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Please see MCC High School, page 19

By Ken Datzman

Melbourne Central Catholic High School is

upgrading its campus with a multi–phase

construction project to include new buildings on

the roughly 40–acre site on East Florida

Avenue.

The expansion will help position the private

school for future growth, as demand for its

product continues to trend upward with

enrollment at a record high.

“This whole process was started three years

ago with the development of our campus master

plan, which was brought forth by a committee of

faculty, staff, parents, alumni, and business

leaders,” said MCC President Michael Burke.

Burke was recently recognized at a national

convention in California for his accomplish-

ments in leading MCC to new heights in a

number of areas, including enrollment growth.

The campus master plan is the “foundation

of the building campaign” that kicked off with a

ceremony on April 27 at MCC.

The event was attended by the student body,

distinguished guests, and Bishop John Noonan

of the Diocese of Orlando. The Diocese oversees

Catholic education in Brevard County.

Burke said MCC has “worked hard to ensure

that our vision for the future makes sense from

both an educational perspective as well as a

stewardship perspective.”

Under the direction of the “Build–to–Serve”

leadership team, $3.1 million has been raised to

date. The campaign is well on its way to exceed

its original goal of $3.8 million, Burke said.

Over the years, MCC has continued to

upgrade and integrate sophisticated technology

and state–of–the–art equipment in support of

the teaching and learning opportunities which

prepare its students to succeed in the digital

age.

Now, MCC is funding the building of new

facilities on its campus. And the ground–

breaking event kicked off the start of construc-

tion of The Donovan Family Commons and The

Erdman Automotive Group Field House. The

two facilities will total 12,000 square feet.

The first phase of construction is part of a

master plan that includes a total of four new

buildings, the renovation of four existing

buildings, supporting infrastructure, and
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Michael Burke is president of Melbourne Central Catholic High School, which is seeing record enrollment. MCC recently broke ground on two
buildings as part of a $3.8 million campus upgrade. The Donovan Family Commons and the Erdman Automotive Group Field House will total
12,000 square feet. The first phase of the construction project is part of a master plan that includes a total of four new buildings on the 40–acre
campus. Burke was one of only two Catholic school presidents in the nation recognized with top honors from the National Catholic Educational
Association. The NCEA’s Convention and Expo was held in San Diego.
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MCC breaks ground on two buildings, part of campus upgrade; Burke recognized
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SECURE YOUR SPACE TODAY AT: SHARESPACE.ORG/GALA
For more information call: 321-783-6836 or email us at: info@ShareSpace.org

How confident 
are you about 

your retirement?
an you keep 
ur lifestyle in 
retirement?
n retirement,

will you outlive

Will you have  
ough money 
o live life on  
ur terms?
Can you keep 
your lifestyle in 

retirement?
In retirement, 

will you outlive 
your money?

Will you have  
enough money 
to live life on  
your terms?

confidearare you abouan 
your retirement?ms?

IIIIIIInnnn rrreeeeeeeetttttttttiiiiirrrrrrrrreeeeeeemmmmmmmmmmmmmmme
yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuu oooooout

y uuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrr   mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmone

vvvvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeeeeeee 

Are you ready 
for what life 

throws at you?

ugh mough mo
ve life

Wh ill I biin retin reti

eee

Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

® approach
®

Confident Retirement  is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940  
321.622.8371 | leasha.flammio@ampf.com

Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.ementementg g yementement
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(321) 254-2770

Get your hassle-free quote at 
SorensenMovingandStorage.com 

Agent

Trusted with
moving
your world
since 1956.
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Junior Achievement of the Space Coast receives
$5,000 State Farm grant for economics program

Junior Achievement of the Space Coast has received a $5,000 grant from State Farm to

bring its seventh–grade program, “JA Economics for Success,” to 200 Brevard County

middle–school students.

“We’re excited for the opportunity to bring volunteers into middle–school classrooms to

share our curriculum on financial literacy,” said Candice Hodge, JA of the Space Coast’s

education program director. “This program lays bare for the students the heart of a

successful economic life: things like choosing the right career and managing money

properly. Through the program students will use personal reflection to explain self–

knowledge; identify the connections between goal–setting, personal finance, education and

career choices; and identify the difference between debit and credit cards and the impor-

tance of taking personal responsibility for financial decisions.”

She added, “As a nonprofit organization dedicated to serving youth, we are so apprecia-

tive when businesses such as State Farm understand the value of our programs and the

importance of ensuring our students are equipped with as many tools as possible to lead a

successful life. State Farm’s ‘Good Neighbor Citizenship Grant Program’ allows nonprofits

like JA to make further inroads building a generation with financial literacy skills.”

Volunteers serve as “real–world examples” and deliver JA programs which, coupled

with their own personal or professional experience, provide invaluable benefits for the

students. JA volunteers share their work–force experience and regional perspective with

students, all while teaching sound economic principles via hands–on, fun learning

activities and solid curriculum aligned with Florida mandates.

“Junior Achievement is also hoping to build a strong volunteer relationship with State

Farm as well. JA offers skills–based volunteer opportunities, perfect for State Farm

agents seeking community engagement aligned with their core value of education,” Hodge

said.

Junior Achievement is the largest, global, nonprofit organization dedicated to educat-

ing students in grades K–12 in three main areas — financial literacy, work–readiness and

entrepreneurship — through experiential, hands–on programs.

Locally, more than 250 JA volunteers impacted almost 11,000 young people in Brevard

County during the 2015–2016 school year, through 60,380 contact hours. Volunteers bring

the JA programs to Brevard classrooms at no cost to the schools. Currently, JA reaches

more than 10,500 students in Brevard.

For more information about becoming a JA volunteer, or to learn more about the

organization, call Hodge at 777–0982 or CHodge@JASpaceCoast.org.

First United Methodist Church honored as
University Park’s ‘Business Partner of Year’

University Park Elementary School has recognized First United Methodist Church of

Melbourne as its “2016 Business Partner of the Year” for providing volunteer hours and

donations.

For the school year, a group of 35 First United volunteers contributed 462 volunteer

hours and the church as a whole raised $4,300 in financial assistance for University Park.

Using the federal valuation for volunteer hours of $23.56 per hour, First United contrib-

uted a total of $15,184.72 to University Park Elementary.

Principal Donna Entsminger showed her appreciation and said, “We are so thankful

for their partnership with the school. First United provides a boost to our school climate

and morale. They do a little of everything — they do it all!”

Volunteer projects include operating a Positive Behavior Support store, also known as

the Panda Store. “It has been a very rewarding experience to volunteer at University

Park,” said Barbara Braddock, a First United Panda Store volunteer. “I love watching the

kids come in to make their choice. It’s heartwarming that many of the kids think of

someone else to spend the money on, like a sister, brother, grandparent or mom for her

birthday.”

First United also donated sets of clothes and toys to in–transition families who needed

a little holiday help, a laminator for school–wide use, and luncheons for teachers and staff.

University Park Elementary, home of the Pandas, is a Title I school with more than

600 students. Roughly 94 percent of students are part of the federally funded free and

reduced lunch program.
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young age will foster creativity, expose him to a more

diverse population, and encourage him to use creative

outlets for expressing his emotions. It will also help him

learn how to do imaginary and cooperative play.

