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By Ken Datzman

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — Long ago while living

in Hawaii, Albert and Cynthia Thomas decided to enroll

their two young children in a Montessori school. That

decision not only brought them closer to the philosophy

and learning concepts of Montessori education, but it also

put them on the path to building a highly successful

business in Florida and Georgia.

Cynthia Thomas led the effort more than 30 years ago

and is seen as a pioneer in Montessori education in this

region. She once owned 14 Montessori schools, including

three in Tallahassee and one in Georgia. Cynthia Thomas

still owns Seminole Montessori in Tallahassee, in addition

to a portfolio of such schools in Brevard County that are

attended by more than 350 students.

“We are very proud of what we have built over the last

33 years,” said businesswoman Cynthia Thomas, head of

schools for The Montessori Group, which has its flagship

campus on Banana River Drive.

“Our former students are out in the world doing great

things. We have terrific teachers and staff at all of our

schools. They are dedicated to the Montessori Method. The

average staff tenure is close to 20 years. We are very

fortunate in that regard, and it’s how we’ve been able to

build a really strong group of schools.”

Her schools’ programs emphasize science, mathematics,

language, and research. The classrooms have unique

Montessori learning materials, meticulously arranged. The

materials are displayed on accessible shelves, fostering

independence as students go about their work. Montessori

education is a hands–on approach to learning.

The materials provide “passages to abstraction,” and

introduce concepts that become increasingly complex. Each

material teaches a single skill or a single concept, one at a

time. “Three–dimensional grammar” symbols, for instance,

help elementary students analyze sentence structure and

style.

There are small tables and seats for the children in the

classrooms. “But we allow the children to move about in

the classroom all day,” she said. Beginning at an early age,

Montessori students develop “order, coordination, concen-

tration, and independence.”

In early childhood, Montessori students learn through
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into a thriving enterprise
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Educator and businesswoman Cynthia Thomas is head of schools for The Montessori Group, which has campuses in Indian Harbour
Beach, Suntree, and Rockledge. She also owns the preschool Country Day for Children in West Melbourne. Thomas started one of
the first charter schools in the region, Educational Horizons Charter School. She once owned 14 Montessori schools in Florida and
Georgia. Thomas earned her master’s degree in education, with a Montessori specialization, from Chaminade University in Hawaii.
She is at The Montessori Group’s flagship campus in Indian Harbour Beach.
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By Zenaida Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — A scientific answer to a challenge such

as water pollution is only part of a long–term solution. For

example, science may provide a way to clean water, but

keeping it clean usually relies on identifying underlying

causes and making a long–term impact on human

behavior.

A team of UCF scientists representing the areas of

biology, geography, engineering, sociology and education

recently landed a $1.6 million National Science Founda-

tion grant to figure out what makes natural systems and

human interaction projects a success. They will be looking

at 20 years of restoration efforts in the Indian River

Lagoon in Volusia County to see if it’s made an impact

beyond cleaning the waterway.

Biology professor Linda Walters, who has been working

in the lagoon for two decades, is leading the team.

“Together we are going to be able to answer questions

about long–term impact that will directly affect the Indian

River Lagoon and will be transferable to many types of

restoration projects around the country,” Walters said.

The team will use natural and social science metrics to

look at that science and human interaction, while also

taking into account community input in its analysis.

The three–year grant will take advantage of the

extensive monitoring data for more than 80 oyster reef and

living shoreline restoration projects on the lagoon that

Walters has developed over a decade and which involved

more than 51,000 volunteers. A comprehensive assess-

ment of stakeholder perceptions, attitudes and sense of

place within the natural system using participatory GIS

and focus groups will be part of the study to determine the

success of restoration efforts beyond the traditional success

metrics.

For example, oysters are cleaning parts of the lagoon

and have re–established colonies in several areas where

they were previously lost. But what kind of long–term

impact are those oysters having on erosion patterns,

recreational fisheries and tourism in terms of helping keep

wading birds in the area?

Another key question is what kind of impact do

volunteer efforts during restoration projects have on local

communities and decision makers, such as local govern-

ment bodies? Do volunteers engage more in the decision–

making process after working on a restoration project?

That’s where geography expert Timothy Hawthorne

and sociologist Fernando Rivera come in. They will each

tackle a different aspect of this question.

“We’re mapping sense of place from the public’s point of

view,” Hawthorne said. “From my piece with Citizen

Science (regular people gathering science data) and GIS,

this project is important because it allows for residents,

environmental managers, community leaders, and tourists

to share their understandings of coastal restoration efforts

through mapping.”

As part of his work, Hawthorne will create an online

portal for the stakeholders in the Indian River Lagoon

(residents, volunteers, nonprofit organizations, govern-

ment agencies) to share their stories and perceptions of

restoration in the lagoon.

“I have the exciting opportunity to create an online

mapping portal where the public can act as citizen

scientists and share data about the lagoon, about their

interests in restoration, and about where they feel

emotionally connected to the lagoon and current/future

restoration within it,” Hawthorne said. “That’s an incred-

ibly exciting opportunity for me as a scholar and for

community members to share.”

Rivera will look at the impact restoration work has had

on elected officials, public policy and the economy.

“The coupling of natural and social systems is ex-

tremely important to understand restoration efforts,

particularly for a state such as Florida in which water is so

vital to its social and economic livelihood,” Rivera said.

Kelly Kibler, a civil engineer, agrees. She will work with

biogeochemist Lisa Chambers and the rest of the team to

look at the physical environment and how it has been

impacted by the restoration work. Shorelines have been

restored in many areas of the lagoon with oyster beds

where appropriate and with mangroves.

“The Indian River Lagoon is a very special place,”

Kibler said. “In terms of biodiversity, it is an estuary of

global significance. The local ecosystem services associated

with the lagoon are vital to the economy of Central Florida.

But like many coastal ecosystems around the world, it is

sensitive to impacts of human development.

“To ensure that coastal communities continue to enjoy

these services, it is vital that we understand the interac-

tions between the human and biophysical systems.

Through this research, we will learn about the role of

environmental restoration, how it affects the ecosystem

and how it affects people.”

Education professor Diedre Englehart will work with

Hawthorne, Walters and others on the team to help

educate the community about the team’s findings,

especially with K–12 teachers and their students. Biologist

Geoffrey Cook and biology post–doctoral student Melinda

Donnelly round out the team providing expertise about the

biology of the lagoon.

Collaborating across the natural and social sciences

was key in getting funding for the project, the researchers

said.

“If it weren’t for all these talented individuals who have

agreed to work as a team across disciplines, this project

wouldn’t be possible,” Walters said. “We are all excited and

already hard at work. I can’t wait to see what we discover.”

