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ROCKLEDGE — How many products can you quickly name that

have actually come down in cost over the last several years? For

most people, that’s a real head–scratcher. It’s surely not medicine,

higher education, produce, or even the price of a cup of coffee at your

local coffee shop.

But natural gas has been a clear–cut, low–cost winner for

homeowners and businesses. In fact, the price of natural gas is as

low as it averaged 15 years ago. And while the decline in crude–oil

prices has garnered numerous headlines of late, perhaps more

attention should be focused on natural gas, which many see as the

rising star in the renewable energy sector.

A commodity, natural gas has been decreasing in price for years

because of the abundant supply. As a result of this and other

attractive incentives and benefits, natural–gas distributors are

seeing a growing embrace of this eco–friendly energy source.

Natural gas businesses have been expanding their foothold in

Florida communities and around the nation to meet the demand of

both homeowners and businesses.

Florida City Gas is one of the companies poised to grow in the

markets it serves along the East Coast of the state, including

Brevard, where existing businesses are expanding and new ones are

being formed, in a county of more than 550,000 residents.

“We have a large footprint in Brevard, from south of Palm Bay to

beyond NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in the north part of the

county,” said Carolyn Bermudez, the vice president of operations for

South Florida–based Florida City Gas.

“Brevard is growing again. Privatization of the space program is

driving a lot of that growth, coupled with the growth that defense

contractors are experiencing as well as other businesses in the

region. We are starting to see more people and more businesses

come into the Brevard market, which we are excited about.”

In 1965, her company made its first expansion and tapped the

Brevard market for new growth. It brought natural gas to the

county to support development of the space program.

Another growing market for Florida City Gas is Port St. Lucie.

“And our newest territories are Sebastian and Fellsmere (in

neighboring Indian River County). We started serving those

communities one or two years ago. We have really good partner-

ships with those cities. There was no natural gas service in those

communities and they wanted it for economic development. So we

worked with them and extended our system to Sebastian and

Fellsmere,” said Bermudez.

Florida City Gas poised
to grow as businesses,
homeowners see savings

Carolyn Bermudez is vice president of operations for Florida City Gas, which is seeing growth in Brevard and surrounding
counties. The natural gas distributor caters to homes and businesses. Abundant supply has driven down the cost of natural
gas, making it an attractive choice for homeowners and businesses. A graduate of South Carolina State University, Bermudez
started her career with the company 28 years ago out of college. She has risen to hold one of the top positions with South
Florida–based Florida City Gas. Bermudez is at the company’s Brevard Service Center in Rockledge, where it recently built
a compressed natural gas station to fuel its service vehicles.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth



SEPTEMBER 26, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising InformationBREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 2

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

Parrish Medical

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationSEPTEMBER 26, 2016

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 3

Retina and Vision Center/Dr. Paul and Scottie Winslow.

Club Esteem, a nonprofit entity, is an after–school

and summer program whose mission is to inspire youth

from economically disadvantaged communities to

“embrace the highest standards of academic and

personal excellence,” instilling in each child a desire to

learn, to serve and to accept challenges. Club Esteem

“challenges students to dream, hope, and believe they

can reach their full potential and accomplish their goals

with determination, tenacity, fortitude, and hard work,

no matter what circumstances they face.”

In keeping with the organization’s core belief that the

best pathway out of poverty is through academic and

personal excellence, Club Esteem students in grades one

through 12 receive individualized tutoring, homework

help, SAT/ACT test prep, and a variety of enrichment

activities, including dance, art, drama, music, STEM

programs and more from a small staff.

More than 60 volunteers assist Club Esteem, which

has formed partnerships with many companies and

community organizations in the area.

High school students with a 3.0–plus grade–point

average can become teen tutors for the younger children.

Club Esteem serves more than 180 students a year at

the Club Esteem Youth and Family Center in the

Lipscomb Park community of Melbourne, as well as

several satellite locations.

Club Esteem has seen “remarkable success” with the

students they serve:

l 100 percent of Club Esteem seniors have graduated

from high school.

l 95 percent of its graduates have gone on to college,

with the remaining students earning technical degrees

or going into the military.

l Two Club Esteem students have earned prestigious

Gates Millennial Scholarships.