The kid has one job right now, and that job is to play as

hard and as much as he can. The inimitable Fred Rogers

said: “When we treat children’s play as seriously as it

deserves, we are helping them feel the joy that’s to be

found in the creative spirit. It’s the things we play with and

the people who help us play that make a great difference in

our lives.” If taking my child to a theatre event will help

him be a better “player,” that’s worth a missed nap.

That said, the logistics of taking a toddler to a theatre

can be daunting. How do you get a squirmy, noisy, sticky,

short person to be a good audience member? You want to

teach him good theatre etiquette, but at the same time,

there are limits to what we can expect of a toddler.

There are some fairly obvious things you can do to

make your toddler’s theatre experience better (scheduling

around naptime is the biggie) but here are some tips you

might not have considered:

Ask for a booster seat. Many theatres have boosters

available at the guest services counter. Not only will a

booster give your child a better vantage point, it can help

keep her from being gobbled up by a folding seat.

Explain the process and rules to your child. When we

watch Daniel’s Neighborhood on TV at home, Huck can

talk, jump on the couch, and eat food. When we see Daniel

Tiger’s Neighborhood Live! at the theatre next month,

there will be a different set of rules. Explaining that to him

in advance and pointing out the differences as we walk in

to the theatre will help him remember that different rules

apply to different places even though the content seems

similar.

Acquaint your toddler with the characters and plot

before you attend. Seeing Rudolph the Red–Nosed

Reindeer meant a lot more to Huck since we had been

reading the story for weeks prior. And it also clued him

into the secret he didn’t need to be afraid of the scary snow

monster Bumble when he saw him in person.

Seek out shows with reserved seating. In order to keep

him engaged, I like to be close to the stage, but in a general

admission performance you have to arrive very early to get

those seats. My kid just can’t sit still that long. When we

can’t get reserved seats, we arrive early to get a good seat,

situate our booster seat, then retreat to the lobby until the

show starts and make a last–minute entry.

Consider the content. Hamilton may be at the top of

your to–see list, but your toddler will be happier with

Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are in a Play!” Hold off on

Broadway for a few years and take the toddler to a short

performance with content geared toward children. Many

local theaters have “Theatre for Young Audience” produc-

tions. Attending a show that is designed specifically for

children will help your toddler be more engaged and there

Exposure to the arts at young age helps foster creativity in children for life
By Heather Gibson
UCF Forum columnist

I recently ignored the cardinal rule of parenthood and

kept my 2–year–old, Huck, awake during his normal

naptime. I knew it was risky, but then, so is suggesting he

wear a shirt that isn’t his favorite color orange, so I was

willing to take my chances.

The reasons for my daring were twofold: First, I had

been working almost nonstop for months on the recent

UCF Celebrates the Arts festival. We were three days into

the festival and I had hardly seen my child in a week. We

needed to spend some time together.

Second, I had reserved tickets to “We All Can Dance,” a

kinderdrama for toddlers and their grownups. The event

promised us time to play, dance and make theatre

together, all things the two of us love to do. Exposure to

theatre is at the top of the activity list for my little guy, and

it almost always trumps a nap.

Why? I believe that exposing Huck to the arts at a

will be no chance of her being exposed to profanity, nudity,

or other content she might not yet be mature enough to

process. Some theatres also offer special sensory perfor-

mances for children with autism or other aversions to loud

sounds and bright lights.

Attend free or low–price performances. You don’t want

to drop $500 on tickets to a Broadway show only to have

your toddler fall asleep five minutes into the show. And if

he causes a stir, he might be disrupting the experience of

another patron who has also invested a considerable sum

to see the performance.

Start short. Spend a few minutes at an outdoor concert

or attend a 15–minute show designed specifically for kids.

This will help you gauge your child’s readiness for a

longer–format performance, and if she loses interest, you

aren’t stuck in a seat for an hour with a howling toddler.

Living in Orlando, we are fortunate to be able to visit

theme parks that have short, informal concerts and shows.

If you don’t have this option, keep your eyes open for

festivals and fairs, which often have similar opportunities.

Leave the crackers at home. Most theatres don’t permit

food consumption in the house. Your best course of action

is to make sure that your toddler is well–fed before you

enter the theatre, but if you know he’s going to demand a

snack, don’t pull out the ubiquitous crackers. They leave

crumbs and worse, they are loud. Instead consider packing

fruit chews or dried fruit…and take it out of the crinkly

packaging before you arrive at the theatre.

Know when to leave. Some arguments aren’t worth

having with your toddler. If he insists on taking off his

shoes during the performance, let him. Truly, no one but

you will notice. But if your child is crying, afraid, or just

having a “moment,” it is ok to leave the theatre. You, your

child, your fellow patrons, and the performers will all be

happier if you make a quick exit than if you try to stick it

out. You can always try again another day.

Don’t end the experience at the theatre doors. Your

toddler has just been introduced to a new world that will

be intriguing and delightful to her growing brain. Have a

book with the characters ready in the car for her to read.

Ask her questions about what she saw and let her ask you

questions. Over the next few weeks, lead some role play

with her and sing the songs you heard.

Now that you have a few pointers, Huck and I look

forward to seeing you and your little one at the theatre!

We’ll be easy to spot: sitting near the front with big smiles

on our faces, and the smaller one of us will be shoeless and

wearing an orange shirt.

Heather Gibson is marketing director for the
UCF School of Performing Arts in the College
of Arts & Humanities. She can be reached at
Heather.Gibson@UCF.edu.

Nathan to conduct art classes at library
The Titusville Public Library will present the class “Art Gallery Cards with Ree” from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on

Wednesdays, May 25 and June 22. The class fee is $10 and all materials are included for two projects. The registration

deadline is May 23. To enroll in these classes, contact the library or Ree Nathan at ReeNathan@bellsouth.net.
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ALL DATA COURTESY OF SCOTT ELLIS, BREVARD COUNTY CLERK OF THE COURT

Case Information 
 

Click Case Number to View Document Images
(If the image is not available by clicking the case number, please check the Register of Actions)

STATE VS MARTO AMY LYNN 

Case Number: 05-2015-CF-030837-AXXX-XX Case Type: DRUGS
Filing Date: 06/15/2015 Case Judge: JAMES H EARP
Case Status: ORIGINAL DISP Case Status Date: 08/14/2015
Check Out Date: 07/30/2015 Charging Agency: BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFIC
File Location: /CLERK/VIERA/VIERA ELECTRONIC FILES/ Jurisdiction Area: CAPE CANAVERAL

Case Alerts

None

Party Type No. Party Name Status Ptcpt Id D.O.C. Nbr

DEFENDANT 1 MARTO AMY LYNN A 2622607 E52675
PLAINTIFF 1 STATE OF FLORIDA A 3684

 
Case Outcome

 
 
 

Judge History Information

05-2015-CF-030837-AXXX-XX

Case Type Assign Date Seq No. Judge Description

DRUGS 06/15/2015 1 JAMES H EARP INITIAL ASSIGNMENT
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Barbara C. Wall 
 

Broker Associate 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices FL Realty 
2000 Highway A1A  
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 
Direct 321-308-0335 | Cell 321-749-2444 | Fax 321-768-2891 
Barbara@BarbaraWall.com | www.BarbaraWall.com  

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, 
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.   

