boomers are still a

huge part of the housing market as they look to retire,

relocate, or downsize, but an even bigger wave of

millennials eager to become homeowners is the market’s

“future driving force.”

Presently, many millennials are renters, but a new

survey by Zillow says Americans can break even on a home

purchase in less than two years in 70 percent of U.S.

metropolitan markets, thanks to low interest rates,

healthy home–value forecasts, and the relatively fast

growth pace of rents in recent years.

Zillow’s “Breakeven Horizon” analysis says on average

in the U.S. “you don’t need to plan on living in a home for

even two years to make purchasing the home more

financially advantageous that renting it over the same

time period.” Among large housing markets, the

Breakeven Horizon is the longest in Washington, D.C. —

4.5 years — and the shortest in Dallas — 1.3 years.

“Real–estate prices rose nicely last year in Florida and

that momentum has carried over into 2016, as the housing

market is faring well,” said Steve Spragins. “People are

more confident in the state of the economy, I think.

Realtors are telling us they are seeing multiple offers on

homes. And most homes do not sit on the market very long

these days.”

The statewide median sales price for single–family

existing homes in January was $199,000, up 13.7 percent

from the previous year, according to data from Florida

Realtors. The statewide median price for townhouse–

condominium properties in January was $152,000, up

10.9 percent over the year–ago figure.

The current market offers a great opportunity for

sellers, who are getting nearly 94 percent (for existing

home sales) of their asking price at the closing table, the

report said.

January marked the 50th month in a row that state-

wide median sales prices for both single–family homes and

townhouse–condominium properties rose year–over–year.

The median is the midpoint; half the homes sold for more,

half for less. “Prices are steadily rising. Home values have

bounced back, like they usually do in Florida,” said

Cassella.

Lori Wilson Park to host the Easter Surf Festival
The 52nd Easter Surf Festival will be held March 25–27 at Lori Wilson Park, at 1500 N Atlantic Ave. The entire park

has been permitted for this special event and the organizers will be charging a $10 parking fee from Friday, March 25,

through Sunday, March 27, to benefit the Central Brevard Humane Society. On Sunday, March 27, Calvary Chapel of

Merritt Island will hold Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. on the beach and no parking fees will be charged for entry. For

additional event information, visit www.EasterSurfFest.com.
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perfect setting for them, or for someone who is based out

of Orlando and works the Brevard market and may need

an office for a day once a month to meet with their clients

in this area,” said Musselman.

Participation in COlaunch runs quarter to quarter, so

there is no long–term lease of office space required. “It’s

all by membership and there are different levels of

membership,” she said.

The COlaunch levels begin at “Basic,” which is open

seating at $150 per quarter. A private office for a day is

$50, or $35 for four hours. There are a host of other

pricing options, too, including conference–room rental at

$75 a day, or $15 per hour.

COlaunch services include 24/7 access for some

membership levels, whiteboards and video monitors,

mail service, file storage, printer, copier, fax and scanner

machines, high–speed Wi–Fi, workshops and seminars,

business mentors, and other resources.

“We will be assisting people who are starting

businesses, through mentoring and workshops. The

Small Business Administration, the Florida Small

Business Development Center, and weVenture —

formerly known as the Women’s Business Center at

Florida Tech — are going to have a presence at

COlaunch.”

Musselman oversees an organization whose mission

is to help revitalize North Brevard through business

development, arts and culture, and beautification, and it

is active on all those fronts with multiple programs

either underway or in planning stages.

Most recently, Musselman served as an “entrepre-

neur coach” and “Startup Quest” training facilitator at

CareerSource Brevard. Musselman was also a

businessowner for more than 20 years. She has started

and sold a number of companies over her career,

including one which had more than 500 employees in

multiple states dealing with government contracts. “I

have a passion for working with start–up ventures.”

GTR has been at the center of uplifting and revitaliz-

ing this area of the county following the Great Recession

and the shutdown of NASA’s space–shuttle program

years ago, which together left a deep crater in the North

Brevard economy.

“Titusville and North Brevard in general were hit

hard economically during the downturn, businesses were

closing and houses were going into foreclosure,” said

Musselman, whose organization was founded by

Titusville Mayor Jim Tulley and Brevard County

District 1 Commissioner Robin Fisher. “The community

was looking ‘tired’ at that time, so we decided to rally the

community together. The one big initiative from the

outset was to find someone to purchase the old Miracle

City Mall and redevelop that property.”

That’s happening today. The proposed $60 million

Titus Landing retail and medical complex plans to begin

phase–one construction this year, on the site of the

former Miracle City Mall, off U.S. Highway 1/South

Washington Avenue, south of downtown Titusville.

There is a construction trailer on the property. Exxcel

Project Management LLC, an Ohio–based company, is

developing the project. AG Development Group Inc. in

Tampa is working with Exxcel.

The announced tenants at Titus Landing include

Bealls Department Store, Hobby Lobby, Pet Smart,

beauty–supply retailer and salon Utra Beauty, a

12–screen Epic movie theater, Rue 21, Dunkin Donuts,

Firehouse Subs, Hair Cuttery, and a Parrish Medical

Center/Mayo Clinic medical office facility that is being

built by RUSH Construction Inc. of Titusville.