In addition, during the 2015–2016 school year:

l 100 percent of its seniors received scholarships and

are attending college this fall.

l 84 percent of Club Esteem students made the

honor roll.

l 96 percent of its high–school students had a 3.0

grade–point average, or higher.

Club Esteem offers community members many

opportunities to make “a real difference in the lives of

economically disadvantaged children and teens by

volunteering as a tutor,” presenting special topic

workshops to the students, serving on the board of

directors, serving on the Rock the Casbah event

committee, attending and sponsoring Rock the Casbah

and more.

For additional information about these opportunities

and Club Esteem’s history of success in breaking the

cycle of poverty, visit www.ClubEsteem.com.

Club Esteem to host its annual fund–raiser ‘Rock the Casbah’ Oct. 1 in downtown Melbourne
Club Esteem’s annual fund–raising event “Rock the

Casbah” will take place Oct. 1 at Matt’s Casbah in

downtown Melbourne.

“Our community is incredibly supportive of Club

Esteem’s mission to help economically disadvantaged

children and teens break the cycle of poverty and

develop into happy, healthy, productive adults,” said

Kim Deffebach, the event’s host. “Thanks to the

generous support of Club Esteem supporters, Rock the

Casbah is expected to raise more than $130,000 for Club

Esteem programs.”

The event will include a cocktail hour, a seated

dinner, open bar, live music by Blue Stone Circle from

Orlando’s Universal City Walk, dancing, themed

experiences, and silent and live auctions.

The live auction will feature unique packages

including a Farm–to–Table Chef’s Dinner for 10 people

at the Triple C farm, donated by Dr. Terry and Ava

Cronin and Chef Matt Nugnes of Matt’s Casbah; a Deep

Sea Fishing Trip, donated and hosted by area dentist

and avid fisherman Dr. Roger Montz; and an Indian

River Yacht Party for 18 people with hostess Connie

Arias, star of the hit Bravo TV reality series “Below

Deck,” on three motor yachts owned by Becky and Allen

Dukes, Jeff and Gail Stalnaker, and James Chell and

Kathy Chell–McClure.

Tickets for Rock the Casbah are $150 each and can

be purchased at clubesteem.org.

The event has currently raised $115,000 through

sponsorships and matching funds.

Top–level sponsors include: Bud and Kim Deffebach,

Matt Nugnes, Ben and Pam Jefferies, Don and

Catherine McGee, Scott and Monica Mikuen, Bill and

Lisa Troner, John and Catherine Vecchio, Don and Julie

Herndon of Classic Wood Flooring, David Cohen of The

Cohen Group at Morgan Stanley, Al and Becky Dukes,

Ed and Jeanne André of Frogbones Family Shooting

Center, Dr. Joseph Slattery of Injury Care Clinic, Miller

and Hurt Financial Group, The Orthopedic Center/Dr.

Gonzalo Valdivia and Angela Di Lollo, Premier Sports

Medicine/Dr. Steve and Millie Badolato, and Winslow

Aladdin Society’s ‘Art for the Arts’ fund–raiser set for Space Coast Association of Realtors
The Aladdin Society, the volunteer fund–raising organization of The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse, will host “Art

for the Arts” from 7 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 1, at the Space Coast Association of Realtors on Merritt Island. The

address is 105 McLeod St.

The program will feature both live and silent auctions. On the night of the event, attendees will browse displays of

“beautiful” works of art, including paintings, sculptures, memorabilia and jewelry from well–known artists in Brevard

County and throughout the United States, while enjoying champagne, wine, hor d’oeuvres and live music.

Auction donations are now being accepted for the event.

Tickets to Art for the Arts are $30 per person. Those wishing to make donations or to purchase tickets, may contact

Jackie Griffin at 613–5907 or send an e–mail message to Art4arts@LivingFlr.com.

Ticket–holders will be entered into a drawing for a one–week Grand Cayman Island getaway, which includes

airfare. The getaway wil include reservations for a two–bedroom, two–bathroom complex on the beach.
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We Finance Dreams

Community Bank of the South understands the lending needs of
Brevard County consumers, small businesses and homeowners.

We offer banking services and loans for every dream.