UCF awarded $1.6 million NSF grant to study Indian River Lagoon; look at years of restoration efforts

Variety of activities available at Cuyler Learning Center
Activities that focus on self–awareness, employment services, computer training, college and educational–enrichment

services, music and arts programs are available at Cuyler Community Learning Center, 2329 Harry T. Moore Ave. in

Mims. These activities are sponsored by Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, Parks and Recreation

Department, North Area Parks Operations. For more information on these activities in the Mims area, call 264–5121.
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The center of your financial life
is all in the family

Let us help you connect your financial goals 
to what matters most

Getting to know you and what you care most about — 
planning for college, taking care of an elder family member, 
passing a legacy to future generations, buying a second 
home — is so important. Once we understand your 
priorities, together we can help you pursue the goals you’ve 
set for yourself and your family. Call to learn more today.

McGee Maust Welch

Merrill Lynch
100 Rialto Place, Suite 900
Melbourne, FL 32901

321.729.8624

https://fa.ml.com/mcgeemaust

522282

Life’s better when we’re connected®

L© 2016 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARXD7RYW | MLWM-129-AD | 471101PM-0615 | 06/2015

The Bull Symbol, Life’s better when we’re connected and Merrill Lynch are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP® in the U.S. CIMA® is a registered 
certification mark of Investment Management Consultants Association, Inc. CRPC® and CRPS® are registered service marks of the College for Financial Planning.

Investment products:

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, and 
other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.
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Medical & EMT Supplies
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We must learn to tell compelling narratives that make us better — not divide us
By Bruce Janz
UCF Forum columnist

Every four years we turn to our TVs and online sites to

cheer on competitors vying for supremacy in an arena

where the rules are often unclear and scandal is rife. We

hope for an uplifting narrative that shows the best of who

we can be, which gives us all something to strive for, but

more often than not the narrative degenerates into stories

that divide us.

No, I’m not talking about the presidential race. I’m

talking about the Summer Olympics. And the narratives

I’m interested in are not the ones created by the athletes

themselves, but rather by the media.

The Nielsen ratings for this year’s Olympics were down

about 17 percent from the London Games in 2012. There

are many possible reasons — Americans might prefer

watching the games in another English–speaking country;

people are watching on screens that Nielsen has a harder

time tracking; interest in the Olympics among younger

viewers has been waning; television watching in general

has declined, especially among younger viewers.

NBC has the contract for Olympic coverage, both

summer and winter games until 2032, to the tune of $12

billion. And it has contracts guaranteeing to advertisers a

household percentage rating in the high teens during

prime time. It averaged a 15.4 rating, lower than hoped

for, although the night that Usain Bolt won gold in the

100 meters and Simone Biles won gold in the vault, the

rating went up to 17.4.

Ratings are obviously about money, but I am more

interested in the kinds of narratives that seem to draw

those ratings. In the United States we love to see stories of

those overcoming personal challenges or hardship to win.

We generally love to see winners win more, at least if we

like them as people — that is if they are great characters.

NBC’s strategy for coverage has been controversial for

some. It has emphasized the human drama, even the

reality–show nature of the competitions, as opposed to the

sports themselves. Scandal sells, as does a recognizable

cast of characters fitting defined roles.

They have been criticized for diminishing the signifi-

cance of the successes of women and racial minorities.

These narratives, in other words, can have an inertia to

them, and can be slow to change to recognize new charac-

ters and new audiences. Simone Manuel’s gold medal in

the 100 meter freestyle swimming event is a narrative full

of significance, but only if we recognize that it happened

against the background of racial exclusion in the United

States.

Mount Olympus was where the gods of the ancient

Greeks lived. More importantly, it was the focal point for

their myths. We think of myths as stories that aren’t true,

but in fact, myths are stories that make sense of our world,

that help us to give a narrative to our world. They help to

tell us who is friend and who is foe, what happens if we

stray too far from the accepted practices of our people, and

how the world is put into the order it has. We might think

that we now have science, and so we don’t need these

myths. But in fact we now just tell myths about science, as

well as about everything else.

These myths we have are not just hard–wired into our

culture. They are repeated over and over in different ways,

and that makes them seem natural, but what they really

are is familiar and comforting. In a world of uncertainty, it

is good to see Michael Phelps and Simone Biles do exactly

what we expected they would do.

But being open to new narratives, even ones that do not

fit our comfortable patterns, are absolutely essential.

Simone Manuel’s medal brings up narratives of race in the

United States. Non–African–Americans must find space

for those narratives as well, not just as another gold medal

but as a triumph over racial barriers.

For the first time ever, the International Olympic

Committee decided to honor the competitive spirit of

refugees by allowing them to compete without a country.

We must be able to honor their ability to rise above their

circumstances, but then also include in the narrative the

question of why these capable people ended up as refugees

in the first place, and how our refugee policies could

improve the lives of those like them. We need to be open to

Muslim women competing in hijabs — their athleticism is

the real story.

So Gabby Douglas didn’t hold her hand over her heart

during the national anthem. There is no rule, and many

other athletes didn’t do it at other times. But there was a

narrative, a myth about what makes a real American, and

for some people, at least, her little action in that moment

was enough to question her loyalty. Years of dedication on

her part apparently meant nothing in comparison to that

action.

Our narratives define us, but we have to do better on

telling which ones make us better and which just diminish

us.

And, we have to do better on listening and hearing new

narratives, those that matter to others around us, rather

than just fitting their stories into the ones we already

have. We’re all richer when we can empathize with these

stories.

Bruce Janz is a professor in the UCF Depart-
ment of Philosophy and co–director of the
Center for Humanities and Digital Research.
He can be reached at Bruce.Janz@UCF.edu.

Melbourne Central Catholic graduate wins Zonta Club’s Public Affairs Award
Madeline Ix of Palm Bay, a 2016 graduate of Melbourne Central Catholic, is the winner of the Zonta Club of

Melbourne’s Young Women in Public Affairs Award for this year.

She received a $1,500 scholarship and plans to study biology at Florida State University.

Among her high–school leadership roles were serving as president of both the Interact Club and Digital Mixed Media

Club, as well as being a delegate for the American Legion Auxiliary Girls State and Rotary Youth Leadership.

Ix’s application emphasized her determination in overcoming obstacles as a girl with a learning disability. “Pursuing a

higher education for me equates to having prevailed against overwhelming forces with sheer determination, perseverance

and zero sense of entitlement,” she wrote.

The YWPA scholarship seeks to recognize and encourage a commitment in public affairs and volunteerism with the

objective of gaining better representation for women in leadership worldwide.

The Zonta Club of Melbourne, a member of Zonta International, was chartered in 1983 as an organization of profes-

sionals working to empower women through service and advocacy.

Local efforts include supporting nonprofits assisting women, awarding scholarships and serving as leaders in the fight

to end violence against women and human trafficking.