Medical & EMT Supplies

Uniforms  �  Shoes  �  Accessories

Melbourne Shopping Center

1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Medical & 

EMT Supplies

FIRST SERVICE ADVISORS, CORP.
321-727-0000

MALABAR ROAD WIDENING
TWO PRIME CORNERS FOR SALE

The Florida DOT is in the process of widening and
improving Malabar Road from Babcock Street to
U.S. 1.  Secure a prime location at a competitive
price.  Broker participation invited.

1) NE Corner of Malabar Road and Marie Street.
130 feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Currently
leased as a veterinary clinic till 5/31/2016.
Building is 900 sq. ft., tile floors, parking and
handicap accessibility. Owner financing available.

$225,000

2) NW Corner of Corey Road and Malabar Road,
2.49 acres+/- vacant land. This parcel has 373
feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Corey Road is
a major North/South artery in Malabar and is
paved to Valkaria Road. Municipal water available.
Perfect for a bank, credit union, offices, etc. The
state is taking a substantial portion of this
property for the widening to 4 lanes. Owner
financing available.

$175,000

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965

2
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UF students earn top honors at banquet, show
exemplary scholarship, commitment to community

By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications

GAINESVILLE — Students who

earned honors from the University of

Florida College of Agricultural and Life

Sciences at its April 14 banquet show

exemplary scholarship, leadership and

commitment to the community.

“One of our top priorities for CALS is to

recruit and retain outstanding students,”

UF CALS Dean Elaine Turner said. “Our

annual Scholarship and Leadership

Awards Banquet gives us the opportunity

to showcase the achievements of those

students. The award winners are truly the

best of the best. I’m so proud that they

chose CALS to further their education.”

The college is part of the UF Institute of

Food and Agricultural Sciences. The

students honored at this year’s awards

ceremony represent some of the most

accomplished students in the college:

l Rebecca Gould — dietetics — Balti-

more. Gould received the E.T. York Jr.

Medal of Excellence. York led UF/IFAS

from 1963 to 1973 and later served as

chancellor of Florida’s State University

System. Presented each year to the

outstanding junior, the recipient of this

award exhibits a distinguished academic

record and demonstrates great leadership.

l Clay Hurdle — agricultural education

and communication — communication and

leadership development — Lake Park, Ga.

Hurdle was presented with the CALS

Alumni and Friends Leadership Award.

This award recognizes a student who

exemplifies leadership, scholarship and

citizenship. It goes to an outstanding senior

who has shown leadership in departmental

or college organizations and supports the

agriculture, natural resources and life

science industries.

l Emily Quintero — food science and

human nutrition — nutritional sciences —

Miami. Quintero received the Larry J.

Connor Medal of Excellence. This award

was established in 1999 to honor Connor,

who served as CALS dean from 1991 to

1999. Recipients are outstanding senior

students who have achieved a distin-

guished scholarship record, have demon-

strated a high degree of leadership and

foster diversity within the student body

and society.

l Steven Che — food science and

human nutrition — dietetics — Vancouver,

Canada. Che was presented with the J.

Wayne Reitz Medal of Excellence. This

award, established in 1967, is presented to

the outstanding senior for distinguished

scholarship and leadership. It’s named for

J. Wayne Reitz, UF provost for agriculture

from 1949 to 1955, and UF president from

1955 to 1967.

l Shavone Taylor — animal sciences —

animal biology — Sunrise, Fla. Taylor

received the Emelie L. Matthews Award of

Excellence. The award, established in 2015

to honor a 35–year CALS employee, is

given to the outstanding senior who

entered UF as a transfer student.

l Berthrude Albert — agricultural

education and communication — Cap–

Haitien, Haiti. Albert received the Jack L.

Fry Award for Teaching Excellence by a

Graduate Student. This award is given in

honor of a former CALS assistant dean and

recognizes excellence and effectiveness in

classroom or laboratory teaching in

addition to high academic achievement.

l Estaban Rios — agronomy —

Argentina. Rios received the Jimmy G.

Cheek Graduate Student Medal of

Excellence. This award is presented to a

graduate student who shows achievement

and potential, leadership, community

involvement, commitment and passion

about his or her chosen field of study,

personal sacrifice for his or her education

and effort above and beyond the call of

duty. It is named for a former CALS dean

and senior vice president for agriculture

and natural resources.

Information about past honorees can be

found at http://bit.ly/1SmvWHp.

Special event set for Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne
Barnes & Noble at 1955 W. New Haven Ave. in West Melbourne will host “Our Great

Big Backyard Storytime” event at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 28. This event will help

commemorate the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. This special B&N

Storytime will explore “Our Great Big Backyard,” a “New York Times” No. 1 seller. The

authors are former First Lady Laura Bush and her daughter, Jenna Bush Hager. They

have created a picture–book tribute to America’s national parks. The B&N program will

include activities for youngsters ages 3 to 8. This event is free of charge and open to the

public. For information on “Our Great Big Backyard Storytime,” call B&N at 726–8817.
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auto repairs • preventive maintenance • tire service • power window repair

Auto repair and service scheduled with your life 
and family in mind. Personalized attention you 
can trust. Approved 

Auto Repair

2726 S. Harbor City Blvd. • Melbourne

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

GLENN’S
GETS YOU

attention
COMPREHENSIVE

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

321-723-0751
www.glennstire.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

MORE THAN 60 years  OF EXPERIENCE

Specializing in Residential Real Estate
Across the Space Coast since 1983

Over 39 Million SOLD in 2015

RE/MAX Alternative Realty, Inc.
www.kevinhill.com

Kevin R. Hill - Realtor
321-308-2270

Everything

I touch turns to SOLD!

Turn your Yard Sign into
a SOLD SIGN.

Call me TODAY!

EARN YOUR MA in COUNSELING!  
TERM BEGINS AUGUST 13,  2016 !  

COUNSELING PROGRAM 
POINTS OF DISTINCTION:  

 

Small cohorts star ng August and January. 

Instructors experts in their field. 

Classes face-to-face and online. 

Program prepares students to apply for 
licensure in the State of Florida. 

Personalized a en on and individual 
advising throughout your program. 

Non-profit University with reasonable 
tui on.  Regionally accredited since 1925. 

Melbourne 
1775 W. Hibiscus Blvd. 

(321) 956-6700 

Contact us today for your personal 
advising appointment! 

Merri  Island  
150 N. Sykes Creek Pkwy.  

(321) 449-4500 

O P E N          H O U R S24

ARTHROSCOPY

The most advanced,
 minimally invasive
surgical technique available 
 for the diagnosis and repair 
     of  joints in animals. 

CRITICAL CARE • ADVANCED IMAGING
BOARD-CERTIFIED SPECIALISTS

OPEN 24 HOURS • CALL (321) 725-5365 

2281 W. EAU GALLIE BLVD
MELBOURNE, FL 32935

www.CentralFloridaAnimalER.com
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UCF team designs ‘Yelp’ for research; Knowtro
can quickly search thousands of scientific findings

By Zenaida Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — A team led by Univer-

sity of Central Florida doctoral graduate

Sean McMahon, 2013, and management

professor Shannon Taylor has built an

online platform that lets users quickly

and easily search tens of thousands of

scientific findings for useful and action-

able information.