Commercial and SBA 504 Loans
Operating Lines of Credit and Business Debit Cards

Business Checking and Merchant Services
1st and 2nd Mortgages and Auto Loans

CBOSDirect.com

We finance

new office

buildings



SEPTEMBER 26, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BBN
Brevard

Business

News

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 4

4300 Fortune Place, Suite D
West Melbourne, FL  32904

(321) 951–7777
fax (321) 951–4444

BrevardBusinessNews.com

PUBLISHER
Adrienne B. Roth

EDITOR
Ken Datzman

SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
Bill Roth

Brevard Business News is published every Monday by
Brevard Business News Inc.  Bulk Rate postage is paid at
Melbourne, FL and Cocoa, FL.  This publication serves
business executives in Brevard County.  It reports on
news, trends and ideas of interest to industry, trade,
agribusiness, finance, health care, high technology,
education and commerce.

Letters to the Editor must include the writer’s signature
and printed or typed name, full address and telephone
number.  Brevard Business News reserves the right to edit
all letters.  Send your letters to: Editor, Brevard Business
News, 4300 Fortune Place, Suite D, West Melbourne, FL,
32904, or email BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net.

Subscription Rates for home or office mail delivery are
$26.00 for one year (52 issues).  Send all address
changes to: Circulation Department, Brevard Business
News, 4300 Fortune Place, Suite D, West Melbourne, FL,
32904, or email BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net.

Dr. Carolyn A. Massiah
UCF Forum columnist

Hurricane season is beginning to hit its peak activity.

Multiple storms have been brewing in the Atlantic the

past couple weeks.

Seasoned Floridians know that we should always be

worried about the trees in our yards during hurricane

season. However, we do not have to worry about the

palm trees as much as we do about the oaks. The palm

tree may take a beating but it will likely survive the

storm.

We should all strive to be the “Palm in the Storm.”

Throughout life, we will all face some version of a

storm. The storm could come to you as relationship or

family issues. The storm could present itself as problems

at work. The storm could also blow into your life as

health or financial concerns.

No matter the presentation of the storm, we will all

have storms just as certain as Florida will have hurri-

canes at some point. It is not a matter of if the storm will

occur but when it occurs, and if we will survive without

too much damage. We will indeed survive if we strive to

be the Palm in the Storm.

Would it surprise you to know that there are some

palms, the sabal in particular, that can withstand winds

up to 145 miles per hour? Also, the massive trunks of

those oak trees in your yard may be able to support the

abundant weight of branches but they are very limited

in flexibility compared to the stems of the palm tree.

As such, palm trees are able to bend 40 or 50 degrees

without snapping. So, when the strongest of winds from

the most brutal of storms are beating down, it is the

palm tree that will bend in the storm but not snap. It is

the palm tree that will, after the winds and rains have

passed, be able to stand back up and continue to exist.

We should all strive to be the Palm in the Storm.

Researchers have conducted a great deal of study on

how and why trees survive storms. I think when we

examine some of their findings, we will find guidance in

weathering our own storms.

Let us take a look at the Do’s and Don’ts of how we

can be the Palm in the Storm.

Do not be a lone palm: In 2004 hurricanes Ivan and

Jeanne, research showed that trees growing in groups

survived the winds better than individual trees. Your

chances of surviving the storms in your own life will also

be much lower if you attempt to be a lone palm. So, it is

our job to grow and develop rewarding relationships

such that when the storm comes, we will not be alone in

our battles.

Do befriend palms different from you: Research

shows that when a variety of species, ages and layers of

trees and shrubs have been planted in a community, the

trees will be more likely to survive hurricanes. We also

need to be willing and eager to populate our lives with a

rich diversity of others. That diversity will provide you

with a patchwork quilt of people to stand by and over

you as storms bear down on you.

Do remove hazardous palms from your life: Research

demonstrates that removing hazardous tree species that

are endangering lives and property, and that have low

wind resistance increase the remaining trees’ survival

odds. Stop right now and ask yourself who or what

might be the dangerous tree in your life. Perhaps it is a

person who has not matured with you and is more a

thorn bush than a strong vibrant palm tree you would be

able to count on in the storm. Perhaps it is a habit that

you have (or don’t have) that you know will make you

vulnerable to the storm on the horizon. Now is the time

to remove those hazardous trees from your life…before

the next storm. Remove them now and increase your

chances of surviving the storm later.