For more information on the organization, visit ZontaSpaceCoast.org.
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‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’

Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
to

Dana Delaney Loyd
on

April 29, 2015
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BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
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700 S. Park Avenue, Titusville, Florida 32780 321-264-5201 www.BrevardSheriff.com

 

TITUSVILLE WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE 
REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE 

Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42-year-old Dana Delaney 
Loyd of Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking.  The arrest was 
based upon an Arrest Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by 
the Court. Loyd was transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500 
bond. 
 

The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April 
29, 2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect. The defendant 
falsely identified herself as a substitute teacher who had heard the alleged victim make statements 
that her father, had a sexual relationship with her and referred the operator to the online 
publication, Brevard’s Best News.com for additional details. The investigation revealed that the 
defendant had never met nor spoken with the alleged victim and was providing information that 
was contained in a police report of a previously unfounded allegation reported in 2010 in North 
Carolina. 
 
The investigation uncovered that the defendant contacted a local sports club where the father of 
the victim was a volunteer and advised them that he was molesting a child.  The father was 
suspended from his position until an internal investigation was completed.  The defendant also 
contacted a prospective employer of the father in another state and advised them they should go 
to her blog to read about his inappropriate relationship with his daughter and that he should not 
hire him.  The defendant also engaged in a course of conduct of contacting persons known to the 
father, referring them to the articles contained on her blog. 
  
Anyone with information about this Investigation is asked to please call Brevard County Sheriff’s 
Office SVU Agent Robert Fischer at 321-633-8419, or CRIMELINE at 1-800-423-TIPS (8477), you 
can also visit http://crimeline.org/, or text ‘crimeline’ plus your tip to CRIME (274637).  All 
information to CRIMELINE is confidential and you may be eligible for a reward. 
  
For additional information concerning this News Release, please call Major Tod Goodyear 
through the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center at 321-633-7162. 

 
XXX 

April 
29, 2015, 
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National Space Club Florida to present
awards at a luncheon at the Radisson

The National Space Club Florida Committee will

present its 2016 Lifetime Achievement Awards to Charles

Abner, Marshall Heard, Gary Ray and Michael Spence.

They will be recognized for their distinguished roles in the

space community at the 11:30 a.m. luncheon meeting set

for Sept. 13 at the Radisson at the Port in Cape Canaveral.

First Lt. Kyle Futch of the 5th Space Launch Squadron,

45th Space Wing at Patrick Air Force Base, will also be

recognized as the 2016 Rising Star Honoree.

“Charles, Marsh, Gary and Michael have each made

significant contributions to the space community through

their impressive careers,” said Mark Jager, National Space

Club Florida board chairman. “The Space Club is proud to

acknowledge their achievements.”

The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes people for

long–term contributions to the space program. The Rising

Star Award recognizes younger professionals for their

“above and beyond” accomplishments in the space program

during the past year. “We are excited to also acknowledge

1st Lt. Futch,” said Jager. “His dedication to his career and

his strong community outreach is an inspiration for our

current and future space professionals.”

To make a reservation for the luncheon, contact

LaDonna Neterer at LaDonna.J.Neterer@Boeing.com or

register at www.NSCFL.org.

Friends of Central Brevard Library to host
its Fall Book Sale in Cocoa Oct. 7–9

COCOA — Friends of the Central Brevard Library will

host its Fall Book Sale Oct. 7–9 at the library, 308 Forrest

Ave. Sale items will include CDs, DVDs, and thousands of

books. Prices range from $1 for paperbacks to $2 for

hardcover books in much of the inventory, with coffee–

table books, mint–condition books and sets going for a bit

more. CDs are generally priced at $1, and DVDs at $2.

Audio tapes are $5.

The event starts with a Thursday, Oct. 6, members–

only pre–sale from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The public can

enter for $5, which includes membership in the Friends of

the Library. The sale also runs Friday, Oct. 7, from 9 a.m.

to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 8, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and

Sunday, Oct. 9, from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. General admission

is free.

The Friends of the Library, a support organization for

the Central Brevard Library, provides almost 20 percent of

the library’s materials budget each year, and raises its

funds primarily through its biannual sales of donated

books, CDs and DVDs.

Discounted admission days at the Brevard Zoo
Throughout September, the Brevard Zoo in Viera is

lowering its cost of admission to $3 dollars on Tuesdays

and $5 dollars on Sundays. The promotion is open to

Florida residents only and may not be combined with any

other offers. All adults must present a state–issued photo

identification card. The Brevard Zoo is home to more than

800 animals representing 180 species from all over the

world. More information is available at BrevardZoo.org.
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Eau Gallie Point Highlights

Commercial Parcels in New High Traffic Business Park
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Mike Renfro, Broker
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We Finance Dreams

Community Bank of the South understands the lending needs of
Brevard County consumers, small businesses and homeowners.

We offer banking services and loans for every dream.

Commercial and SBA 504 Loans
Operating Lines of Credit and Business Debit Cards

Business Checking and Merchant Services
1st and 2nd Mortgages and Auto Loans

CBOSDirect.com

We finance

new office

buildings
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www.GreaterPalmBayChamber.com
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21st 
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Gary Dean Real Estate in Melbourne a
hometown agency with personal service

Is personal hometown real–estate service going away

and being replaced by large corporations in the industry?

Not in Melbourne and the surrounding areas, thanks

to local firm Gary Dean Real Estate LLC. The company

provides “personal, local service along with a global reach.”

Broker and owner Gary Scannelli employs a system

that connects his agency to the community, just as you

remember it. “Communication and accessibility will never

be compromised whether you are a buyer, seller or

someone looking to rent or lease,” he said.

Scannelli says he is an “advocate of preserving the

wildlife and its environment.” He believes in supporting

local businesses, “especially mom and pop stores.”

Scannelli has been a licensed real–estate agent in

Florida since 2009. He is a member of the Space Coast

Association of Realtors, the Florida Realtors and the

National Association of Realtors. He’s a Graduate of the

Realtor Institute and a graduate of the Leadership

Brevard Class of 2011.

Gary’s wife, Michele Gould, is the firm’s office manager.

Along with sales, Gould handles the technical end of the

business with regard to social media, event scheduling

and advertising.

She also holds an active Florida real–estate license,

and has earned the GRI designation along with the

Senior’s Real Estate Specialist designation, offering

valuable real–estate guidance to families with senior

members of the community. She is still active in the

corporate information–technology field, too, where she has

worked the last 20 years, including 15 years as a supervi-

sor.

For more information about Gary Dean Real Estate,

call 205–4685 or send an e–mail message to

GaryScannelli@gmail.com. The website address is

GaryDeanRealEstate.com.

Cumberland Farms to build a new store
at SR 520 and Clearlake Road in Cocoa

Watson Commercial Real Estate Inc. has closed a

nearly $1.5 million deal to bring Cumberland Farms to

the northeast corner of State Road 520 (King Street) and

Clearlake Road in the unincorporated Brevard County

area of Cocoa.

