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By Ken Datzman

Already seen as a leader in a number of

the programs and services it offers to the

public, the Brevard Zoo is now pushing

into new territory with plans to establish a

full–fledged learning and recreational

venue for children with special needs, in a

dedicated area of the 75–acre campus.

A day at your local zoo can be a great

outing for children, but for individuals

with autism and their families it can be

challenging. The Brevard Zoo, whose

mission entails education, animal

wellness, and conservation, is taking the

lead in this initiative. The private,

nonprofit institution is looking to become

one of the first — if not the first — such

organizations in the nation to have a full

program where special–needs children

and their families can enjoy a day at the

zoo designed with their needs in mind, in a

safe, protective environment.

“We are cutting a new path with

innovative ideas,” said businesswoman

Jackie Barker of Sky Advertising, a board

member of the Brevard Zoo. “For example,

we were the first zoo to offer kayaking.

Other zoos around the nation often look to

us because we are doing groundbreaking

things in this industry. I think what we

are doing with our programs and services

— and now taking the lead to offer a new

space for special–needs children — is just

amazing.”

“We are very proud of this new

initiative that focuses on special–needs

children and I believe the community will

be very proud of this undertaking as well,

and will support it through their dona-

tions,” said Jessica Assam, who is also a

Brevard Zoo board member and a

community volunteer.

The community will have the opportu-

nity to get behind this particular project,

which has a special tie–in with the 2016

“Safari Under the Stars,” the signature

fund–raising event to be held from 6 to

11 p.m. on Saturday, April 30, on the

grounds of the Brevard Zoo in Viera.

Barker and Assam are the committee

chairwomen for the event, which is being

billed as a “sustainable” outing.

See ‘Safari Under the Stars,’ page 19

“We will be using all sustainable

materials,” said Karen Davis, the Brevard

Zoo’s director of development. “We have

never done this before for an event. The

attendees will be given a glass to have

their drinks in, not a paper cup. All of the

items that the patrons will be using at the

event will be sustainable and recyclable.

Even the invitation is printed on 100

percent recycled paper. The Sustainability

Sponsor is Central Florida Hand Center.

We hope to set the standard in the local

market for events of this kind that attract

hundreds of people.”

“Even our vendors and our caterers for

‘Safari Under the Stars’ are on board with

us on this green initiative,” added Jessica

Assam. The company her husband heads

is the “Safari Under the Stars” Title

Sponsor. Bruce Assam is president and

chief executive officer of Melbourne–based

Holiday Builders Inc. “It’s area businesses

like Holiday Builders, the Flammio

Financial Group, Artemis/The IT Com-

pany, and many others that have stepped

Brevard Zoo’s ‘Safari Under the Stars’ on April 30 will include ‘Give from the Heart,’ where funds raised will support the creation of a learning and recreational
venue for children with special needs. Author, educator and inventor Temple Grandin, whose life was portrayed by Claire Danes in the award–winning HBO
movie ‘Temple Grandin,’ will be the celebrity guest for Safari. She was diagnosed with autism as a young child. From left: Jackie Barker, Sky Advertising, committee
chairwoman and board member; board member Jessica Assam, committee chairwoman; Bruce Assam, CEO, Holiday Builders, the Title Sponsor; board
member Leasha Flammio–Watson, of the Flammio Financial Group; and Karen Davis, Brevard Zoo’s director of development.
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Autism advocate Grandin special guest for Zoo’s ‘Safari Under the Stars’
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Autism Speaks and SunTrust Foundation introduce new
financial planning tool kit for families with special needs

build and protect assets. Topics include:

l Access to funding: Getting Medicaid,

Social Security and other benefits a child

may be entitled to receive.

l Special needs trusts: How to find money

to fund a trust, and how a trust can protect

assets.

l Financial products: What special needs

families should know about insurance,

retirement plans and annuities.

l ABLE accounts: New tax–preferred

savings accounts that can help secure a

child’s future.

l Guardianship and conservatorship:

Determining who will make medical and

legal decisions for a minor or an adult who

cannot do so.

l Finding the right professional: Twelve

important questions to ask.

l Creating a budget: Setting realistic goals

with worksheets, online tools and trackers.

“We’re grateful for the generosity of our

partners at SunTrust Foundation,” said

Goring. “They see the value of investing in

people with disabilities and ensuring that

they and their families have the best

possible quality of life.”

Autism is a general term used to

describe a group of complex developmental

brain disorders — autism spectrum

disorders — caused by a combination of

genes and environmental influences. These

disorders are characterized, in varying

degrees, by communication difficulties,

social and behavioral challenges, and

repetitive behaviors. An estimated 1 in 68

children in the U.S. is on the autism

spectrum.

Autism Speaks was founded in Febru-

ary 2005 by Suzanne and Bob Wright, the

grandparents of a child with autism. Since

its inception, Autism Speaks has commit-

ted more than $570 million to its mission,

the majority in science and medical

research.

The SunTrust Foundation is dedicated

to the company’s purpose of “Lighting the

Way to Financial Well–Being by engaging

organizations to advance financial confi-

dence.” Grants and activities focus

primarily on financial empowerment, but

also include education, health and human

services, civic improvement and cultural

growth. The SunTrust Foundation

supports American Red Cross disaster

relief efforts and contributes as a United

Way Global Corporate Leader. Established

in 2008, the SunTrust Foundation has

provided grants totaling more than

$100 million throughout the Southeast

and Mid–Atlantic regions.

New York, N.Y. — In partnership with

the SunTrust Foundation, Autism Speaks,

the world’s leading autism science and

advocacy organization, has introduced the

Autism Speaks “Special Needs Financial

Planning Tool Kit,” a resource designed to

answer the most pressing financial

questions facing families of people with

autism and other disabilities.

The kit, which can be downloaded free

of charge, was written by experts who have

both professional and personal experience

with financial planning for special needs.

The SunTrust Foundation provided

funding for the development of the tool kit.

Almost one in five Americans has a

disability, according to the U.S. Census

Bureau. Family budgets are often strained

by related expenses including therapy,

assistive technology or special transporta-

tion. For example, although some people

with autism have careers that give them

financial independence, others need

extensive financial support throughout

their lives from the government, their

extended families or both.

“Parents and guardians are understand-

ably overwhelmed by a range of compli-

cated financial decisions,” said Lisa Goring,

Autism Speaks’ executive vice president of

programs and services. “This tool kit gives

them reliable information and expert

guidance in planning for their child’s

financial well–being.”

In addition to the tool kit, Autism

Speaks and SunTrust Foundation will host

workshops later this year in Tampa,

Orlando, Miami, Atlanta, Charlotte,

Richmond and Washington, D.C.

A dedicated financial access coordinator

will join members of Autism Speaks’

Autism Response Team to connect families

to information and financial planning

resources in their area.

“We are committed to helping develop

resources that move people from financial

stress to confidence, and put our purpose of

‘Lighting the Way to Financial Well–Being’

into action,” said David Fuller, president of

the SunTrust Foundation. “Our partner-

ship with Autism Speaks, which led to the

creation of this tool kit and the upcoming

workshops, will provide valuable tools and

information for families facing these

unique financial circumstances.”