Think of it like Yelp for research.

But instead of helping users locate the

nearest 4–star taco stand, Knowtro

quickly finds and sorts scientific research

on topics ranging from ethical leadership

and job satisfaction to parenting,

nutrition and other topics.

Short for Knowledge Transfer

Optimization and with a nod to UCF

mascot Knightro, Knowtro seeks to

“make the knowledge produced by

intelligent, hard–working researchers

useful for everyone.” In addition to

McMahon and Taylor, the Knowtro team

includes fellow Knight alumni David

Miller, MBA, 2010, and Mat Frenz,

Leisure & Hospitality, 2006.

Knowtro is the vision of McMahon, an

entrepreneur who came to UCF in 2008

as a doctoral student. He said he was

simply looking for a better way to do

research.

When his advisor, UCF chaired

professor of ethics Marshall Schminke,

asked him to create a table to review the

outcomes of several studies, McMahon

realized–after numerous attempts,

tweaks and revisions– that all research,

regardless of field, followed the same

basic process and could be boiled down to

the same core elements.

“That’s where the ‘Eureka!’ moment

happened,” said the Knowtro founder

who now is assistant professor of

entrepreneurship in the Love School of

Business at Elon University in North

Carolina.

“I recall clearly the day Sean first

showed me the model he had in mind,”

Schminke said. “In 30 seconds, he

changed the way I thought about what a

search could look like. It was clear he

was onto an idea that could be huge.

What was less clear was how such a

thing could actually happen. But Sean’s

an entrepreneur, and that’s what

entrepreneurs do.”

For example, a dozen studies on the

relationship between job satisfaction and

work performance — representing

hundreds of pages of research and results

— could be summarized into a simple,

easy–to–read recap akin to a Yelp or

Amazon review that allowed the user to

quickly understand the findings and spot

trends.

Rather than sift through dozens of

questionable blogs, random top 10 lists

and conflicting news accounts about the

studies, McMahon and his team have

found a way to provide direct access to

core information based on rigorous

scientific research.

Taylor, who is an assistant professor

of management at UCF’s College of

Business, said researchers tend to focus

on a particular study in a particular field

but may never know the full body of

research spanning across years, methods

and disciplines. He said Knowtro’s goal is

to “cover it all.”

Knowtro grew slowly but steadily out

of that initial premise. McMahon said it

was a labor of love working weekends for

six years to achieve his vision. In those

six years, he earned his Ph.D., joined the

faculty at Elon University and became a

dad. But his quest to see Knowtro

become a reality never wavered.

With the platform built and adding

research findings daily, McMahon said

the heaviest lifting for the team now is

compiling the vast amount of research in

any given field into the Knowtro

database. That means distilling down

each study into a succinct, consistent

format–no small task when they realized

that certain symbols do not mean the

same thing to all disciplines.

“It’s exhilarating and frustrating,”

said Taylor of the process, noting that he

has a newfound respect for software

developers after undertaking this

ambitious project.

The newly launched Knowtro is free

to use and open to everyone. They expect

to unveil the next phase, subscription–

based Knowtro Professional, soon for

researchers, educators and journalists

who wish to save notes and findings on

specific projects, conduct analyses and

more.

Now the team is working to get the

word out to researchers everywhere that

Knowtro can make their own research

process faster and more effective.

To learn more about their venture,

visit www.Knowtro.com.
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Please see Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier, page 15

Hospitality industry veteran John Flaherty named executive chef at Westgate Cocoa
Beach Pier — love for seafood, avid fisherman; brings wide experience to position
By Ken Datzman

COCOA BEACH — John Flaherty

has worked in the hospitality field for

four decades, compiling a resume

highlighted with a wide range of

leadership experiences that define a

career full of accomplishments and

sprinkled with industry awards.

But Flaherty is quick to point out

that in his industry teamwork is more

effective than individual work. He said

he long ago embraced such thinking. He

is now on the job as the new executive

chief at the Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier.

“With the support of corporate and

with the support of the team, we have a

great opportunity to make the Pier the

best seafood restaurant in Brevard

County,” said Flaherty, who was

recently appointed to his position.

“But this isn’t all about me. I don’t

‘make the team. The team makes me.’ If

the team is having a great day, I’m

having a great day. And we have an

outstanding team. A lot of them went to

culinary schools. Besides my family, the

team members here are some of the

most important people in my life.”

Flaherty oversees four kitchens and

five beverage outlets at the Westgate

Cocoa Beach Pier, including operations

at Pelican’s Bar & Grill, Rikki Tiki

Tavern, Keith’s Oyster Bar, The

Boardwalk Bar, and Sea Dogs. These

various businesses and venues employ

some 150 people and help drive the

county’s economy.

“We want the community to know

that Westgate is doing everything it can

to support local businesses, local

fisheries, and I’m all about that,” said

Flaherty, who was an elected board

member of the American Culinary

Federation and served in that capacity

for eight years. His honors include

having received that organization’s

“President’s Award.”

Flaherty says he “buys local fish and

produce for our culinary operations —

ocean–to–table and farm–to–table. I

deal a lot with MB Seafood Co. Inc. of

Merritt Island and Wild Ocean of

Titusville. Those are really good

businesses.” Pelican’s Bar & Grill serves

Florida shrimp and purchases local

alligator, too.

He said the restaurant’s salmon

“comes from up north, as do our lobster

tails. It’s better quality because of the

cold water and the fat content. But, in

general, Westgate is putting money back

into the businesses in the local area, and

that’s important.”

According to the National Restaurant

Association’s “Top Food Trends” for

2016, locally sourced seafood and locally

grown produce are one and three,

respectively, on the list of its 20 themes.

The association surveyed nearly

1,600 professional chefs — members of

the American Culinary Federation — to

find which foods, beverages, and

culinary ideas will be “hot” on restau-

rant menus in 2016. “I try to stay on top

of the trends in our industry,” said

Flaherty.

He said the Westgate Cocoa Beach

Pier attracts people from all over the

world, much like Florida does. “People

from other countries tend to eat smaller

portions. They will eat three courses, but

smaller servings. In America, everything

is big, big, big, or at least it seems that

way. Eat in moderation is the best

advice.”

John Flaherty is executive chef at the Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier. He oversees four kitchens and five beverage outlets, including Pelican’s Bar & Grill,
which serves a variety of fresh seafood locally sourced. The iconic 800–foot–long Pier is a Brevard landmark. For eight years, Flaherty served on the
American Culinary Federation’s Board of Directors, an elected position. Restaurants formerly under Flaherty’s leadership have been the recipients of
various honors, including ‘Wine Enthusiast’ magazine’s ‘Award of Ultimate Distinction.’

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard, page 17

By Ken Datzman

Animal medicine is steadily following in the footsteps of

human medicine, thanks to technological advances in tools

that give veterinarians new capabilities in their field to

perform minimally invasive surgery, be it for treating joint

diseases, canine gallbladder removal, or removing foreign

bodies, such as pet toys, that have been swallowed by dogs.