This deal is an assemblage of roughly 2 acres. The

4,900–square–foot new–concept Cumberland Farms store

will feature 10 gasoline pumps.

The site is fully permitted and construction is expected

to begin immediately, with operations in full–swing by the

first quarter of 2017.

Watson Commercial Real Estate of Merritt Island

specializes in the sale and purchase of commercial real–

estate properties in Brevard and throughout Florida. In

business for more than 34 years, the firm works with both

sellers and buyers of real estate. Its expertise includes site

selection and acquisition, negotiating contracts, obtaining

all zoning and permitting requirements, assembling

parcels, design and construction.

For more information on the company, visit

www.watson–realestate.com.
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©2016 Shelter Mortgage Company, L.L.C. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are 
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Please see ‘The Grape Escape,’ page 15

Health First Foundation’s ‘Grape Escape’ to Ritz–Carlton Orlando to raise funds
for Cardiac Rehabilitation and Wellness Clinic; range of sponsorships available
By Ken Datzman

The Health First Foundation, the philanthropic arm

of Rockledge–based Health First Inc., is gearing up for

one of its most important fund–raising events of the

year, the annual “Grape Escape Wine, Dinner and

Auction,” which it first rolled out 15 years ago.

Since then, the program has raised more than

$3 million for Health First medical equipment,

facilities, and programs which serve residents in the

region, with the goal of improving their health.

“Over the years, the Grape Escape has played an

important role raising money for Health First’s Heart

and Vascular service line,” said Health First’s Aaron

Robinson, the chief executive officer of community

hospitals and the Heart and Vascular service–line

executive.

“This year’s funds will go toward developing a

comprehensive Cardiac Rehabilitation and Wellness

Clinic, which is a key component of the continuum of

care. We’ve been working on plans for the last year to

develop this type of program. As an organization, our

mission is to improve the health and well–being of the

population we serve, and this project is certainly central

to that mission.”

He estimates it will cost $750,000 to develop the

Cardiac Rehabilitation and Wellness Clinic. It will be

set up on the third floor of the Health First Pro–Health

& Fitness Center in Melbourne, near Holmes Regional

Medical Center. “In the future, we may consider

expanding the program into the Central Brevard or

North Brevard markets.”

The 2016 “Grape Escape” is scheduled from 6 to

11 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 15, at the Ritz–Carlton

Orlando, Grande Lakes. The social function will feature

an evening of wine–tasting and “farm–to–table” dining

prepared by Ritz–Carlton Executive Chef Peter

Zampaglione, who was appointed to his position in

February and has global experience. He’s led two Ritz–

Carlton restaurants to “Michelin Stars,” a hallmark of

fine–dining quality. Additionally, Zampaglione was the

executive chef on the opening team of The Mandarin

Oriental Hotel in Barcelona, one of the top hotels in the

world.

“A group of us on the Grape Escape committee

recently met with Chef Zampaglione,” said John Gallo

of Peoples Financial Planning of Raymond James &

Associates, who is co–chairing Grape Escape with

Christine Lance, and join honorary chairs Phillip and

Jeanne Farmer.

“Chef Zampaglione’s putting together a fabulous

full–course menu for the event. We will be tasting and

selecting the courses on Sept. 16. Peter’s range of

experience in the industry is spectacular. We’re in for a

real treat. Peter looked me in the eye and said, ‘I

guarantee it will be beautiful,’ referring to the meal and

the event in general. So I’m confident we are going to

have a very nice event in a lovely atmosphere.”

Zampaglione’s responsibilities include overseeing

the new Highball & Harvest, the hotel’s much–

acclaimed Southern–inspired restaurant. He’s worked

for The Ritz–Carlton Hotel Co. for more than 20 years.

Most recently, Zampaglione served as the executive

chef at The Ritz–Carlton in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Before that position, he was the executive chef at

The Ritz–Carlton in Abama, Spain, where he led

MB Restaurant to two Michelin Stars.

The live auction part of the program will be con-

ducted by Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey. Attend-

ees will have the opportunity to bid on valuable wines,

vacations, and a “one–of–a–kind” jewel designed by

Wesche Jewelers in Melbourne. “Sheriff Ivey does as

much for the charitable organizations as anyone I know

of in the community,” said Gallo.

“We will have some incredible items for auction,

including trips to North Carolina and Utah. There will

be special wines from California. We call them the

‘unattainable wines of California,’ because they can’t be

purchased anywhere.”

The 2016 Grape Escape’s fund–raising goal is

$400,000, including sponsorships and the auction

proceeds. Businesses and individuals can help the

Health First Foundation reach its goal by investing in

sponsorships, which range from $1,250 to $25,000. The

amenities include event tickets and program advertis-

ing, depending on the level of giving. Sponsors at the

$10,000 level will receive eight tickets and a full–page

advertisement in the Grape Escape brochure.

To inquire about sponsorships, call the Health First

Foundation at 434–7353 or visit HFgive.org.

The Cardiac Rehabilitation and Wellness Clinic will

help cardiovascular patients manage risk factors and

make lifestyle changes through screenings, education,

John Gallo, left, of Peoples Financial Planning of Raymond James & Associates, is co–chairing the Health First Foundation’s Grape Escape
fund–raiser with Christine Lance. The event is Oct. 15 at the Ritz–Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes. Health First’s Aaron Robinson is the CEO
of community hospitals and the Heart and Vascular service–line executive. They are at the Health First Heart Center in Melbourne.
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Please see Brenner Real Estate Group, page 17

Martha Scholz joins Brenner Real Estate Group in Melbourne; the team looks to
bring individual investors into a portfolio of commercial properties in the region
By Ken Datzman

Former businessowner Martha Scholz, whose varied

career includes fund–raising for colleges and universities

and working for the Illinois House of Representatives, is

the newest team member of the full–service Brenner Real

Estate Group in Melbourne.

Scholz owned and ran Golf USA at The Centre at

Suntree for nearly 12 years, before selling the successful

business to Dan and Anne Moon, who rebranded and

expanded the company now known as Moon Golf.

Scholz says she greatly enjoys playing golf, and has for

many years. “I just posted my best score in 15 years, an

80, barely missing a 79.”

The Centre at Suntree is leased and managed by the

Brenner Real Estate Group, which has been operating in

Brevard County since 2000. It leases and manages a

number of other properties in that area, including the

high–rise Imperial Plaza office building and Suntree

Plaza, both on North Wickham Road.

“Martha was one of our tenants for many years at The

Centre at Suntree,” said Carla Casey, the regional

manager for Brenner Real Estate Group, a nearly 30–

year–old commercial real–estate brokerage firm based in

South Florida, with an office in Melbourne.

“I really admired her business acumen and her

intelligence. I told her if she ever sold her business, she

could start a career in commercial real estate and come

work with us. Martha recently sold her business, took the

course to become a licensed Realtor, and is now working

with Colette Wood (commercial associate) and me. We’re

thrilled to have her on our team.”