The tool kit draws upon the expertise of

financial advisors and consultants,

attorneys and bankers, several of whom

have a child or other family member with

special needs. Each expert specializes in

helping families develop strategies that
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demographic background. The negative ads used unflatter-

ing photos or video and comments clearly taken out of

context to portray “what’s bad about” the opposing

candidate. Some of the positive ads offered information on

the candidate’s position on various issues although the

negative ads generally focused on a candidate’s unethical

or questionable behavior.

I didn’t believe either one of the approaches although

they do stir emotion in me, which is one of the purposes of

the ads. Research has found that ads appeal to the

emotions of voters, a practice that seems to subvert the

rational decision–making on which democratic processes

properly rest. This makes me feel manipulated, angry and

disappointed in the candidates and the process of market-

ing the candidates through commercials.

I follow politics because I view it as one of my responsi-

bilities as a citizen. While I’m not a political expert, I feel

I’m informed about issues and the candidates’ position on

the issues. It’s what determines my vote.

But what about the voters who are uninformed. Does

the “information” in the political ads influence them more

than me? Research says that it does. So in these cases, the

ads have a dual role: provide information and stimulate

Political ads might not change your vote — but they may get you to the polls
emotion to influence their voting behavior.

Political ads that trick people into acting contrary to

their interests or on the basis of untruths should be

criticized regardless of whether they make an appeal to

emotion or logic.

There is mounting empirical evidence that emotions are

tied to ebbs and flows of voter participation. In contrast to

many aspects of public affairs, evidence to date suggests

that emotion has a positive impact on getting citizens

involved.

If the ads can get voters to the polls, I’m all for it.

If the information in the ads is truthful and helps them

to make an informed choice in the absence of having any

information, I’m all–in on that too.

Let’s all get to the polls next time.

By William Steiger
UCF Forum columnist

Florida voters were overwhelmed with political ads on

their TVs, computers, mobile devices and phones in

advance of the recent Florida primary. The television ads

pushed traditional product commercials out of prime–time

programming and dominated the commercial breaks.

Fortunately, the commercials disappeared as quickly as

they started…at least until they start up again for the

general election.

If you voted, did you change your vote based the ads?

The marketing of political candidates through advertis-

ing has been extensively studied for over 50 years and the

research found inconsistent evidence of the efficacy of

political advertising in changing someone’s voting choice.

The commercials for candidates tend to promote “what’s

good about me” or “what’s bad about my opponent.” The

positive ads showed relaxed candidates surrounded by

smiling and enthusiastic people from a representative

Crosswinds recognizes three outstanding staff members at its quartering meeting
At its quarterly staff meeting, Crosswinds Youth Services Inc. of Cocoa recognized several employees for their

outstanding service with runaway, homeless and other youth in crisis.

Michele Cassel was recognized with the “Tortoise Award” for her perseverance and commitment to quality in her work

as a case manager in Independent Living Services, where she assists youth aging out of foster care in making a successful

transition to independent adulthood.

Dr. Joan Johanesen received the “Dale Carnegie Award” for her professionalism and positive attitude. She is a

counselor who works with homeless youth ages 16 to 24 in Crosswinds’ Transitional Living Program, helping them gain

the resources and skills they need for self–sufficiency.

Rose Topal received the “Employee of the Quarter Award” for her excellent work as a counselor in Crosswinds’

Juvenile Assessment Center and Civil Citation programs. She began with Crosswinds as an independent living specialist

and later served as a counseling intern while completing her master’s degree in counseling at Webster University.

Crosswinds Youth Services is a nonprofit organization. It has been serving youth and families in crisis in Brevard

since 1974. For more information on Crosswinds and its programs, call 452–0800 or visit CrosswindsYouthServices.org.

North Brevard Charities Sharing Center awarded $10,000 from Pilot for program
The North Brevard Charities Sharing Center has been awarded $10,000 from the Pilot International and Pilot Club of

Titusville, whose president is Carol Pedersen. This funding will enable NBCSC to provide three areas of tangible services

to families with children under age 12. Services include providing school supplies, eyeglasses, and basic home necessities

through the “Safe Sleeping Initiative” to assist children in attaining a stable environment and academic success.

“We’re very grateful to receive this grant from Pilot International & Pilot Club of Titusville,” said NBCSC Executive

Director Joe Robinson. “We know there are still too many families struggling to keep up with everyday life challenges

while raising a family. Our ‘Healing Homes Program’ recently equipped five families with beds, mattresses and bedding,

thanks to the Safe Sleeping Initiative and we know this program will enhance the quality of life for many more of our

young children and their families.”

Since 1957, the Pilot Club of Titusville has been committed to improving the lives of the citizens of the local commu-

nity and surrounding areas. “Supporting NBCSC’s Healing Homes Program is one of the many ways we accomplish this,”

said Pedersen.

For more information on NBCSC’s programs and services, contact Lily Renzetti at 267–7705 or Lily@Renzetti.com.

You may also visit Pilot International’s website at www.PilotInternational.org or the Pilot Club of Titusville’s website at

www.NBBD.com/npr/pilot.

The goal of NBCSC is to “positively touch and benefit the lives of as many people in need as possible by bridging the

gap of poverty with a ‘hand–up’ approach through intake and assessment, case management, emergency financial

services, and supportive housing programs.” The NBCSC serves hundreds of individuals and families every month in its

market. For further information on NBCSC, contact client services at 269–6555 or visit www.NBCSharingCenter.org.

William Steiger is an instructor and marketing
consultant in UCF’s College of Business
Administration and coordinator of the college’s
Professional Selling Program. He can be
reached at William.Steiger@UCF.edu.
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PALM BAY — The City of Palm Bay Economic

Development and External Affairs Department (EDEA),

along with several community partners and stakehold-

ers, gathered at City Hall on March 31 to share some

news about Palm Bay’s economic recovery.

The workshop featured presentations from represen-

tatives from companies such as Harris Corp., the Florida

Institute of Technology, the Economic Development

Commission of Florida’s Space Coast, Space Coast

Realtors, the Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce,

and others. Presenters touched on the community

partnerships, evidence of the improved local economy,

and future projects that will benefit the City of Palm Bay.

“The community leaders and stakeholders that came

to present show that the state of our city truly is a team

effort,” said Palm Bay Mayor William Capote. “It is the

relationships that have been built between city staff and

local businesses that have helped Palm Bay get to where

it is today, with a bright future ahead of us.”

Workshop attendees and council members also heard

from staff members of the EDEA Department, as well as

other employees and departments. Economic Develop-

ment Director Andy Anderson touched on new and future

development projects, including the south Interstate 95

interchange development, residential and commercial

growth over the next five years, and other major projects

currently in the works.

The presentation also highlighted the nearly $900,000

in revenue brought to the City of Palm Bay through the

department’s efforts since Anderson came aboard last

year.

“It is amazing to see all that Andy and his team have

accomplished in less than 10 months,” said City Manager

Gregg Lynk. “I can’t wait to see what he can do with a full

year.”

The essential functions of the EDEA Department

include the recruitment of new businesses, identifying

prospective opportunities, creating an entrepreneurial

environment, and marketing the City of Palm Bay. Since

the creation of the department in October, combined with

the strengthening real–estate market, the City of Palm

Bay has benefited from a business–development

upswing.

“In the first quarter of fiscal year 2016, Palm Bay

building permit revenues are up by $520,000 over the

previous year,” said Anderson. “This includes over

$11 million in new commercial construction.”