The spirit of collaboration among various community

groups was the driving force that turned the tide and put

North Brevard on the new path of economic growth that

it is experiencing today. The coalition that was formed

includes the North Brevard Economic Development

Zone, the City of Titusville’s Economic Development

Office, the Space Coast Economic Development Council,

the Economic Development Commission of Florida’s

Space Coast, and the Greater Titusville Chamber of

Commerce.

“We all work together toward building the economy in

North Brevard,” said Musselman.

She has grown the GTR board of directors from eight

to 15 businesspeople, “who are all community leaders.”

The board members include one of the most successful

entrepreneurs in Brevard County and the state of

Florida, Bryan Scott, who took “old barn lights” and

brought them back into production in America.

He founded manufacturer “Barn Light Electric” in

Titusville in 2008, during one of the worst economic

times in U.S. history and grew it into an international

company. It is now one of America’s leading lighting

manufacturers. He and his wife Donna started the

business from their home. It manufactures vintage

lighting fixtures and much more.

Today, Barn Light Electric employs more than 120

people, up from two, and its hundreds of residential and

commercial products are sold worldwide through the

company’s website (wwwBarnLightElectric.com). Its

sells a range of vintage, industrial, rustic, and barn–style

lighting fixtures, and carries a full line of LED lighting.

The company, which specializes in hand–crafted

porcelain enamel lighting, has a loyal customer base that

include homeowners, commercial businesses, architects,

and interior designers.

Bryan Scott said he started his venture “out of

boredom.” He had worked for the federal government as

an air marshal flying out of Orlando International

Airport.

“I had a little lighting business on the side,” he said. “I

revamped and relaunched the business and named it

Barn Light Electric. The business took off like crazy. We

were able to leverage the power of the Internet. We now

sell all over the world. It’s a great niche that we have —

a great product line.”

Barn Light Electric has a new 60,000–square–foot

manufacturing facility in Titusville. “We are proud and

happy to keep our products American–made. When we

give tours of the manufacturing facility, people are often

surprised to see the scope of work that we do in

Titusville,” said Bryan Scott, whose company hosted

Gov. Rick Scott at its manufacturing facility and has

been recognized by a number of business–development

organizations for creating jobs.

For every $1 spent in manufacturing, another $1.40 is

added to the economy. That is the highest multiplier

effect of any economic sector, according to the National

Association of Manufacturers.

Barn Light Electric has the only porcelain enamel

manufacturing plant in the U.S. dedicated to light

fixtures. “We’re also bringing back the old porcelain

enamel cups, plates and bowls,” he said.

Once a mainstay of the lighting industry, porcelain

enamel lighting had not been manufactured in America

for more than 50 years. At Barn Light Electric, metal

artisans use a lathe to “spin” light shades by hand in the

time–honored tradition of “metal spinning.”

Barn Light Electric’s light fixtures and products are

made using high–quality materials and the kind of

craftsmanship that American manufacturers were long

ago known for around the world when the country led

that business sector.

Three years ago, the Scotts expanded and opened

Barn Light Australia. “We have a partner there who

runs Barn Light Australia. We started out shipping

products and now he’s actually manufacturing in

Australia,” Bryan Scott said.

The Scotts seem to have a keen sense for business

ventures that take off and grow into successes. In late

2014, they started Playalinda Brewing Co. in downtown

Titusville.

“My wife and I and some friends had really gotten

into craft beer, and we thought let’s bring something fun

and entertaining to Titusville,” he said. “We first went

out west to Portland and Bend, Ore., and started

exploring the brewers there to see how they did things.

We came back and opened Playalinda Brewing Co.”

Titusville’s first craft brewer quickly saw demand for

its products grow and grow. “We were fortunate to have

been able to bring aboard Ron Raike, who is our

brewmaster,” said Bryon Scott, who co–founded

Playalinda Brewing Co. with Raike. “He was a former

brewmaster at Shipyard Brewing Co. (based in Portland,

Maine). Ron came in with 25 years experience. We have

seen such high demand for the beer we sell that we can’t

manufacture it fast enough.”

To ramp up production, Playalinda Brewing Co. plans

to build “The Brix Project,” a 16,000–square–foot

brewery and distillery, tasting room, beer garden, and

restaurant at 5520 S. Washington Ave. in Titusville.

Construction and design efforts will be led by RUSH

Construction and Eleven 18 Architecture. “We will be

putting in a 30–barrel production system versus the

three–barrel system we have currently. So we will be

expanding our production tenfold.” He added, “After we

get The Brix Project open, we are going to work toward

distribution of our products throughout Florida.”

“This is an exciting time for Titusville and North

Brevard County,” said Muasselman. “We have a lot of

momentum behind us and businesses like Barn Light

Electric and Playalinda Brewing Co. are great examples.

GTR started as a grassroots initiative with hundreds of

volunteers. Everyone has a stake in what we’re trying to

accomplish. This is all about the community.”

Greater Titusville Renaissance
Continued from page 1