The endoscope — a flexible tube with a light and

camera attached to it that is used to look inside the body

— is one example of a high–tech tool that has helped

transform animal medicine for practitioners. This

instrument has greatly improved visualization and

precision. Endoscopic surgery uses scopes going through

small incisions or natural body openings in order to

diagnose and treat disease.

Leading veterinarian practices are using the best

technology for minimally invasive procedures, which has

led to better treatments and outcomes for dogs and cats.

Research shows that most dogs will need one or more

surgical procedures at some point in their lives, including

for such simple operations as spaying or neutering,. And

minimally invasive surgery, also known as “keyhole”

surgery, is helping to redefine veterinary medicine.

The keyhole techniques help speed post–operative

healing and recovery time and is less painful for animals,

as opposed to the conventional open–abdominal surgery

method.

“I think a lot of people know about minimally invasive

human medicine,” said Dr. Scott Goett, a Diplomate of the

American College of Veterinary Surgery who practices at

the Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of

Brevard in Melbourne. The facility provides 24–hour

emergency care as well as full veterinary services.

“People have their gallbladder removed

laparoscopically and they undergo arthroscopic knee

surgery, for example. These procedures are also performed

on animals today. I believe that more and more pet owners

are concerned about their animal’s comfort and how much

pain they have to go through for open surgery versus

minimally invasive surgery. We’re hoping to educate more

pet owners, informing them that this option is available,”

Dr. Goett added.

Minimally invasive surgeries have been performed on

people for at least three decades. And they are now

becoming more common in veterinary operating rooms.

Dr. Goett said he also has been talking to the general

practitioner veterinary community, informing his col-

leagues of the advantages of minimally invasive surgery.

He says some animals are better candidates for minimally

invasive surgery than others. The size, health condition,

and type of surgery a pet is having will determine which

option is best.

Veterinary procedures that are commonly performed

using endoscopic equipment and techniques include lung

biopsies, bladder stone removal, gallbladder resections,

and gastropexy surgery for “bloat” prevention.

Technology leads the way for DVMs to perform minimally invasive surgeries;
Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center works to educate public on benefits

One the most common types of minimally invasive

surgeries performed on animals is spaying. “A laparoscopic

spay can be performed through two little holes,” said

Dr. Goett.

Another common procedure is “gastropexy,” he said.

Gastropexy is performed generally on large–breed dogs to

prevent “gastric dilatation volvulus,” which is commonly

known as “torsion bloat.” It’s a life–threatening condition

in which the “stomach flips over and expands,” trapping

air and gases in the stomach.

Laparoscopy allows visualization of the dog’s stomach,

which can then be “exteriorized through a 4–centimeter

paracostal incision for the gastropexy.” Laparoscopic

surgery is performed inside the abdomen with thin scopes

and instruments inserted through tiny holes. There is also

thoracoscopic surgery. Both of these types of surgery fall

under minimally invasive surgery.

Like most health–care fields, the veterinary profession

has become a multi–tiered area of practice. Veterinarians

may specialize in various disciplines, including surgery,

internal medicine, radiology, anesthesiology, ophthalmol-

ogy, dermatology, cardiology, and oncology.

Dr. Elizabeth Lechner practices internal medicine at the Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard in Melbourne. Colleague
Dr. Scott Goett is a surgeon there. Minimally invasive surgery, which has been performed on humans for at least three decades, is now being
used at leading veterinary practices. The advantages include faster recovery time and quicker healing because of the smaller incisions. Studies
have shown that dogs have less post–operative pain following minimally invasive surgery when compared to traditional surgery.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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MIAMI — Crowley Maritime Corp.’s Jay Brickman,

vice president of government and Cuba services, was

honored with induction into the Hall of Fame of the

Florida Customs Brokers & Forwarders Association, in

recognition of his strong contributions to international

trade, commerce and logistics.

Brickman, who received his award at a recent FCBFA

dinner, began his career with Crowley more than 40 years

ago and has served in various capacities, including vice

president, Caribbean Division; vice president, marketing/

pricing; vice president, Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela

services; and general manager of Dominican Republic,

Haiti and Cuba services.

“I am honored and thankful for the Florida Customs

Brokers & Forwarders Association’s recognition,” said

Brickman. “Trade and logistics plays a crucial role in

providing investment, jobs and partnership between

Florida and the Caribbean. Our industry delivers the

commodities that people in the U.S. and Latin America

depend upon every day, and I am proud of the dependable,

efficient services delivered by Crowley and the rest of our

industry to support businesses and consumers. Trade here

has been a passion, and it is gratifying to receive induction

into the Hall of Fame.”

During his tenure with Crowley, Brickman has helped

spearhead the company’s role as one of the most diversified

shipping and logistics companies in the Caribbean and

Latin America, and his expertise has made him a resource

for others supporting and studying trade. Brickman has

co–written a book, “Cuba: It Matters,” and he frequently

speaks at conferences involving Cuba because of his

experience. Currently based in Fort Lauderdale,

Brickman’s experience leading shipping and logistics

initiatives includes working in Managua, Nicaragua;

Panama City, Panama; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Caracas,

Venezuela and Mexico.

In addition, Brickman is Crowley’s contracting officer

for U.S. Transportation Command for the Department of

Defense, and a member of the Voluntary Intermodal

Sealift Agreement Executive Working Group. He worked

with U.S.TRANSCOM to formulate and implement the

private sector’s initial unified response plan to the 2010

Haiti earthquake and with the Defense Logistics Agency

on the Northeast recovery after Hurricane Sandy in 2012.

He is a recipient of the Thomas Crowley Award for

Outstanding Achievement, Crowley’s most prestigious

award.

Brickman has been a member of the Latin American

Trade Committee of the U.S. Department of Commerce. At

the University of Florida, he has worked with the Center of

Latin American Studies and is a Millennium participant

for the Cuban program. He is a founding member of the

Cuban Studies Fund and serves on the Cuban Studies

Program Advisory Group of the David Rockefeller Center

at Harvard University.

Studying Latin American affairs and international

economics at both the undergraduate and graduate levels,

Brickman received his bachelor’s degree from the Univer-

sity of Florida and his master’s degree from the School of

Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins

University. He also studied Spanish and Iberian studies at

the Universidad de las Americas in Mexico.

In 2009, FCBFA the started its Hall of Fame to honor

those individuals who have demonstrated exceptional

dedication and commitment to the growth and develop-

ment of Florida’s trade, commerce and logistics industry.

Jacksonville–based Crowley Holdings Inc., a holding

company of the 124–year–old Crowley Maritime Corpora-

tion, is a privately held family and employee–owned

company.