The workshop lasted more than four hours, as

presenters demonstrated the “all–hands–on–deck”

approach that the city has taken on economic develop-

ment and growth. At the end of the evening, council

members all agreed that the city is moving in the right

direction and began discussions of what these upward

trends will mean for Palm Bay in the future.

The full report can be found on the city’s economic–

development website (www.PBFL.org/government/

departments/2016–economic–development–workshop).

Economic development workshop in Palm Bay highlights continuing growth; Anderson off to good start
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By Zenaida Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — Looking to give students another

opportunity to land jobs of the future, the University of

Central Florida’s Board of Trustees has approved a new

master’s degree in biomedical engineering.

Biomedical engineers, with an average salary of

$77,000 a year, are in demand and are projected to

continue to be in demand, according to the U.S. Bureau of

Labor Statistics.

The new biomedical engineering program links

education and research efforts from the College of

Engineering & Computer Science and the College of

Medicine. It will be housed in the Mechanical and

Aerospace Engineering Department and focus on using

engineering in medicine, such as developing better

systems to deliver drugs, train medical professionals and

repair damaged organs.

Those who pursue this field are looking to find ways to

help doctors with surgical and cancer treatment plan-

ning, engineering–based simulation in cardiovascular

disease and treatment, development of devices for

improved and novel diagnosis, image–guided surgery and

surgical robotics, and development of assistive and

rehabilitative technology.

The idea of the biomedical engineering master’s

program came after the two colleges held an event in

2013 at which 60 faculty members spent a day learning

about each other’s specialties and how they could work

collaboratively to solve the nation’s health–care prob-

lems.

In addition to creating the master’s program, the two

colleges have already hired joint faculty, set up new

laboratories and mentorship programs at the medical

school, and are working on collaborative research efforts.

Sampath Parthasarathy, associate dean of research

for the medical school and a cardiovascular scientist, said

heart research is a natural area for such collaboration.

Engineers can help medical researchers understand

systems such as how blood flows in the heart and better

engineered treatments for heart blockages.

“What we see as a wall, engineers see as gates,”

Parthasarathy said. “And they can show us how to open

those gates.”

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that national

employment of biomedical engineers is projected to grow

27 percent from 2012 to 2022, much faster than the

average for all occupations. And given Florida’s aging

population, there may be even more opportunities for

students with advanced degrees in the state. Florida is

one of the top eight states with the highest biomedical

engineer employment, with an estimated 800 employees.

“The new degree strengthens UCF’s role as a leading

metropolitan partnership university engaged in pivotal

disciplines with wide–ranging applications and major

societal impact,” said Michael Georgiopoulos, dean of the

College of Engineering & Computer Science.

“We expect our master’s degree in biomedical engi-

neering will attract top–performing student researchers

who seek to build their careers in a burgeoning field as

they work alongside renowned faculty in multiple UCF

colleges and units.”

Other collaborators on the program include the

College of Nursing, College of Optics & Photonics, and

College of Sciences. The program provides an opportunity

for these researchers and others to more closely collabo-

rate on biomedical engineering research and education.

These multi–disciplinary collaborations will advance the

aspirational research and educational goals of the

university.

UCF engineering professor Alain Kassab will lead the

new program that will launch this fall. The program adds

to the university’s growing focus on biomedical solutions.

The university is already recruiting faculty for a Pros-

thetic Interfaces Cluster, which will be a focal point for

world–class research and educational endeavors for UCF

scholars working on technology pertinent to medical

applications, devices and systems.

The new degree program will consist of 30 credit hours

at the graduate level in one of three tracks: biofluids,

biomechanics, or the biomedical engineering track for the

M.D. program. Students in the biofluids and biomechani-

cal tracks should be able to complete the program in two

years. The M.D. track would take five years to complete.

An estimated 15 students are expected to enroll the

first year, with 34 students per class expected by the fifth

year.

UCF approves new biomedical engineering master’s program; plenty of job opportunity as demand grows

44th Space Congress set; program includes panel sessions and noted speakers
The Canaveral Council of Technical Societies will host its 44th Space Congress on May 24, 25 and 26 at the Radisson

Resort at the Port in Cape Canaveral. This year’s theme is “The Journey: Further Exploration for Universal Opportuni-

ties.” Founded in 1965, CCTS works in collaboration with NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, Space Florida, and the

Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast to provide this program for aerospace professionals,

students and anyone who has a passion for space exploration.

The 44th Space Congress will consist of a broad group of panel sessions and noted speakers covering topics which

will shape the future. The topics will include Space Tourism, Human Exploration of Mars, Commercial Research in

Space, Transformational Space Policy/Law, and Rovers and Robotics. Also on the agenda is an astronaut social,

exhibits, and professional networking opportunities.

In addition, there will be a golf tournament on May 27 at the Cocoa Beach Country Club. It will be held to benefit an

engineering scholarship offered by CTTS and Florida Institute of Technology. You can find out more about the tourna-

ment by visiting www.spacecongress.org.

CCTS is a nonprofit educational corporation. Space Congress is a registered trademark of CCTS. For more informa-

tion on the events and to register for the program, go to www.SpaceCongress.org.

Junior League

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Keiser U

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR
Break out your best Derby attire and enjoy and evening of: 
• Bourbon and Cigar Tasting • Hat and Bow-Tie Contest • 

• Silent Auction • 50/50 Raffle •

Locally Owned

Two Locations

Friendly Service

10 S. HARBOR CITY BLVD
33 SUNTREE PLACE



APRIL 18, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10

See Viera Children’s Academy, page 15

Viera Children’s Academy opens new 5,500–square–foot facility on its campus;
project team includes W&J Construction, David Nagrodsky Architects, and CEG
By Ken Datzman

Devon and Florence “Flo” Hunter,

successful entrepreneurs in the education

field in the New York area for many years,

came to Brevard County a decade ago to

slow down and step their way into a long

retirement in the Sunshine State.

Flo Hunter made her first visit to

Brevard with a friend from New York. “She

wanted to retire in Florida and I had

accompanied her on the trip.” Flo Hunter

added, “My friend is still in New York, and

Devon and I are here. We fell in love with

this area, especially Viera.”

The Hunters have made their mark in

two states building high–quality child–care

facilities. They had owned two child–care

centers in the East.

Devon Hunter, who has a background in

construction, and Flo Hunter opened their

first child–care center in New York. Devon

Hunter converted an old warehouse into a

child–care facility. The center served 67

children.

“Then two years later,” said Flo Hunter,

“we purchased a second property and

started another child–care center, which

served an additional 62 children. Devon

refurbished an old house, turning it into an

attractive facility. My husband loves

buildings, beautiful buildings.”

After they moved to Viera years ago, the

Hunters saw an opportunity to get back

into the business they know so well.

Viera Boulevard looked to be the perfect

site for a new child–care center. At the

time, there were only two buildings in that

area — Space Coast Stadium and Manatee

Elementary School.

“Originally, after moving here, we had

no intention of starting another child–care

center,” said Flo Hunter. “But the opportu-

nity presented itself. I said God wasn’t

done with my influencing children’s lives,

and being an advocate for children and

their growth and their education and their

guidance.”

After they committed to their new–

construction project in Viera, the Hunters

built their 11,000–square–foot Viera

Children’s Academy, which was completed

in 2007 and was the first of what would

become a two–building campus at the site

on Viera Boulevard.