“Martha has honed a wealth of business contacts in

the region,” added Wood, “which is extremely valuable in

the commercial real–estate field. She has years of

experience as a retail entrepreneur, too. That experience

will greatly benefit clients she’s working with, especially

on the retail side. And she knows how to raise money.”

The U.S. Retail Index rose 1.9 percent in the second

quarter of 2016 and 6.3 percent in the 12–month period

ending in June 2016, edging past its prerecession peak of

0.7 percent, according to Co–Star’s second quarter

“Commercial Repeat Sales Indices.”

One of Scholz’s focus areas at Brenner Real Estate

Group is the retail sector. She will be helping retailers

find the “right space” and the “right place” for their

ventures, which is Brenner Real Estate Group’s slogan.

Scholz will also be representing landlords, helping them

find retail tenants “that have viable businesses and the

greatest chance for success.”

She said Brenner Real Estate Group was a “great

landlord” to her over all those years.

The commercial real–estate industry has been on the

upswing, with transaction volume increasing. The activity

is attracting a lot of newly licensed commercial real–

estate professionals.

The number of commercial real–estate members with

less than two years experience nearly doubled to 9

percent in 2016, from 5 percent in 2015, according to the

2016 “National Association of Realtors Commercial

Member Profile,” released in July.

“Real estate is the one place people have turned to for

investment time and again, over centuries,” said Scholz,

who is herself a real–estate investor.

“There is only so much real estate. The nice thing

about Brenner Real Estate Group is its full–service

approach to the industry, including property manage-

ment. The firm is positioned to serve a wide range of

clients.”

Casey holds the Real Property Administrator designa-

tion through the Building Owners and Managers

Institute. These professionals often manage a portfolio of

real–estate assets with emphasis on building systems,

risk management, brokerage, and enhancing the overall

financial performance of the assets.

Before becoming an entrepreneur, Scholz held

leadership positions with colleges and universities.

For five years she was the vice president of advance-

ment at Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne.

Scholz was responsible for alumni and development

programs there. Scholz also served as the associate vice

president for external affairs at University of Maryland in

Baltimore. And she’s had a taste of politics, too, but not as

a candidate.

“My first job out of graduate school was working for

the Illinois House of Representatives. I was an appropria-

tions analyst. It was a great experience. I wrote opinions

for the members of the House as to whether or not they

should vote for certain bills and legislation,” said Scholz,

adding that in the “off–season” she worked for then

Chicago Mayor Richard Daly.

From there, she became a fund–raiser for colleges and

went on to work in development.

Martha Scholz, center, who was a local businessowner for nearly 12 years, is starting a new career as a commercial real–estate associate with
Brenner Real Estate Group. She joins Carla Casey, right, regional manager, and Colette Wood, left, commercial associate. It’s one of the
few all–women commercial real–estate teams in the region. Brenner Real Estate Group is expanding its focus to include putting together groups
of investors to purchase properties. The investors will own the portfolio of properties that will be leased back to national tenants.
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COCOA — Aging Matters in Brevard has been

awarded $3,752 grant from the Jess Parrish Medical

Foundation for mobile–shelving units to be used in the

kitchen that prepares food for the Meals–on–Wheels

program in the community.

The meals are delivered by volunteers to homebound

seniors as well as 12 neighborhood Seniors–at–Lunch

sites, including three in North Brevard, and to child and

adult daycare centers throughout the county.

The new shelving units enhanced the kitchen by

providing a more effective and efficient workplace environ-

ment, said Cindy Flachmeier, president and chief execu-

tive officer of Aging Matters in Brevard. “We are grateful

for the support of Jess Parrish Medical Foundation, which

helps seniors in North Brevard County enjoy safe, healthy

and nutritious meals, especially those frail homebound

seniors.”

Last year gifts impacted seniors in the following

meaningful ways:

l Provided 204,522 hot, nutritious meals to 1,590

homebound seniors through Meals–on– Wheels.

l Improved home accessibility, safety and security for

1,635 seniors.

l Senior TranServe and Vets–Driving–Vets volunteers

traveled more than 81,731 miles transporting 252 non–

driving seniors.

l Home and Community Based Services provided 633

seniors and 72 caregivers with in–home services including

Aging Matters in Brevard awarded grant from Jess Parrish Medical Foundation for community program
homemakers, personal care, respite, housekeeping and

alarm systems.

l RSVP volunteers provided 31,474 hours of service at

19 community agencies.

Established in 1965, Aging Matters in Brevard is a not–

for–profit organization whose mission is to promote and

maintain independence and maximize quality of life for the

citizens of Brevard County, particularly the elderly and

disabled.

Volunteers to take part in National Public Lands Day
Area residents can celebrate National Public Lands Day on Sept. 24 by joining the Environmentally Endangered

Lands program staff for a volunteer workday at the South Lake Conservation Area in Titusville. The volunteers will work

to improve the sanctuary’s entrance and parking area. The event will be from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Call 264–5185 for

information on this program. The sanctuary is at 444 Columbia Blvd. The web address is www.eelbrevard.com. The

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary was created and is managed under Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered Lands

Program referendum. The referendum was established by voters in 1990 to protect and preserve the rich biological

diversity of Brevard County for future generations.
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For more than 60 years, AT&T and the AT&T

Foundation have supported the United Way nationally

and locally. Recently, AT&T continued this legacy of

support through a contribution of $8,000 to United Way

of Brevard.

In 2016 alone, AT&T gave $5 million to 500 local

United Ways across the country.

United Way of Brevard will use the contribution to

support programs that create long lasting change in the

local community. The United Way is dedicated to

improving lives by mobilizing the caring power of

communities around the world to advance the common

good, as is evident from the work United Way of Brevard

is doing in Florida.

For example, in the past year, the organization funded

a free tax–preparation program to improve people’s

financial stability. Volunteers prepared 3,144 tax returns

for low–to–moderate income workers, saving preparation

costs and assisted with eligible tax credit claims resulting

in a community–wide impact of $3.5 million.

“United Way of Brevard continues to focus on three

fundamental building blocks that allow you to move

beyond poverty to a better quality of life — Education,

Income and Health. Together, those building blocks

create a sturdy foundation not just for one family, but

also for our entire community. We appreciate AT&T’s

support which allows us to have a greater reach and

more impact,” said Robert “Rob” Rains, president of

United Way of Brevard.

In addition to this contribution, each year AT&T

employees take part in an employee giving campaign

that provides millions of dollars to nonprofit organiza-

tions, including the United Way. In 2015, AT&T employ-

ees, including employees represented by the Communica-

tion Workers of America, the International Brotherhood

of Electrical Workers or the Telecommunications

International Union, pledged $37.4 million through this

campaign.