Crowley Maritime Corp’s Jay Brickman inducted into the FCBFA Hall of Fame; veteran trade, logistics expert

Kiser Realty & Investments recognizes Realtors at banquet
Local real–estate firm Kiser Realty & Investments recently hosted its 10th annual Awards Banquet honoring its

Realtors. Kiser Realty has been serving Brevard County and the surrounding area for more than 10 years. The banquet

was a “huge success.” More than 10 Realtors were honored with multiple prestigious awards. Top awards were presented

to a number of Realtors, including Jean Kelly, Tamara Haywood, Donna Sprague, Robin Ritchie and Mary DaSilva. Last

year the company saw good growth, reflecting the “strength” of the housing market and the “outstanding performance” of

its team.” The full–service agency has offices in Merritt Island and Titusville, and serves both residential and commercial

clients. For more information on the company, call 264–6634 or visit YourKiserRealty.com.
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Cocoa Village benches to receive artsy makeover
as part of community project; in need of sponsors

Cocoa Village ArtWorks has collected applications from local artists who will paint

roughly nine benches surrounding the Taylor Park playground area in Cocoa Village. The

benches will be painted between May 14 and May 28 of this year, with an unveiling

ceremony scheduled for May 30. More details on the ceremony will be announced later.

Cocoa Village Artworks is a group–collaborative that was formed out of a community–

engagement workshop held by the City of Cocoa’s Office of Economic Development on

Jan. 8, 2016. Author Peter Kageyama, who is best known for his books “For the Love of

Cities” and “Love Where You Live,” was the guest speaker and workshop moderator.

He challenged the group of more than 40 local stakeholders to come up with a commu-

nity project to be voted on by the group and which would receive a $500 grant to kick–start

the chosen project. Project pitches included ideas such as a community cornhole tourna-

ment, Hometown Hero pole banners, and more doggie stations in the village.

Two projects were chosen to receive the grant for a total of $500 each which included a

community garden for Endeavour Elementary and the bench–art project.

Once the bench–art project idea was voted to receive the grant, a group of community

stakeholders was formed to spearhead the project and Cocoa Village ArtWorks was

formed. The group began meeting to form a framework for the project which then devel-

oped into an idea for a centralized “umbrella” of art installation in the Cocoa Village area.

The project and framework is being developed and sponsored by local nonprofit Cocoa

Main Street, which is part of the Florida Main Street program. The Main Street approach

is a “common–sense, strategy–driven framework that guides community–based revitaliza-

tion efforts.”

A number of phased projects are planned for the Cocoa Village ArtWorks movement,

including more benches throughout the Village and other mural type art projects. This

bench project is the first phase of the program. Artists submitted applications through the

end of April and the committee chose artists for the project. Each artist will be given a gift

card to purchase supplies in the amount of $75 and the benches will be painted beginning

May 14.

Cocoa Village ArtWorks is looking for sponsors for this community–improvement

project. If you are interested in having your business spotlighted on the bench along

with the artist who created the design, contact Cocoa Main Street at 633–0806 or visit

tinyurl.com/hypqsm6 for more information. Sponsors also receive recognition on the Cocoa

Village ArtWorks website, in program communications, on social media and on the final

map or brochure that will be produced to identify the bench locations in the Village.

For more information on this program, contact Samantha Senger, public relations

specialist, at 433–8685 or SSenger@CocoaFL.org.

Cocoa Beach Chamber’s Nonprofit Taskforce
creates new ‘Wish–List’ feature for community

MERRITT ISLAND — The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce has an-

nounced the launch of its new “Wish–List” feature at www.CocoaBeachChamber.com/

Wish–List. This feature allows both nonprofit and for–profit organizations to post their

“needs” and “excesses” on the page. If your organization has a need, go to the site and

describe it. If your organization has an excess of items or resources available, post them to

let the community know.

The Chamber’s Nonprofit Task Force Committee conceptualized the idea of the Wish

List over the past two years. The NPTF promotes, supports and enhances the nonprofit

community of Brevard County by providing mutually beneficial collaborative opportuni-

ties between nonprofit and for–profit organizations. The committee assists nonprofit

partners in fulfilling their own missions by building community awareness, providing

education and training, and sharing resources and technical assistance.

“This new feature is an added value for our nearly 150 nonprofit partners,” said

Jennifer Sugarman, president and chief executive officer of the Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber. “Our NPTF works tirelessly to ensure needs are met and promotion is received,

and each day our goal is to bridge the gap not only among our nonprofits, but also among

our profit partners. This Wish List is a strong component of that relationship.”

For more information on the Nonprofit Task Force, call 459–2200 or visit

www.CocoaBeachChamber.com.
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Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier
Continued from page 10

Flaherty, a six–year U.S. Air Force veteran, rolled

out several plates for some visitors to sample.

One was the Jumbo Coconut Shrimp served with

spicy mango habanero sauce. The plump shrimp dipped

in the sauce was definitely a winner, just like the

delicious Crab Cake and the tasty Southern Fried

Gator. “I created a new version of the Coconut Shrimp

and I also changed the Crab Cake recipe, putting a little

Cajun twist to it. I spent four years working in New

Orleans,” where he trained chefs and general managers

for a company that operated 45 restaurants.

Pelican’s Bar & Grill menu includes such seafood

selections as Blackened Fish Tacos, Old Bay Spiced

Steamed Blue Crabs, and Clam Oreganata. There are

fresh salads and a range of sandwiches, like the Salmon

BLT, the Lobster Roll, and the Garlic Burger.

“There are a lot of options on the menu and every-

thing we serve is fresh,” he said.

Restaurants formerly under Flaherty’s leadership

have been the recipients of many honors, including

“Florida Trend” magazine’s “Golden Spoon Award” and

“Wine Enthusiast” magazine’s “Award of Ultimate

Distinction.”

The Cocoa Beach Pier, a landmark, was purchased

two years ago by businessmen David Siegel and Jim

Gissy. Siegel is president and chief executive officer of

Orlando–based Westgate Resorts and Gissy is executive

vice president of sales and marketing.

Members of the Siegel family have lived in Brevard

County since the early 1970s.

The pier was built in 1962 by Richard Stottler Jr. of

Cocoa Beach and was originally known as Canaveral

Pier. Stottler died in 2010. The two business partners

bought it from the Stottler family and invested in

renovations.

Westgate Resorts, which bills itself as the “world’s

largest” privately owned time–share company, operates

as a subsidiary of Central Florida Investments Inc. The

company employs 10,000 people.

Westgate Resorts also operates the Westgate Resorts

Foundation, which was started in 2001 and gives more

than $2 million annually to charities in communities

where its employees live and work. Emphasis is placed

on the employees, children, women, families, seniors,

military veterans, and other local programs that

improve the quality of life in the various communities.

A Winter Park resident, Flaherty joined Westgate

about four months ago, having worked in the hospitality

industry in Central Florida since 1985.

“This is great. Look where I get to come to work

every day,” said Flaherty, who was sitting in the dining

area of Pelican’s Bar & Grill which overlooks the

Atlantic Ocean and the iconic 800–foot–long pier.

Originally from New Jersey, Flaherty has more than

20 years experience as an executive chef working for

establishments, including the Rainforest Café in

Sawgrass and Ybor City’s historic Columbia Restaurant

in Tampa.

He spent 15 years in the northeast working for two

different restaurants that specialized in seafood, steaks,

and Italian cuisine.

“I grew up in southern New Jersey, on the water.

Orlando was the first inland city I ever lived in. I’ve

made Florida my home. I have a sister who lives in the

Sunshine State. We love Florida,” he said.