The state–of–the–art facility features

park–like grounds, two age–appropriate

The second building on Viera Children’s Academy campus on Viera Boulevard has just opened. The 5,500–square–foot facility is next to the Academy’s
11,000–square–foot main building. Together, the buildings have the capacity for 284 children. The business is owned by Devon and Florence Hunter,
who were successful entrepreneurs in their field in New York. From left, the project team for Building II includes: Dan Herman, senior project manager,
W&J Construction Corp.; Flo Hunter, executive director; Keith Przeclawski, lead mechanical engineer, Construction Engineering Group; and structural
engineer Tom Adams, principal, Construction Engineering Group.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

playgrounds and a water–splash area for

children, among other amenities for

students.

Viera Children’s Academy, which has

the capacity for 182 children, grew into a

success. The Hunters began making plans

for expansion on the roughly three–acre

campus.

For Building II, they teamed up with

general contractor W&J Construction

Corp., David Nagrodsky Architects LLC,

and the Construction Engineering Group,

all area firms that cater to the commercial–

building market. The 5,500–square–foot

Building II has just opened at Viera

Children’s Academy.

“We all worked together as a team with

Devon and Flo to make sure that the final

product was something that everyone was

really proud of,” said Dan Herman, a senior

project manager with W&J Construction,

which was founded in 1965 and has

compiled a sizable portfolio of commercial

projects for clients in Brevard County.

“This particular project is going to play

a role enhancing the lives of youngsters

attending Viera Children’s Academy.

Obviously, we like to be involved in projects

that have a community impact, especially

for children. We would like to do more work

in the education sector. We’ve been

involved in education projects for Space

Coast Early Intervention Center and other

clients.”

The newest facility is equipped with

the latest technology, including a

“changeover–bypass system,” which allows
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Please see 2016 JDRF One Walk, page 17

Wuesthoff Rockledge CEO Gary Malaer event chairman for JDRF One Walk at
Lori Wilson Park; looks for community support as event raises money for diabetes
By Ken Datzman

ROCKLEDGE — Gary Malaer, the chief executive

officer of Wuesthoff Medical Center Rockledge, is looking

to rally the community and its businesses behind an

event that raises research money for a disease the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has called an

“epidemic” in America.

Malaer has seen up close the impact diabetes has on

children. One of his nieces has Type 1 diabetes. This past

Thanksgiving he traveled to Oklahoma to be with his

niece and family members.

“Watching an 8–year–old girl have to self–regulate her

insulin and give herself shots really brings it home what

children with this autoimmune disease have to do to

manage their disease. This is a terrible thing for children,

or for adults,” he said, in an interview conducted at

Wuesthoff.

Type 1 diabetes is a disease in which an individual’s

pancreas stops producing insulin, a hormone people need

in order to get energy from food. This means they must

constantly monitor their blood–sugar level, inject or infuse

insulin from a pump and carefully monitor their eating

and activity every single day. Type 1 diabetes strikes both

children and adults.

Malaer said he’s doing whatever he can to help

advance research in the field and find a cure, and has

stepped into a volunteer community–leadership role as

the corporate event chairman for the 2016 JDRF One

Walk. The acronym stands for Juvenile Diabetes Re-

search Foundation.

“This isn’t about trying to find a vaccination or a shot,

this is about trying to find a cure for diabetes. That’s the

big picture and why it’s important for the community–at–

large to rally around the JDRF One Walk.”

The JDRF One Walk for a “World Without Type 1

Diabetes” will begin with check–in at 8 a.m. on Saturday,

April 30, at Lori Wilson Park in Cocoa Beach. The

5–kilometer Walk along the beach will start at 9:30 a.m.

“There is nothing better than a Saturday morning

walk on the beach and seeing the sun rise in the sky,

especially when the walk is for a great organization,” said

Malaer, who has been involved with JDRF for years in

the various communities his career has taken him to. “I’m

very passionate about JDRF.”

The event is being hosted by the Central Florida

Chapter of JDRF. To register for the JDRF Walk or to

make donations in support of the event, visit

www.JDRF.org. You can sign up as a team or as an

individual. This is JDRF’s flagship fund–raising program.

The walks are held throughout the nation every year.

Participants, walking alone or in teams, as well as

“virtual walkers” and other volunteers, work together to

raise money for JDRF, the leading global organization

funding Type 1 diabetes research. Walkers raise funds by

asking friends, relatives and co–workers to donate to their

efforts on behalf of JDRF. The role of team captain is

ever since.

“I liked what I saw when I researched JDRF,” said

Mirachi, who has led his credit union for the last three

years. “I was immediately impressed by JDRF’s approach

to research and how the organization shares its research

to eliminate duplication and accomplish results more

quickly and efficiently. I also liked the fact that more than

80 percent of the funds raised by JDRF go directly to

research and programs to support those with Type 1

diabetes.”

Locally, the corporate sponsors for the Walk include

Wuesthoff Health System, Launch Federal Credit Union,

crucial to the success of JDRF’s One Walk. Team captains

recruit team members, coach, and motivate them while

driving their personal fund–raising efforts for JDRF.

“The Wuesthoff teams are built by the employees of

our hospital. So we have fun with it. It’s competitive.

Some of our directors and some of our team captains find

very creative ways in which to generate and raise money

for JDRF. It’s really a fun event for the community,” said

Malaer.

Joe Mirachi, the president and chief executive officer of

Merritt Island–based Launch Federal Credit, was the

local corporate chairman for the event in 2014, which

raised roughly $150,000 and surpassed the JDRF Walk

goal that particular year. He’s been involved in the event

Gary Malaer is the chief executive officer of Wuesthoff Medical Center Rockledge. He is the volunteer corporate chairman for the 2016
JDRF One Walk set for Saturday, April 30, at Lori Wilson Park in Cocoa Beach. Wuesthoff is one of the corporate sponsors. The event
raises money for diabetes research. The Walk is JDRF’s flagship fund–raising program. Walkers raise funds by asking friends, relatives,
and co–workers to donate to their efforts on behalf of JDRF.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Lynne Frederick promoted to key marketing
position at Orlando–based Massey Services

ORLANDO — Harvey Massey, chairman and chief

executive officer of Massey Services, has announced the

promotion of Lynne Frederick to senior vice president of

marketing.

Frederick oversees the company’s advertising,

marketing, public relations and events.

Frederick joined Massey Services in 2003 as director

of marketing for the GreenUP Landscape division and

was promoted to vice president of Marketing in 2004.

In 2009, she was also named president of Massey

Communications, the company’s advertising and public

relations firm. Frederick has an extensive background in

marketing and has worked in a variety of consumer

services industries.

“Lynne is a key member of our executive staff,”

Massey said. “She has been integral in our company’s

growth and success, thus making this promotion most

deserving and rewarding.”

Frederick earned her MBA degree from the University

of New Haven and initiated her Ph.D. at the University

of London. She has also completed the Harvard Business

School Executive Education Program on “Strategic

Marketing Management.”

In addition to her work at Massey Services, Frederick

is an active volunteer in Central Florida. She has served

on the board of directors of the Orlando Ballet and Kid’s

House of Seminole and has volunteered her time to a

variety of charitable organizations, including Junior

Achievement, the American Heart Association and

Autism Speaks.