“AT&T shares United Way’s commitment to strength-

ening communities and improving lives,” said AT&T’s

Troy McNichols, director of external affairs for North and

Central Florida. “The United Way of Brevard County

support for programs with proven results in our commu-

nity improves the lives of our citizens by connecting them

with resources and expertise that helps them succeed.”

He said AT&T is committed to advancing education,

strengthening communities and improving lives.

Through its community initiatives, AT&T has a long

history of investing in projects that create learning

opportunities; promote academic and economic achieve-

ment; or address community needs.

AT&T Aspire is AT&T’s signature philanthropic

initiative that drives innovation in education by bringing

diverse resources to bear on the issue including funding,

technology, employee volunteerism, and mentoring.

Through Aspire, AT&T has passed $250 million on its

plan to invest $350 million in education from 2008 to

2017.

United Way of Brevard funds large–scale collabora-

tions, individual agencies and specific programs focused

on the building blocks of a good life — education, income

and health, along with a safety net of health and human

services.

United Way also oversees and effectively deploys

resources through VITA Tax Preparation Assistance,

Financial Education, Healthy Families, Gifts–in–Kind

and the Benefits Connection programs. Through United

Way, the contributions of thousands of individual donors

become a “force for change in the community.” United

Way of Brevard was established in 1957.

AT&T gives $8,000 to United Way of Brevard to support local efforts to improve building blocks of good life

Fox Lake Christmas Festival of Crafts registration begins
Registration for the 23rd annual Fox Lake Christmas Festival of Crafts is underway. Registration is being held at

Sandrift Community Center, 585 N. Singleton Ave. in Titusville, Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The

deadline for registration is Thursday, Nov. 10. The craft fair will be at Fox Lake Park in Titusville on Saturday, Nov.19,

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Only handmade and homemade crafts will be offered for sale at the event, which is sponsored by

the Brevard County Parks and Recreation Department’s North Area Parks Operations. Concessions will be available

for purchase and the event is free to attend. Fox Lake Park is located at 4400 Fox Lake Road. For more information

about this and other recreation programs in North Brevard, call 264–5037.
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‘The Grape Escape’
Continued from page 10

nutrition and rehabilitation, with a goal of empowering

patients to improve their health and overcome future

risks.

“Each year, we are overwhelmed by the generous

spirit of our community,” said Jeanene Donilon, director

of the Health First Foundation. “Cardiovascular disease

is the leading cause of death in the United States and

this event will help us raise money to provide life–

saving education and services to thousands of heart

patients.”

Studies have shown that those who undergo

dedicated cardiac rehabilitation focused on aerobic

exercise are more capable of performing daily activities.

“The quality benefits of these types of programs are

well–documented,” said Robinson. “They have reduced

mortality up to 25 percent to 30 percent. There have

been reductions in both re–admissions and post–cardiac

events because of cardiac rehabilitation.”

But cardiovascular rehabilitation services are

underutilized around the nation. Only one in 10 heart–

failure patients is referred to a cardiac–rehabilitation

program after being hospitalized, despite strong

evidence that such exercise programs improve quality

of life and reduce the likehood of future hospitaliza-

tions.

The findings, from a UCLA–led study, were

published last year in the “Journal of the American

College of Cardiology.” Researchers drew the data from

a national database of more than 100,000 people with

heart failure who were discharged from hospitals

between 2005 and 2014 and were eligible for cardiac–

rehabilitation programs.

Multiple clinical trials have shown that patients who

undergo a dedicated 36–week cardiac–rehabilitation

program focused on aerobic–exercise training are more

capable of controlling symptoms related to shortness of

breath and are better able to perform daily activities

such as climbing stairs.

A landmark 2007 study (“Heart Failure and a

Controlled Trial Investigating Outcomes of Exercise

Training”) showed that people who underwent exercise

training following hospitalization for heart failure had

an improved ability to perform normal daily living

tasks, and were less likely to be rehospitalized and had

a lower mortality rate.

After that study appeared, the American College of

Cardiology and the American Heart Association issued

guidelines recommending cardiac rehabilitation for

medically stable heart–failure patients.

Not all hospital systems have invested in cardiac–

rehabilitation programs because they generally do not

make a lot of money. “A lot of health systems have

chosen not to invest in cardiac–rehabilitation programs.

Being a community nonprofit health system, we believe

cardiac rehabilitation is a key component of our

mission. It’s at the core of improving the health and

well–being of the population,” said Robinson.

Given the individual and the public health benefits

of such programs, as well as the escalating health–care

expenditures related to heart–failure hospitalizations,

the findings in the UCLA–led study point to the need

for better strategies to increase physicians’ and patients’

awareness about the importance of cardiac rehabilita-

tion.

In 2013, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services approved cardiac rehabilitation for eligible

patients with heart failure, making it available to a

broader group of Medicare patients. “CMS is actually

coming out with incentives for utilization of cardiac

rehabilitation,” he said. “They will be increasing their

payments coming up in the next fiscal year.”

A healthy diet is one of the most important factors in

preventing heart attack and stroke. And research by

various organizations over many years illuminates the

heart–healthy benefits of the Mediterranean Diet,

which is characterized by servings of foods such as

greens, whole grains, fish, and olive oil, as well as

moderate drinking of red wine.

The Mediterranean Diet is tied to lower levels of

platelets and white blood cells, two markers of inflam-

mation. Inflammation has an association with greater

risk of heart attack and stroke.

“Preventive cardiac health care has a lot to do with

lifestyle and diet,” said Gallo. “And research has shown

the benefits of the Mediterranean Diet, which includes

the moderate intake of red wine. The Grape Escape ties

in our love for red wine and the love of life in general.”

Animal
Emergency

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Fairfield Inn
pick up BBN

8/15/16
page 9

FULL COLOR

A hyperbaric chamber uses pure oxygen at an increased 
pressure. This causes the blood, plasma, and other liquids

2281 W. EAU GALLIE BLVD
MELBOURNE, FL 32935

www.CentralFloridaAnimalER.com321.725.5365

O P E N          H O U R S24

P E T  P   W E R

of the body, to absorb much larger quantities of 
oxygen, increasing oxygen uptake by the cells, 
tissues, glands, organs, brain and bodily fluids. 

UUsseedd  FFoorr::
•Snake Bites
•Non-Healing
  Wounds
•Pancreatitis
•Smoke Inhalation
•Burns & More!

franklin_gothic_book_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '"

franklin_gothic_book_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '"

franklin_gothic_medium_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" 

franklin_gothic_medium_italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?

åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿

Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '"

franklin_gothic_demi_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '"

franklin_gothic_demi_italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷ ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '"

✺❁❐❆✿❄❉■❇❂❁▼▲❁❂❃❄❅❆❇❈❉❊❋●❍■❏❐❑❒▲▼◆❖◗❘❙❚❀✑✒✓✔✕✖✗✘✙✐✍✝✻✽✼✛✌✎✏ 
✡✢✣✤✥✦✧★✩✪✫✬✭✮✯✰✱✲✳✴✵✶✷✸✹✺❞✁✠✃✄☎✾✆☛✈✉✿☞❛❝❜✚✓✜✞✟❂ 

  
marriot_light_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

≠≠
marriot_light_italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

marriott_med_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

≠≠
marriott_med_italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

≠≠
 marriott_bold_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./�
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷�ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

marriott_bold_italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./�
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
åç´ƒ©˙ˆ˚¬μ˜øœ®ß†¨¥`¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷�ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

marriot_condensed_light_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

≠≠
marriot_condensed_medium_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆΔ˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

marriot_condensed_bold_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-= [] \;’,./≠
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?
å∫ç∂´ƒ©˙ˆ∆˚¬μ˜øπœ®ß†¨√∑≈¥Ω`¡™£¢ §¶•ªº–≠“‘«…æ≤ ÷≠ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜Ø∏Œ‰Íˇ¨◊„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿
Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ ”“’‘ '" €

≠

OUR JOB IS TO MAKE YOURS EASIER.
The newly renovated Fairfield Inn & Suites Melbourne gives you confidence that your trip

will succeed. With a great location near I95, we are always ready to welcome you with

amenities like spacious guest rooms, free Wi-Fi, complimentary breakfast and fitness

facilities. At the Fairfield Inn & Suites Melbourne, you’re our #1 priority.

To reserve your room, call 321.722.2220 or
visit Marriott.com/MLBFI.

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott®

Melbourne Palm Bay/Viera
4355 West New Haven Avenue

Melbourne, FL 32904
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For 75 years Barry University has made it our mission to provide every single one of our 
students with the kind of transformational education that helps them become who they 
were meant to be.

Since 1971 Barry University’s PACE School of Professional And Career Education has 
taught, trained and transformed the lives of many busy, hardworking people like you. 
Online or on campus, Barry’s working industry professionals are ready to help you 
maximize your potential. | barry.edu/pace

I’m just 
getting started.

Professional And Career Education.
Maximize your potential
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Brenner Real Estate Group
Continued from page 11

Scholz comes aboard Brenner Real Estate Group at a

time when the firm is looking to bolster the commercial

real–estate investment side of its operation in the local

market. It plans to bring together individual investors in

a portfolio of properties.

“That is going to be a very strong focus of our business

going forward,” said Casey, who opened the Brenner Real

Estate Melbourne office. “We are looking to create

investment groups and purchase properties that will be

leased back to tenants on a long–term basis. These will

probably be one– to two–tenant types of properties.”

“I was able to raise money for colleges and universi-

ties, and I believe I can help raise money for commercial

investment real estate in the local market,” said Scholz.

“I think Carla and Colette have definitely identified

some really good pieces of property that would make for

sound investments, particularly in an economy where it’s

hard to find 5 percent, 6 percent, or 7 percent return on

your money.”

She continued, “While nothing is guaranteed, there

seems to be opportunities owning commercial properties

and leasing them back over a 20– to 25–year period. I

think that this type of venture would provide a significant

income stream to people who are looking for a long–term

investment.”

Triple–net leased properties have become popular

investment vehicles for investors seeking steady income

with relatively low risk. If a property owner leases a

building to a business using a triple–net lease, the tenant

is responsible for paying the building’s property taxes,

building insurance, and the cost of any maintenance or

repairs the building my require during the term of the

lease.

Triple–net lease investments are typically offered as a

portfolio of properties consisting of three or more high–

grade commercial properties that are fully leased by one

or two tenants. The properties could include office

buildings, industrial facilities, or free–standing buildings

operated by banks, for example.

Local investors interested in learning more about

Brenner Real Estate Group’s commercial real–estate

portfolio can contact Casey. The office number in

Melbourne is 242–4575, or send an e–mail message to

CCasey@BREG.net.

“I think the growth we’re seeing on the Space Coast

fits perfectly with Brenner Real Estate Group’s initiative

of bringing investors together to partner in a portfolio of

facilities with national tenants,” said Scholz. “The growth

that is taking place in this county is just right for

commercial development. A lot of companies are looking

for a presence on the Space Coast. These are businesses

that have never been here before. Brevard County is

growing. There are opportunities here. Just look at the

Suntree market. The average income is $92,000. That’s

stunning.”

A lot of small– to mid–sized national retail companies

would find Brevard County a very appealing market,

Scholz believes.

“And a lot of these companies would never want to

own their building because it just ties up their capital. So

we are working to pinpoint opportunities, where an

investment group can own the building and lease it back

to a single national tenant. As such, I think we’re looking

at a relatively profitable investment that has some safety

built into it, in terms of corporate leases and things like

that.”

Wood said Brenner Real Estate Group in Melbourne

has decades of experience in commercial real estate,

including sizing up of properties for their potential

investment value. She said the team members at Brenner

Real Estate Group work with people searching for

commercial properties and there is no fee on their behalf.

“It’s widely known in the residential industry that the

buyer of the home is not the one paying the commission.

The seller pays the commission to the broker, and that’s

the way it also works for commercial real–estate transac-

tions. I’m not sure if everyone knows that.”

She added, “If we are helping an investor find a

property or if we are representing a tenant that is looking

for a property to lease, it’s going to be the landlord or the

property seller who will be paying the commission, nine

times out of 10. To help a client negotiate the sale or the

purchase of a property, or to negotiate a lease, is invalu-

able to them, we believe, and it’s not going to cost them

anything. I think there are a lot of people searching for

properties themselves. It’s best to have an experienced

professional helping them conduct the search.”

Catholic Schools

green background

FULL COLOR

Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org   |   U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence

Brevard County Catholic Schools provide an outstanding 
education in a faith-fi lled and nurturing learning environment. 
A challenging curriculum is enriched with fi ne arts, foreign 
language, religion, athletics, and extracurricular programs. 
Catholic school students emerge with the skills needed for 
success in college and career.

Melbourne
Melbourne Central 
Catholic High School

Ascension Catholic School

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School

Palm Bay
St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic School

Rockledge
St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island
Divine Mercy 
Catholic Academy

Cocoa Beach
Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville
St. Teresa Catholic School

Nine Catholic schools serving students in 
Pre-K3 and VPK4 through 12th grade.
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The Montessori Group
Continued from page 1

sensory–motor activities, working with materials that

develop their cognitive powers through direct experi-

ences, such as seeing, hearing, and touching, said

Cynthia Thomas.

The classes include multi–age groups of children that

foster peer learning, and uninterrupted blocks of work

time for the children. The teacher, the child, and the

environment create a “learning triangle.”

Computers and laboratories are a central part of the

learning experiences, too, as are field trips. “One of our

most popular field trips is to St. Augustine. Our third–

and fourth–grade classes go there every other year.”