Flaherty was a chef at the Orlando Arena, the

Country Club of Orlando, and the Orlando Convention

Center.

Best of all, Flaherty knows the seafood industry. He’s

always been a fisherman. Flaherty spent two years as

the captain of a tuna–fishing boat based out of Fort

Pierce. “I have been able to gain a lot of valuable

experiences over the years working in different jobs.”

Before joining Westgate, he served as executive chef

for various oil–industry camps and lodges across the

South, including one in Louisiana. At one particular

site, he was responsible for preparing food to feed up to

600 workers a day.

“I’ve learned a lot and met a lot of very interesting

people,” he said. “My grandfather was in the oil–drilling

business. My father is from Texas.”

Flaherty says being the executive chef at the

Westgate Cocoa Beach Pier is the perfect position for

him at this time in his career. “I greatly enjoy working

here. It’s not like I am coming to work every day. The

ocean views are just incredible and I am surrounded by

talented people.”
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Estate Planning & Elder Law Center of Brevard
welcomes attorney Tracy Glover to its practice

Attorney Robin Petersen, owner and managing partner

of the Estate Planning & Elder Law Center of Brevard in

Indialantic, recently announced that Tracy Glover has

joined the firm as an associate attorney.

Glover provides council in the areas if estate planning,

probate and trust administration, and guardianship. She is

a retired lieutenant colonel, U.S. Army Judge Advocate

General’s Corp. Glover served 21 years in the military,

initially as a member of the military police. Then, after

acceptance into the prestigious Funded Legal Education

Program and graduating with her law degree from The

Ohio State University, as a Judge Advocate General’s

attorney.

While serving in that capacity, she went on to obtain

her master’s in law in military law from the U.S. Army

Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School.

In addition to practicing law, Glover is a certified

personal trainer, mother of three, and is active in her

community. She is a member of the American Bar

Association, Florida Bar Association, Ohio Bar Association,

Brevard County Bar Association, and Military Officer

Association of America.

Petersen is board certified by the National Elder Law

Foundation as an elder law attorney. The Estate Planning

& Elder Law Center of Brevard counsels and assists

individuals and families in wide range of areas. For more

information on the firm, call 729–0087 or visit

www.ElderLawCenterBrevard.com.

Brevard Fire Rescue Chief presented
with ‘station flag’ at meeting at Barry

Christina Davis represented Barry University which

hosted the Brevard County Fire Rescue’s annual meeting

April 25–26. Davis is the director of recruitment and state

partnerships for Barry University in Florida.

At the meeting, Brevard County Fire Rescue Chief

Mark Schollmeyer, an alumnus of Barry University, was

presented with a “station flag” on behalf of Barry

University’s School of Professional and Career Education.

The school chose to donate the flag.

Barry University offers continuing career education to

those working in public safety. Davis said the programs

are offered to students at a “reasonable cost” and feature a

tuition discount. “The cost reduction for public–safety

employees and their spouses has been highly effective,” she

said. “The adult–centered bachelor’s and master’s degree

coupled with a focus on the student and their needs have

created a buzz on the Melbourne campus of Barry Univer-

sity.”

Davis added that Barry University’s partnership with

such organizations as Brevard County Fire Rescue and

other public–safety entities “fits perfectly with our mission

statement of giving back to the community.”

Based in Miami, Barry University is a private Catholic

institution with 14 campuses throughout the state. In

Brevard, the school has campuses in Melbourne and Cape

Canaveral.

To inquire about academic opportunities or teaching

opportunities with Barry University in Brevard, send an

e–mail message to Davis at CSDavis@Barry.edu.
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Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard
Continued from page 11

“The practice of veterinary medicine has made big

strides over the years, becoming much more specialized,”

said Dr. Elizabeth Lechner, an internist at the Animal

Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard. “As an

internist, I see a lot of dogs that have disorders of the liver

and gallbladder and other conditions. I work closely with

our team.”

She added, “After consulting with the pet owner, I

might recommend their dog for a liver biopsy or to undergo

laparoscopic surgery as a result of a particular diagnosis,

and refer the case to Dr. Goett. We have a full team of

experts at this practice and we have the technology and

tools on site to do these procedures.”

A Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary

Internal Medicine, Dr. Lechner joined the practice about

four months ago. She practiced in West Palm Beach for

more than five years before relocating to Brevard.

Dr. Lechner is one of 52 internists in Florida and is

believed to be the only board–certified veterinary internist

in Melbourne. Internists like Dr. Lechner serve as a

resource for general practice veterinarians by providing

consultation on difficult or unusual cases. With their

advanced training, these specialists offer expertise that

ensures the best possible outcome for the pet and the

owner.

In order to become board certified following veterinary

school, Dr. Lechner spent four years as a resident in the

Small Animal Internal Medicine Program at the Univer-

sity of Florida.

Her clinical research has been published in “The

Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association”

and “The Journal of Veterinary Emergency and Critical

Care.” She’s made presentations at the annual American

College of Veterinary Internal Medicine Conference, and

was featured at The Society of Critical Care Medicine’s

36th Congress.

Dr. Lechner says dogs and cats often swallow “foreign

bodies” and that minimally invasive surgery is one way in

which to retrieve the things they swallow. When pets

consume items that will not readily pass through their

gastrointestinal tract, they must be removed.

These items may be strings, a pet’s or child’s toy,

leashes, clothing, sticks, or other things including human

food products such as bones. Some ingested items, such as

older pennies or lead material, can cause systemic

toxicities while others may cause “regional damage” to the

intestinal tract itself because of compression or obstruc-

tion.

“If a dog swallows a play toy and it’s stuck in their

stomach, we can use the scope to retrieve it. We can go in

through their mouth, their stomach, their intestines, and

the hind end sometimes. We put the dog under general

anesthesia. The dog can go home the same day and there

is minimal risk of problems associated with the procedure

itself,” said Dr. Lechner.

Today, many animal procedures can be performed

laparoscopically, as is the case with humans. This involves

only a small cut and the insertion of a tiny camera, which

is used to visualize and magnify the area being treated.

Studies have shown that dogs have less post–operative

pain following minimally invasive surgery when compared

to transitional surgery.

And the use of arthroscopy in small animals has

become much more common, allowing for significant

improvements in the diagnosis and treatment of many

orthopedic conditions, said Dr. Goett.

Arthroscopy is minimally invasive — causing less

morbidity and leading to accelerated recoveries compared

to open anthrotomy techniques. Some of the surgeries that

can be treated arthroscopically include shoulder and

elbow, as well as ACL.

A torn anterior cruciate ligament, or ACL, is one of the

most common knee injuries. Roughly 200,000 Americans

experience a torn ACL each year, according to the

American Academy of Orthropaedic Surgeons, and more

than half undergo surgical repair.

Just like in humans, the ACL in dogs is a large

ligament that spans the knee joint at the back of the leg.

“ACL injuries are common in dogs,” said Dr. Goett,

especially in Labrador Retrievers, which are very active

dogs.

“Many different types of animal surgery can be

performed in a minimally invasively way. There are clear

advantages. These include smaller incisions, less healing

time, and less activity restrictions for the pet. Overall, this

type of surgery helps improve the quality of life for the

pet,” said Dr. Goett.
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Melbourne Central Catholic High School
Continued from page 1

improved traffic patterns and security throughout the

campus.