Cheri Smith joins Chamber as marketing director
The Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce has

announced that Cheri Smith has joined the staff as its

marketing director. Smith was previously with TD Bank

in Bayside Lakes in Palm Bay. She has worked in the

banking industry for more than 30 years. Her “passion

has always been community–service work,” and now she

is making a “seamless” transition into marketing at the

Greater Palm Bay Chamber. For more information on

the Chamber, visit www.GreaterPalmBayChamber.com

or call 951–9998.

HFCI team grows across all disciplines
The Health First Cancer Institute has a team that

includes 10 medical oncologists, four radiation

oncologists, two gynecological oncologists, two breast

surgeons and six nurse practitioners. The team continues

to grow with providers specializing in medical oncology,

radiation oncology, gynecologic oncology, surgical

oncology, thoracic oncology, breast surgery, urology,

radiology and pathology. Additionally, the Health First

Cancer Institute women’s tumor board meets twice a

month and is devoted to the management of breast

cancer and gynecological cancer. The Institute’s general

tumor board meets weekly to review cases of colon

cancer, lung cancer, prostate cancer and other cancers.

The Health First Cancer Institute has locations through-

out Brevard County.
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Organizations team up to host inaugural
NACOP Cup at Grand Cypress Golf Club

The National Association of Chiefs of Police has

partnered with the American Police Hall of Fame to host

the inaugural NACOP Cup, a golf tournament set for

Friday, May 19, at the Grand Cypress Golf Club in

Orlando.

The tournament proceeds will go exclusively to

NACOP’s programs of compassion for disabled officers.

Sponsorships are available for this tournament. To register

as a foursome or to inquire about being a sponsor, visit

NACOPonline.org or aphf.org. You may also call 264–0911

for additional information.

The NACOP formed in 1967 with a mission to support

law enforcement on a national level. Today, the nonprofit

organization has several unique programs of compassion

that support officers disabled in the line of duty and their

families. The programs have hundreds of officers and their

children enrolled from around the nation who receive

medical reimbursement funds, educational scholarships,

summer camp grants and birthday and holiday gifts.

The NACOP has also provided funding for 97 law–

enforcement departments for the purchase of a K9 through

its special K9 program. Several Brevard County depart-

ments have received funding from this program. To date,

NACOP has distributed more than $1 million in K9 funds

and over $8 million in disability programs.

Brian Lightle negotiates lease
for Vet–Bike LLC in Melbourne

Brian Lightle of Lightle Beckner Robison Inc., a local

commercial real–estate firm, negotiated a 3,500–square–

foot lease for Vet–Bike LLC at Dow Road Flex Space in

Melbourne. Representing the owner, and negotiating with

the tenant, Lightle was the sole broker in the transaction.

Vet–Bike is a military–grade bicycle built for all–terrain

conditions. The bikes are manufactured and distributed by

combat–disabled veterans.

“We were very excited to assist an existing tenant to

expand their business lines and accommodate their space

needs,” said Lightle, company president.

Lightle Beckner Robison is a full–service firm specializ-

ing in office, retail, industrial, investment properties and

asset/property management. For additional information on

the company, visit www.TeamLBR.com.

Harris engineer Alan Mast to address association
Alan Mast, an engineer at Harris Corp.’s Space and

Intelligence Systems, will address the Armed Forces

Communications and Electronics Association at 11:30 a.m.

on Thursday April 21, at the Tides Club at Patrick Air

Force Base. His presentation is titled “Creating Designs

that Win!” At the monthly meeting, he will explain how

engineers can create successful designs based on design

philosophy and processes, and will present “good and poor”

design examples and tips for avoiding traps that lead

engineers astray. The doors will open at 11 a.m. at the

Tides Club, 1001 S. Highway A1A. To make a reservation

for the meeting, contact Billie Poultan at 494–0611 or via

e–mail at CanaveralAFCEA@gmail.com or select the

“events” tab at Canaveral.AFCEAchapters.org to register.

Clevens

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR



APRIL 18, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising InformationBREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 14

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS
Brenner Real Estate Group announces
a lease expansion at Centre at Suntree

Brenner Real Estate Group, a full–service commercial

real–estate firm based in Fort Lauderdale with offices at

Imperial Plaza in Melbourne, has announced a lease

expansion in the local market.

Carla Casey, the regional manager and property

manager, and Colette Wood, a commercial associate,

handled the Golf Melbourne LLC, doing business as Moon

Golf, lease at The Centre at Suntree, 6300 N. Wickham

Road in Melbourne.

Moon Golf expanded its retail location by 3,600 square

feet to 8,400 square feet of retail space within The Centre

at Suntree. Moon Golf is a retail store that offers golf

products, repair services and licensed golf instruction. Dan

and Anne Moon purchased the existing business at that

location, in operation for the last 12 years, and rebranded

it Moon Golf.

Casey and Wood represented the landlord, The Centre

at Suntree c/o BREG, in the lease transaction. The tenant

represented itself.

Brenner Real Estate Group provides asset solutions,

brokerage, development, investment sales, property

management, asset management, and receivership

services for office, multi–family, industrial/commercial,

and retail properties. The firm has been serving Florida

since 1987. For more information on the company, visit

www.BREG.net, on Facebook at “Brenner Real Estate

Group” or contact the firm’s local office at 242–4575.

Platinum Coast Orchid Society set to
present 53rd ‘Orchid Show and Sale’

The Platinum Coast Orchid Society will present its 53rd

annual “Orchid Show and Sale” April 29 through May 1 at

the Kiwanis Island Park Gymnasium, 951 Kiwanis Island

Park Road on Merritt Island. The hours are 9 a.m. to 5

p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on

Sunday. Admission is $5.

The show will feature “beautiful” orchid exhibits

created by commercial growers and community orchid

societies. This is an American Orchid Society judged show

and worthy entries will be presented certificates or AOS

awards. Vendors will have “thousands” of orchid plants for

sale and will provide advice for new orchid hobbyists. A

wide variety of orchid–growing supplies will also be

available for purchase. Raffle tickets will also be available

for sale.

The Platinum Coast Orchid Society is a nonprofit

organization whose purpose is to promote conservation of

orchids and encourage those who want to grow orchids for

personal enjoyment. Membership is open to anyone who is

interested in orchids. Dues are $15 per year. Monthly

meetings at held at Kiwanis Island park. Plant sales,

picnics, parties, and informative presentations are some of

the benefits of belonging to the PCOS.

A portion of the proceeds from the show will benefit The

Candlelighters of Brevard Inc., which is dedicated to

providing emotional and financial support to children with

cancer, and their families.

For more details on this event, call 525–7540 or visit

www.PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org.
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Viera Children’s Academy
Continued from page 10

for zone–controlled air–conditioned space within the

facility. Each zone has its own temperature sensor for

individual comfort control. The system responds to

changing cooling or heating requirements by varying the

quantity or volume of air delivered to each zone.

“In a commercial building, air conditioning is going to

be your largest energy cost,” said Keith Przeclawski, lead

mechanical engineer with the Construction Engineering

Group, who worked the Building II project. “The

changeover–bypass system is an energy–saver. If a certain

space or classroom is not being utilized, it will be by-

passed.”

Przeclawski said he worked closely with Devon Hunter

in other areas to make the building as energy–efficient as

possible, including putting flush valves in all the toilets.

“Working with Devon was a pleasure. He is very knowl-

edgeable about commercial building.”