Do not mistake wear and tear of palms for defeat:

Research shows us that the greater the wind speed of a

storm, the more likely trees will lose some or all of their

leaves. However, leaf loss does not mean the tree is

dead. The same is true of us. Every storm in our life will

batter us and perhaps leave us bruised in some way.

However, never mistake the wear and tear that you

have suffered during a storm as defeat. Instead, see that

bruise of the storm as proof that you fought the battle,

bent down as far as you could during the storm, and you

survived!

Aim to be the flexible but resilient palm in all storms

of life. Living in Florida, we must be aware and prepared

because storms will come at some point.

When you are not in storm season, prepare by

surrounding yourselves with a diverse group of other

strong palms. Remove those palms and other trees that

will not be helpful but rather harmful to you during the

storm. When the storm comes, do not try to survive your

battle alone. Rely upon and lean on the diverse group of

palms in your life.

The storm may bend you down and you may feel as

though you will surely snap, but know that you will not.

The storm will end and you will survive.

Be the Palm in the Storm!

We all should strive to be the ‘Palm in the Storm’ throughout our lives

EGAD Main Street to hold its annual election of officers at Oct. 4 meeting
Eau Gallie Arts District Main Street Inc., a nonprofit organization, holds an annual election for its board of director s

every October. The members serve three–year terms, so some will continue serving their term, while others will be

elected to open seats created by three board members whose terms expire Sept. 30.

EGAD first conducts a “vetting period” and then presents a slate of candidates to vote on. The slate of candidates

will be presented at a meeting set for 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 4 at Florida Tech’s Foosaner Art Museum in Eau Gallie. The

meeting is open to the public.

Members in good standing may vote. The current candidates are: Andrew Roman, Teresa Beard, Brian Stephens,

George Alexander, Tina Murray, Tom Richards and Gwyneth Shick. Anyone who wishes to run for office may come to

the Oct. 4 meeting and submit their name for the slate to be voted on.

The 2015–2016 board members are: Derek Gores (president), Derek Gores Gallery; Steve Lum (vice president) ,

Slug–a–Bug; Heather Tau (secretary), Rehab Vintage Market; Allison Soltesz (treasurer), community volunteer;

Adam Warner, Pineapple Farms (design chairman); Rob Salonen, Florida Tech (ERC chairman); Vonnie Hoyman,

community volunteer; Mitch Varnes, Smooth Running (promotions chairman) Carl Kaiserman (retired architect);

Alexis Johnsten (Eau Gallie Florist); Eric McKinley (Cross Fit Rise Above); Barbara Rumpel (Victoria Landing );

Kyle Smyth (Intracoastal Brewing Co.); and Jacie Stivers.

Dr. Carolyn A. Massiah is an associate
lecturer in the UCF College of Business
Administration. She can be reached at
Carolyn.Massiah@UCF.edu.
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NEWS RELEASENEWS RELEASE
Date: August 28, 2015             Released By: Major Tod Goodyear    NR # 15-78 

SHERIFF WAYNE IVEY

BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
SSSHE

B 
 
 
 
 

700 S. Park Avenue, Titusville, Florida 32780 321-264-5201 www.BrevardSheriff.com

 

TITUSVILLE WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE 
REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE 

Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42-year-old Dana Delaney 
Loyd of Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking.  The arrest was 
based upon an Arrest Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by 
the Court. Loyd was transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500 
bond. 
 

The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April 
29, 2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect. The defendant 
falsely identified herself as a substitute teacher who had heard the alleged victim make statements 
that her father, had a sexual relationship with her and referred the operator to the online 
publication, Brevard’s Best News.com for additional details. The investigation revealed that the 
defendant had never met nor spoken with the alleged victim and was providing information that 
was contained in a police report of a previously unfounded allegation reported in 2010 in North 
Carolina. 
 
The investigation uncovered that the defendant contacted a local sports club where the father of 
the victim was a volunteer and advised them that he was molesting a child.  The father was 
suspended from his position until an internal investigation was completed.  The defendant also 
contacted a prospective employer of the father in another state and advised them they should go 
to her blog to read about his inappropriate relationship with his daughter and that he should not 
hire him.  The defendant also engaged in a course of conduct of contacting persons known to the 
father, referring them to the articles contained on her blog. 
  