The Donovan Family Commons is underwritten by

John and Tiffany Donovan and family. The Donovans are

currently MCC parents and have two children who

graduated from MCC, a college–preparatory school.

The Donovan Family Commons will consolidate all

administrative and student services under one roof, as

well as serve as the central check–in point for campus

visitors. Not only does this provide convenient access for

students and parents, but it also enhances campus safety

by serving as a sole point of access.

The construction of the Donovan Family Commons

frees up space in the heart of the campus which can be

used for academic services. The Donovan Family

Commons will be located “on the footprint” of the existing

administrative building that will be replaced by the new

structure.

The Erdman Automotive Athletic Field House will be

built on the west side of the stadium bleachers. It is

underwritten by businessowners Mike and Freddie

Erdman, who are the parents of five MCC graduates, and

two students who are currently attending the school.

The new field house will provide an area for all

outdoor teams. The facility will include locker rooms,

storage areas, and meeting space. It will provide conve-

nient access for baseball, soccer, football, track and field,

lacrosse, and cross–country teams. An additional benefit

of the field house is that it will “reduce the wear and tear

on the gymnasium.”

The Build–to–Serve leadership team is led by co–

chairs Dr. Michael and Donna McLaughlin and Mike and

Freddie Erdman. “Both couples have worked tirelessly

behind the scenes to ensure that the campus master plan

is more than just a dream,” said Burke.

The honorary chairpeople of the committee are the

Rev. Peter Dolan, Ed and Barbara Fleis, and Robert and

Marcia Sullivan. The two families, Fleis and Sullivan,

are parents of MCC graduates. The Rev. Dolan is one of

the MCC founders and the school’s first principal and

president.

“The Build–to–Serve leadership group represents the

full 50–plus years of MCC’s history,” said Burke. “Their

participation represents the pride, commitment, and

dedication to the future of MCC that is reflected in our

founders, alumni, and past parents.”

Both buildings will be completed in the 2016–2017

school year, he said. The time–line for the additional

phases of the project will be announced soon.

Since being named president of MCC in July 2010,

Burke has turned the half–century–old institution into a

national leader in its field. He’s reshaped MCC, much

like he did other schools he’s led and successfully turned

around in his career.

When Burke took charge of MCC, he inherited a “very

large” operating budget deficit along with low enrollment,

said Henry Fortier, superintendent of the Orlando

Diocese. “The school was in a precarious situation.”

Burke has worked to bring enrollment up to a record

545 students. “Each year, he has submitted a balanced

operating budget,” said Fortier. “Mr. Burke is a visible

an Honor Diploma at no additional cost to the student.

l Strengthening the school’s Catholic identity and

faith formation by implementing a Franciscan charism;

partnering with the Catholic Heart WorkCamp for

mission trips to St. Lucia, St. Croix and Jamaica; and

hosting an annual “Service Day” in the community for all

MCC students, staff, and faculty.

To uplift MCC over the last five years, Burke began

with the undertaking of a five–year strategic plan.

During his first year at MCC, the board and Burke

completed a “Strategic Vision” for the school.

“Just the adoption of a five–year plan made a huge

difference,” he said. “However, the completion of the plan

over the last five years has pushed us to new heights. Out

of the plan came the Campus Master Plan, which has

been a great collaborative effort that led us into our

Capital Campaign.”

The strategic plan helped MCC reach new levels of

performance across the entire organization.

MCC improved its college–readiness scores to the

highest level in the Diocese. The school increased its

enrollment from 325 students to a “soft cap” of 550

students, and reduced its average class size to 17

students. MCC’s AdvancedED accreditation report stated

that the school “has a dynamic and thriving learning

environment.”

“With the success MCC has seen in enrollment,

Mr. Burke has become a sought–after speaker and

presenter and content expert on the topic of enrollment

growth,” said Tracy Steele, MCC’s communications

director, and a graduate of the school.

He’s written a series of four articles on the topic of

“enrollment” for “Momentum,” a quarterly magazine

published by the NCEA. Burke’s first article, titled

“Building Relationships: A Systematic Approach to

Sustainable Enrollment,” appeared in the Summer 2015

issue of “Momentum.” One of his articles addressed

creating a global educational environment and what the

benefits are to both the international students and the

domestic students.

Under his guidance, MCC developed an exchange

program with Aquinas Grammar School in Belfast,

Northern Ireland, where “we visit them in September

and they visit us in February.”

He said this cultural–exchange program with another

Catholic school “shows firsthand the universality of the

Catholic faith. Living with Catholic host families shows

the practice of our faith across the globe.”

Michael Coury, the president of Father Lopez Catholic

High School in Daytona Beach, said Burke is a “wonder-

ful role model for others, especially for the impression-

able young students in his high school. He is the perfect

example of a Catholic school leader.”

leader and true gift to the Diocese. He has transformed

MCC in many ways. He is a humble man who works

diligently to afford the best Catholic education possible to

all students.”

His leadership “has directly led to the increase in

academic scores,” said Candee Terry, MCC’s principle.

“His priority has been to decrease class size while

increasing course offerings. This focus has led to an

increase in rigor and college–readiness. MCC consis-

tently boasts 100 percent college acceptance and leads

the area in scholarship dollars earned by graduating

seniors.”

Burke was recently selected as one of only two

Catholic school presidents in America to be recognized

with top honors from the National Catholic Educational

Association. There are more than 1,200 Catholic schools

in the nation. “It’s a huge honor, considering all the

Catholic schools in Florida and round the nation,” said

Burke, a product of Catholic schools, from elementary

through graduate school. “I have worked in Catholic

education for 30 years. You don’t do it for recognition, but

it’s nice when you and your school are recognized by your

peers.”

He was honored during NCEA’s 2016 Convention &

Expo March 29–31 in San Diego, Calif., the largest

annual private education association gathering in the

country.

Overall, the NCEA singled out 32 people, including

teachers, principals, pastors, presidents, superintendents,

and boards of education. The awards are presented to

those who have “produced results and have demon-

strated a strong Catholic education philosophy.” The

MCC staff nominated Burke for the award.

“Michael is a consummate leader who is revered by

his staff, administration, and faculty,” said Alan Pater-

noster, an MCC parent and former MCC school board

member. “He’s a leader who has taken a floundering high

school to heights never imagined. Michael has guided

MCC to successes not seen here in quite a long time. I am

talking not only academic and athletic success, but also a

spiritual awakening on campus that I can now see

glaringly through my freshman son’s eyes.”

Some of Burke’s noted accomplishments cited in his

nomination include:

l Increasing enrollment at MCC by more than

55 percent during his tenure as school president.

l Implementing a multifaceted global–studies

program which includes international students on

campus (representing 20 countries), international

student–travel opportunities, a partner school exchange

program in Ireland, and mission trips.

l Partnering with Florida Tech, allowing MCC

students the opportunity to take college courses and earn

Burke was recently selected as one of only two Catholic school presidents in America

to be recognized with top honors from the National Catholic Educational Association.

There are more than 1,200 Catholic schools in the nation.