The Hunters’ inclination to get back into the business

10 years ago has proven to be a smart decision. They were

on the front edge of Viera’s explosive growth over the last

decade. New homes and shops have surrounded them, and

building continues at a good pace in Viera today.

Viera was recently ranked in the top 25 best–selling

master–planned communities in the nation by both the

Robert Charles Lesser & Co. and John Burns Real Estate

Consulting.

Viera ranked No. 21 in RCLCO’s list and No. 22 in the

John Burns Real Estate Consulting list, with 410 total

home sales in 2015, up 42 percent from the previous year.

“When we first met with officials of the Viera Co., they

asked us to put up a building that represented Viera and

Viera’s vision, and we did just that,” said Flo Hunter, who

serves as the school’s executive director.

Their 11,000–square–foot main facility opened with

seven children, she said. The institution was approved by

the Florida Department of Children and Families.

“We are a child–care center with a preschool. We enroll

children from six weeks to five years. Viera Children’s

Academy also has an after–school program and a summer

program, where we enroll children up to 12 years of age.”

She added, “We are all about developing the whole

child, while staying on the cutting edge of education. When

the students leave here, they are well–prepared for

elementary school.”

Building II houses the Academy’s Voluntary

Prekindergarten Education program. If you live in Florida

and your child turns 4 years of age by Sept. 1, your child is

eligible to participate in Florida’s free VPK program. The

program prepares children to be ready for school. Studies

show that children who participate in high–quality early

childhood education programs develop better language

skills, score higher in school–readiness tests, and have

better social skills than those who do not take part in VPK.

She said when Viera Children’s Academy first opened

“nobody knew we were here. We had to do quite of bit of

marketing to bring clients in and let them know of our

capabilities in the child–care arena. Word of mouth has

been our biggest advertisement. And we are listed on the

Viera website, so when someone Google’s ‘child care’ or ‘day

care’ we pop up. We’ve been fortunate.”

With their enrollment on the rise at the main facility,

the Hunters wanted to better position themselves for

future growth in Viera and the surrounding markets. They

invested in the construction of Building II, located next to

the flagship facility. Building II has capacity for 102

children.

“It was in the pipeline since February of 2014. It’s

exciting to see the expansion,” she said.

“I think these buildings are a perfect fit for the Viera

market, in terms of their design and appeal,” said Tom

Adams, a structural engineer and principal with the

Construction Engineering Group. “Devon was really

instrumental in the architecture of the building and was

active on the building side of the project, too. Devon is very

detailed in his projects. I think he did a great job.”

Local author to make presentation at library
The Franklin T. DeGroodt Public Library at 6475 Minton Road SW in Palm Bay will host local author

Jim Nelson at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 17. Nelson will discuss his latest novel, “The Plot.” This program is free of

charge and open to the public. For more information on this event, call the library at 952–6317.

Intercoastal Insurance

pick up BBN
3/28/16
page 8

FULL COLOR

Intercoastal Insurance, Inc. has many partners that enable us to provide you with 
the most competitive rates and benefits. We provide business solutions with a 
service-oriented approach for small and large employers, as well as individuals.

321-253-2662
690 Eau Gallie Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

Free Health Benefits Analysis 

Let us provide you 
with a free analysis 

of your benefits!

info@intercoastalinsurance.com

Cynthia R. Dropeski
RHU, REBC, GBDS, President

 

Individual
Let’s make a plan together.

Proud to be an Authorized Agent 
for Health First Insurance

Individual & Family PPO policies 
include free gym membership

Call Intercoastal 
today for a quote!

Need to lower your insurance costs?

Individuals, Small & Large Employers
We have the expertise to answer your questions regarding ACA requirements and

the new Small Group Plans (2 - 100 insured) beginning in 2016.
Intercoastal Insurance, Inc. has many partners that enable us to provide you
with the most competitive rates and benefits. We provide business solutions

with a service oriented approach for small and large employers.

Cynthia R. Dropeski, RHU, REBC, GBDS, President, 32 years experience 
Julie Chiles, Agent, 18 years experience

Tonya Snodgrass, Agent, 19 years experience

info@intercoastalinsurance.com
690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

321-253-2662

ACA Certified
Let us provide You with a

free analysis of all your benefits!



APRIL 18, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 16

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS
Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier appoints
John Flaherty as its new executive chef

COCOA BEACH — The Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier

has appointed John Flaherty as its new executive chef,

overseeing the Pier’s five food and beverage locations.

Restaurants formerly under Flaherty’s leadership have

been the recipients of a number of honors, including

“Florida Trend’s” Golden Spoon Award and “Wine

Enthusiast’s” Award of Ultimate Distinction.

Flaherty has more than 20 years experience as an

executive chef, having worked for Rainforest Café and Ybor

City’s historic Columbia Restaurant. He comes to the Pier

after most recently serving as executive chef for various

oil–industry camps and lodges across the South.

For eight years, Flaherty served on the American

Culinary Federation elected Board of Directors and was

awarded the American Culinary Federation’s President’s

Award.

At the Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier, Flaherty will

oversee culinary operations at Pelican’s Bar & Grill, Rikki

Tiki Tavern, Keith’s Oyster Bar, The Boardwalk Bar and

Sea Dogs.

Founded in 1982 by David Siegel, Westgate Resorts is

one of the largest resort developers in America. Westgate

features 29 themed destination resorts with more than

13,000 luxury villas in premier locations throughout the

United States, including Orlando. For more information

about Westgate Resorts, visit www.WestGateResorts.com.

Business partners open Golf Gallery in
West Melbourne; full–service retail store

The Golf Gallery has opened at 2235 W. New Haven

Ave. in West Melbourne. The locally owned full–service

retail golf store carries all of the major manufactures’

products, including golf clubs, golf balls, shoes, gloves and

apparel. Golf Gallery also has a fully stocked repair center

offering regripping, loft and lie adjustments and shaft

replacement. A hitting bay is also available to try out the

clubs with state–of–the art Foresight Launch monitor for

custom fittings.

The owners of the business are Lee Sanford and Marc

Pfannenstein. They have more than 20 years experience in

the golf industry. Sanford played on the mini tours in the

1990s and has worked for several golf–specific companies

since and is a certified Ping Fitter, as well as a certified

Mitchell repair technician. Pfannenstein was the store

manager for Golf USA in Melbourne for 11 years. He is

also a Mitchell certified repair technician, and has an

extensive background in all facets of the golf industry.

“Our professional staff can custom fit your clubs to your

height, arm length, hand size and swing to determine

which clubs are best for you,” he said.

A professional club–fitting gives the information

necessary to make loft and lie adjustments, proper length

and recommended shaft, said Sanford. “With the help of

the Foresight Launch Monitor, we can work on improving

your game even further.”

Golf Gallery is located one–fourth mile west of

Melbourne Square Mall in the Publix shopping center

behind Popeye’s. The phone number is 837–3715. The web

address is www.GolfGalleryofMelbourne.com.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

® approach
®

Confident Retirement  is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940  
321.622.8371 | leasha.flammio@ampf.com

Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.ementementg g yementement
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Nasa Palms
Professional Center

W. Nasa Blvd. at Broadband Drive in Melbourne, FL
(321) 751-6850 | Brenda@NewtonLand.com
NewtonRealEstateFL.com

For Sale or Lease in Melbourne’s High 
Tech District Centered between Health 
First’s Holmes Regional Hospital and 
Wuesthoff Hospital’s Melbourne Campus.
 