Her students have excelled competing in the local

Science Fair. “We do very well in the Science Fair. We

have a very strong science program. The projects are a

year–long undertaking,” she said.

The students start their projects early and have “log

checks” along the way and various deadlines to meet.

Once they have their projects completed, they go around

and make presentations to the different classes, and they

do that multiple times.

“They eventually present their projects to a ‘judge’ at

our school. We tell the kids you have to be able to sell

your project to a judge. When we choose the projects that

will go on to compete in the District, we refine the work

and even teach the students how to walk across the stage

and accept an award. The Science Fair competition gives

our students some wonderful life skills.”

On this day, one youngster in the classroom at the

Indian Harbour Beach Montessori Especially for

Children was busy tracking the tropical storm Fiona that

was moving across the central Atlantic Ocean. He had

his official National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration tracking map. His lines were drawn on the chart

and his projections made. He stood up in front of his

classmates and gave a detailed analysis of his forecast,

with the confidence of a certified meteorologist.

“The Montessori Method teaches children at the

earliest age how to learn, how to research, how to think

on their feet, how to speak in front of their classmates

and in front of people, and much more,” said Cynthia

Thomas. “Montessori education offers children opportuni-

ties to develop their potential step–by–step, to be

engaged, competent, and responsible. Our own children

have seen the fruits of this type of education.”

The Thomas’ two children have gone on to become

successes in life. Dr. Leslie Thomas is a board–certified

veterinary surgeon in Tampa. It was her life–long

ambition, her mother said. Jeff Thomas is a local

entrepreneur who owns Comfort Air Inc., a well–known

business in Brevard County.

Cynthia Thomas said their children’s launching pad

to success was Montessori education.

“When we were in Hawaii and our children were in a

Montessori school they had an incredible educational

experience. I said, ‘Wow! If every child had this type of

experience there would be no learning failures.’ It teaches

through all the modalities. Montessori really brings out

the giftedness in every child. It’s amazing what happens.”

Cynthia Thomas said she was intrigued by the

Montessori philosophy, so she enrolled in Chaminade

University in Hawaii, where her husband was stationed

with the U.S. Air Force. That university specializes in

training Montessori teachers. She graduated from

Chaminade University with a master’s degree in

education, with a Montessori specialization.

Later, with her husband at her side, who retired from

the military and once was a commander at the Eastern

Test Range at Patrick Air Force base, the two devoted

their energies to Montessori education, creating a

network of schools in the area. Albert Thomas is the chief

financial officer for The Montessori Group, which they

operate.

The Montessori Group provides “child–centered”

education for students ages 1 to 12. Their group includes

the Indian Harbour Beach Montessori Especially for

Children, with an enrollment of about 130 students, from

18 months through sixth grade; Suntree Montessori,

where 30 youngsters are in the 3– to 6–year–old pro-

gram; and Rockledge Montessori, a kindergarten

program for ages 1 through 6, which has some 80

students.

The Montessori Group will host Open House Week

from 9 to 11 a.m. on Sept. 12–16, and 5 to 7 p.m. on

Sept. 14. The phone numbers for the individual schools

are: Indian Harbour Beach Montessori (777–1480),

Suntree Montessori (254–7500), and Rockledge

Montessori (639–2266).

In 1983, they started their enterprise in one small

facility they built in Indian Harbour Beach, near Charlie

& Jake’s Barbecue on East Eau Gallie Boulevard. The

program was so popular they had to offer “double

sessions.”

Two years later, to accommodate growth, their

business built a facility on Banana River Drive in Indian

Harbour Beach, which is now the main campus for The

Montessori Group. “We opened in 1986 at that location

with one building and we’ve had four expansions since,”

she said.

The pretty, wooded campus features two playgrounds

and a basketball gymnasium, which includes a theater

where all students participate. “We have a tremendous

sports program and have won a lot of honors. I think that

our sports teams excel because the students are taught in

the classrooms how to work in teams. They learn the

importance of teamwork.”

Cynthia Thomas was one of the first education

entrepreneurs in this area to start a charter school. In

the late 1990s, she founded the public Educational

Horizons Charter School in West Melbourne, and is still

involved with that venture. About 120 students are

enrolled there.

The school serves kindergarten through sixth–

graders, utilizing a Montessori elementary curriculum.

Educational Horizons Charter School was recently

ranked the 37th best school of its kind in the state. “We

are proud of that ranking.”

Also on that same West Melbourne campus is the

private preschool Country Day for Children Montessori

School, which Cynthia Thomas owns.

Her schools hold a range of affiliations and accredita-

tions. For example, Indian Harbour Beach Montessori is

American Montessori Society–affiliated, and accredited

by the National Independent Private Schools Association,

and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

In the last 15 years, interest in Montessori education

has surged across America, including in the local market.

This interest is evident in the rise of research on these

types of programs, increased mainstream press, and the

opening of new Montessori schools.

“We have seen tremendous growth at our schools,”

said Cynthia Thomas. “The visibility of the Montessori

name has risen in communities around the nation as

more parents come to embrace the program and enroll

their children in these types of schools. Montessori is a

time–tested, proven method of education.”

She added, “The concept was started more than 100

years ago by Dr. Maria Montessori. She was the first

female physician in Italy. Dr. Montessori was a great

observer of children. Part of the Montessori Method is to

serve the child and watch how they learn. It’s a child–

centered approach to learning.”

Since 2000, more than 300 new Montessori programs

have opened, not only in the private sector but also in the

public sector. Scientific research confirms that

Montessori children have an advantage not only

academically, but also in social and emotional develop-

ment.

Cynthia Thomas said her students score in the “top

percentile on testing.” They use the “Iowa Test of Basic

Skills,” which is standardized testing.

In the early 1990s charter schools were introduced in

America. Then came the expansion of choice options in

many urban school districts. Now a growing number of

parents and educators are seeking alternatives to

conventional public–school education, and many are

turning to the Montessori schools.

Dr. Montessori observed that children experience

“sensitive periods,” or “windows of opportunity,” as they

grow, said Cynthia Thomas. As their students develop,

Montessori teachers match appropriate lessons and

materials to these “sensitive periods” when learning is

most naturally occurring.

“One of the hallmarks of Montessori education is

multi–age groupings in the classrooms,” said Cynthia

Thomas.

“There are many advantages. For instance, the

younger children learn from the older children in the

classroom. When a 3–year–old hears a 4–year–old or a

5–year–old working on sounds to reading, he or she is

listening. It’s common to see the students of different

ages working together. The older students enjoy

mentoring the younger students.”

In the elementary years, the child continues to

organize his thinking through work with the Montessori

learning materials and interdisciplinary curriculum as

he or she passes from the concrete to the abstract. The

student begins applying their knowledge to real–world

experiences.

“We feel that our curriculum does everything for us,”

said Cynthia Thomas. “Montessori is one of the most

trusted education plans. I only see Montessori education

growing in scope in the future.”
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