• 2000 – 4200 SF Units Available for 

Immediate Build-Out
• 6000 SF Building To Be Constructed

South Beach Deco Style Medical
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2016 Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation One Walk
Continued from page 11

Community Credit Union, Enterprise Holdings, and

Allstate/Turner Insurance.

This is Malaer’s first time as the corporate chairman of

the event. He started at Wuesthoff Rockledge as the chief

operating officer about one year ago, then served as

interim CEO when a colleague retired, and was later

promoted to his current title. “I love this area,” said

Malaer, who was raised in Texas and previously worked

on the West Coast of Florida.

The JDRF One Walk Corporate Committee includes

David Brock, the president and chief executive officer of

Rockledge–based Community Credit Union; Susan

Smith, vice president of compliance for Launch Federal

Credit Union; and Mirachi. Brock has also chaired the

event. “David and Joe have helped me tremendously in

the effort to make this a successful campaign,” said

Malaer.

“Gary is doing a great job. He and his team are

definitely on the way to making the Walk a huge success,”

said Mirachi.

The 2016 goal for all the JDRF Brevard County fund–

raising events is $200,000. “It’s a lofty goal, but if you

don’t raise the bar and challenge the community you’ll

never advance to a higher level,” said Malaer, adding,

“We’re seeing great support from the corporate entities of

Brevard County, as well as from family teams. Many

families are directly impacted by diabetes and they

certainly have the passion to want to raise money to find

a cure for the disease.”

Ongoing support is the key to helping a charitable

effort succeed, said Mirachi. “We’re glad to continue our

involvement. Our employees have great passion for this

cause and participate in the Walk every year.” Launch

Federal Credit Union has been a part of this event for

more than a decade, raising money through employee

fund–raisers and member donations.

“I encourage other organizations to get involved this

year,” said Mirachi. “By being part of this event, I hope to

make a difference in my community, and I hope to

encourage others to take part.”

While many people are familiar with Type 1 and

Type 2 diabetes, fewer are aware of “prediabetes,” a

serious health condition that affects 86 million Americans

(more than one in three) and often leads to Type 2

diabetes.

Nearly 90 percent of people with prediabetes don’t

know they have it, and aren’t aware of the long–term

risks to their health, such as heart attack, stroke,

blindness, and amputation, according to the American

Diabetes Association. If left untreated, current trends

estimate that 15 percent to 30 percent of people with

prediabetes will develop Type 2 diabetes within five years.

However, prediabetes often can be reversed through

weight loss, diet changes and increased physical activity.

Research shows that once people are aware of their

condition, they are much more likely to make the

necessary lifestyle changes.

“A lot of it comes down to educating people about

diabetes, about their diet and the importance of healthy

eating, a healthy lifestyle, and maintaining their proper

weight,” said Malaer.

“We have great dieticians at Wuesthoff who educate

patients on these very important topics. And we have

great physicians and a medical staff who treat diabetes on

a daily basis, from an education standpoint and looking at

different medicines to control the disease.” The Wuesthoff

Center for Diabetes Education is recognized by the

American Diabetes Association.

In 2007, the estimated total costs of diagnosed diabetes

in America was $174 billion, which included direct

medical expenses and $69 billion in reduced work–force

productivity. Five years later, the total tally was $245

billion. This figure represents a 41 percent increase over

that period.

A study, “Economic Costs of Diabetes in the U.S. in

2012,” was commissioned by the American Diabetes

Association and included a breakdown of costs on a state–

by–state basis. The report is the latest available data on

the disease. Since then, new cases have dropped, but the

diabetes epidemic is far from over in America.

Roughly 51,000 people in Brevard County have

diabetes, according to 2012 statistics from the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention. “Being an administrator

of a hospital, it’s very important to me, and to Wuesthoff

as an organization, that the community is healthy. We

have to continue to push forward to find a cure for

diabetes,” said Malaer.
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Learn more at 
www.htacademy.org 

or call 321-723-8323, ext. 386

Academic Merit
for new students entering grades 7-11

Announcing the new

Scholarship Program

FIRST SERVICE ADVISORS, CORP.
321-727-0000

MALABAR ROAD WIDENING
TWO PRIME CORNERS FOR SALE

The Florida DOT is in the process of widening and
improving Malabar Road from Babcock Street to
U.S. 1.  Secure a prime location at a competitive
price.  Broker participation invited.

1) NE Corner of Malabar Road and Marie Street.
130 feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Currently
leased as a veterinary clinic till 5/31/2016.
Building is 900 sq. ft., tile floors, parking and
handicap accessibility. Owner financing available.

$225,000

2) NW Corner of Corey Road and Malabar Road,
2.49 acres+/- vacant land. This parcel has 373
feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Corey Road is
a major North/South artery in Malabar and is
paved to Valkaria Road. Municipal water available.
Perfect for a bank, credit union, offices, etc. The
state is taking a substantial portion of this
property for the widening to 4 lanes. Owner
financing available.

$175,000
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LIVE IN CONCERT
HUGH PANARO
BREVARD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PROUDLY PRESENTS

*Students/Teachers/Active Military receive 50% off tickets in areas two and three. Box office fees will apply.  Dates, 
times, programs and featured artists are subject change.  Sorry, no refunds or exchanges.         

FOR TICKETS:  CALL 321.242.2219
ONLINE AT BREVARDSYMPHONY.COM

TICKETS | $20 / $30 / $50    GROUP TICKETS AVAILABLE!

APRIL 30 | 8PM
KING CENTER FOR THE

PERFORMING ARTS

CARD

CHECKCASH

RECEIPT

© 2015 Regions Bank. Check cashing service may not be available for some checks. Maximum amount that you may receive for a check 
cashed at a DepositSmart ATM is determined by various factors, including any cash limits imposed by the ATM or your card, and the amount 

and types of monies in the ATM at the time of transaction.

Meet our 
newest team 
member.

Drop by your Regions branch and try out our new DepositSmart ATM.SM With 
DepositSmart ATMs, you can make deposits on your time, anytime, day or night, 
without the use of envelopes or deposit slips. You can even cash your checks. 

Stop by and give it a try today.

1.800.regions | regions.com
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‘Safari Under the Stars’
Continued from page 1

up to support this event in a big way,” said Davis.

“It’s a great feeling to see so many businesses so

passionate about the Brevard Zoo,” said Barker. “I love to

see us bring it to new levels every year and be able to fund

all of the critical mission pieces for the organization.”

“Growing up in this community, and remembering

when the Brevard Zoo was started, and seeing it evolve to

where it is today, is something I’m very proud of,” said

Leasha Flammio–Watson, a Brevard Zoo board member

who is president of the Flammio Financial Group of

Ameriprise Financial Services Inc.

“Safari Under the Stars” will include a dinner under a

large air–conditioned tent (the “Chill Sponsor” is Elaina

Garvin of the Garvin Wealth Management Group of

Stifel), three themed cocktail parties, animal encounters,

auctions, entertainment, and “Safari After Dark,” a

nightcap with dancing, a band, and a cigar lounge.

This year’s special guest for “Safari Under the Stars”

will be Temple Grandin, a biologist, author, educator, and

inventor who was diagnosed with autism at age 2. Despite

the setback, she went on to achieve considerable academic

and business success. Grandin earned a doctorate degree

in animal science from the University of Illinois at

Urbana–Champagne. She has become a leading advocate

for autism around the world and has also written books

and provided consultation on the humane treatment of

animals.

In 2010, HBO released an Emmy Award–winning film

on Grandin’s life. Titled “Temple Grandin” and starring

actress Claire Danes, the movie received 15 Emmy Award

nominations and won five, including the Emmy for the

outstanding made–for–television movie, and best actress

in a drama (Danes). Danes also won a Golden Globe

Award for her role in “Temple Grandin.”

“Dr. Grandin is clearly the iconic figure within both the

autism community and within the community related to

animal behavior and animal wellness,” said Davis, who

has worked to make “Safari Under the Stars” one of the

biggest annual fund–raising events in the region. “Temple

has done pioneering work in those two fields. We are

extremely excited to have her as our special celebrity

guest for this event.”

In addition to Saturday’s “Safari Under the Stars” on

April 30, the Brevard Zoo will host an exclusive evening

reception for Grandin on Friday, April 29. The cost to

attend this function is $500 per individual.

“You really never hear the words ‘pioneer’ and ‘autistic’

in the same sentence,” said Flammio–Watson. “But

Temple is truly a pioneer for autism rights and she also

has had a huge impact on the field of animal science,

including animal care and wellness in the livestock

industry.”

Dr. Grandin developed her talents into a successful

career as a livestock–handling equipment designer. And

she designed the facilities in which half the cattle in the

U.S. are handled. She has also consulted for firms such as

MacDonald’s, Burger King, and Swift. Her books,

including “Animals in Translation” and “Animals Make

Us Human,” have garnered critical acclaim.

In 2015, “Safari Under the Stars” introduced “Give

from the Heart,” a new part of the event that raises

money for an announced Brevard Zoo project. Guests at

the event pledge donations to make the project happen.

The community–at–large can also support the project

online without attending “Safari Under the Stars.” Last

year “Give from the Heart” raised $105,000 for an

expansion of the Brevard Zoo’s Jaguar exhibit. Jaguars

are an endangered species.

This year’s “Give from the Heart” will help fund the

new venue for children with special needs. The project will

include the hiring of a new staff member for its education

department who will specialize in developing programs for

these children. “The spotlight for this year’s ‘Give from the

Heart’ will be on education, which is one of our major

missions, with a specific orientation toward children with

disabilities — children on the autism spectrum,” said

Davis, the founder of “Safari Under the Stars.”

“We will be making an appeal that night to the patrons

of ‘Safari Under the Stars,’ but we are also reaching out to

the entire community for support of this project. It will

take the whole community to make this become a reality.

We can only do something like this based on the

community’s participation because we are a not–for–profit

entity.”

People can donate directly to “Give from the Heart” at

BrevardZoo.org and check out the live auction items. The

items include a full–day behind the scenes at the Brevard

Zoo with opportunities for children 12 and older to be

“junior” veterinarians, animal–keepers, and sea turtle

volunteer assistants; a one–week stay at Hawks Cay

Resort in Duck Key, Fla.; and “Marine Mammal Keeper

for a Day” for four people at Sea World Orlando, followed

by dinner with renowned animal expert Rob Yordi of

Busch Gardens Tampa.

“Safari Under the Stars” has become one of the most

successful charitable fund–raising programs in the region,

selling out on an annual basis and gaining strong support

from the business community. “The Brevard Zoo is an

outstanding asset and a wonderful place to spend time

with friends and family,” said businessman Travis

Proctor, the chief executive officer of Artemis/The IT

Company, whose firm is the IT Solutions Partner Sponsor

for Safari. “We are proud to continue our sponsorship for

this event, as we understand it takes a lot of hard work,

commitment, and support to keep the Brevard Zoo as one

of the top zoos in the country.”

Last year’s sponsorship dollars for the event totaled

$259,000. As of April 1 of this year, “Safari Under the

Stars” sponsorship income stands at $304,000, and there

are 46 slots, or seats, still available for purchase at $625

each. To purchase one of those tickets, contact Chris

Stagman at CStagman@BrevardZoo.org or call him at

254–9453, extension 485.

“This program has seen monumental growth over the

years,” said Jessica Assam, whose organization is

expecting more than 450 people to attend the 2016 event.

“That growth speaks volumes, in that businesses and

sponsors stand behind our mission in the community.

They are not only sponsors for the event, but they are also

our partners. They are helping us achieve our mission,

year after year.”

Flammio–Watson says it’s always a “heart–warming

confirmation to know and actually see where your dollars

are being invested. At the Brevard Zoo, you are able to

walk through the compound and see the expansions, the

development and the updating, the new attractions and

the evolution of the current attractions, and now a safe–

haven for children with challenges so they can be more

involved members of the community and feel engaged.

This all makes the Brevard Zoo a sound place to put your

contribution dollars to work, I believe,” she said.

Holiday Builders is one of many community–minded

businesses that have stood behind the Brevard Zoo’s

“Safari Under the Stars.” This is its second year as Title

Sponsor ($20,000). “We are honored to be the Title

Sponsor for this event,” said Bruce Assam. “We see it as

an investment in the community.”

He added, “Basically, the world is our canvas. We build

on it. And because we are repurposing land — taking

parcels of land and turning them into subdivisions where

homes can be constructed — we are dislocating little

animals in the process. So we do a number of things in the

area of conservation to help the communities where this

dislocation takes place. The Brevard Zoo is a leader in

conservation and to be able to invest in their efforts we

think is beneficial to the entire community.”

The home–building market is on an upswing and

Holiday Builders just posted a good first quarter. How-

ever, residential general contractors, locally and in many

parts of the nation, are scrambling to fill a range of

positions, including skilled tradesmen like plumbers and

electricians. These jobs typically pay $100,000 per year.

With the pipeline of talent slow to build, Holiday Builders

has turned to the college market for recruits.

“The University of Florida has a great construction–

management program, as does the University of North

Florida. We have been recruiting on campuses to find

really good talent. During the real–estate downturn, a lot

of the local work force was displaced and it has not come

back to Florida. But we’re very upbeat about our home–

building outlook this year in Florida,” he said.

More than 65 businesses and individuals have rallied

around Title Sponsor Holiday Builders in support of the

event at various levels. Visit BrevardZoo.org to view the

full list of sponsors.

The abbreviated list includes: Flammio Financial

Group, Artemis/The IT Company, The Parker Founda-

tion, Harris Corp., Berman Hopkins, Central Florida

Hand Center, W&J Construction, Jaguar Land Rover of

Merritt Island, Sky Advertising, Health First Inc., Shelter

Mortgage Co., Dr. John and Laura Bomalaski, Certified

General Contractors Inc., M.H. Williams Construction

Group, Regions Bank, Southeast Petro Distributors Inc.,

The Viera Co., Classic Wood Flooring, Mike and Mary

Louise Coleman, Dr. and Mrs. Shashin Desai, Malcolm

and Jane Kirschenbaum, the Roub Family Foundation,

Boys Electrical Contractors, and Rossway Swan Tierney

Lacey & Oliver.

“The dollar support from all of the gracious sponsors is

what makes everything possible as we continue to add

new features at the Brevard Zoo,” said Davis. “We are

thrilled and delighted for the community in that we are

able to raise dollars to work for their benefit.”