Anyone with information about this Investigation is asked to please call Brevard County Sheriff’s 
Office SVU Agent Robert Fischer at 321-633-8419, or CRIMELINE at 1-800-423-TIPS (8477), you 
can also visit http://crimeline.org/, or text ‘crimeline’ plus your tip to CRIME (274637).  All 
information to CRIMELINE is confidential and you may be eligible for a reward. 
  
For additional information concerning this News Release, please call Major Tod Goodyear 
through the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center at 321-633-7162. 

 
XXX 

April 
29, 2015, 

April 29, 2015
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Eau Gallie Pointe

West Eau Gallie Boulevard near I-95  �  Melbourne

Contact

mike.renfro@matthewdev.com

321-428-4423

Eau Gallie Point Highlights

Commercial Parcels in New High Traffic Business Park

19+ acre 11 Lot Commercial Development
C-1 General Retail and Office Zoning

M-1 Light Industrial Zoning also Available
30,000+ daily traffic count

All utilities are to the parcels
Full Median Cut-Access Points

-

For Sale or Ground Lease!

Matthew Realty, LLC

Mike Renfro, Broker
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Industry veteran Cara Philpot joins FBB
as commercial lender in Brevard County

Florida Business Bank in Melbourne has announced

the addition of Cara Philpot to its staff of commercial

lending specialists. She comes to Florida Business Bank

with more than 30 years’ experience in commercial and

small–business lending.

Philpot, a vice president, will be providing additional

expertise to Florida Business Bank’s clients and prospects,

with an emphasis on delivering “superior customer

service.” The addition of Philpot to the FBB team will

enhance the institution’s ongoing efforts to position itself

for continued growth in the Central Florida marketplace,

said William Norris, Florida Business Bank’s president

and chief executive officer.

“Cara brings a wealth of customer interaction, relation-

ship management, and lending experience to Florida

Business Bank,” he said. “Her track record of lending,

customer service, and comprehensive financial analysis

will be instrumental to the continued success of FBB.”

Before joining Florida Business Bank, Philpot worked

as a commercial loan officer. Most recently, she served as

vice president, senior market manager, for Seacoast Bank,

where she steadily built their client portfolio and provided

financial guidance to her customers.

Philpot holds an accounting technician degree from

Morris Business College and is a Florida School of Banking

Honor graduate. “I am tremendously excited to join Florida

Business Bank and I look forward to deepening our client

relationships in Brevard County,” she said.

Florida Business Bank offers a complete line of

personal and business–banking services, including

remote–check deposit, business and investment sweep

accounts, working capital lines of credit, equipment

financing and real estate and construction financing.

Founded in 2000, Florida Business Bank strives to

provide “best–in–class customer service to small busi-

nesses located throughout Central Florida.”

For more information on its services, visit

www.FloridaBusinessBank.com.

Penny Musco to make a presentation
on National Parks at Palm Bay Library

Did you know that the only place in the world to find

alligators and crocodiles together is in a national park?

Learn which national park owns that claim to fame and

more at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 12, at the Palm Bay

Library, 1520 Port Malabar Blvd, NE.

Penny Musco, author of “Life Lessons from the National

Parks: Meeting God in America’s Most Glorious Places,”

will share intriguing facts about all the national parks and

their rich and often perilous histories. Copies of Musco’s

book, published in April, will be available for purchase.

The National Park Service is celebrating its 100th

anniversary. Musco asks, “How well do you know your

national parks? What about the ones right in Florida?” Her

presentation, titled “Fascinating Stories from our National

Parks,” will include “uncommon tales” and “rare photos.”

The program is free of charge and open to the public.

Funding for this program was provided by the Friends of

the Palm Bay Libraries.
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Excellence Through Commitment

WELSH CONSTRUCTION - a proven leader
in commercial construction & development

3972 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. Suite A.  l    Melbourne
321.757.7383   l   www.welshci.com

Design/Build   l   Construction Management   l   Bid Build
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Attorney Nicholas Bykowsky joins Volk Law,
brings in–depth experience in business law

The Volk Law Offices in Melbourne recently welcomed

attorney Nicholas Bykowsky to the firm. He’s based at the

office located at 1901 S. Harbor City Blvd.

Bykowsky has more than 30 years’ experience in

litigation and business law, including 15 years’ experience

in state and local tax “controversies.”

His experience includes working for the Florida

Department of Revenue, which oversees general tax

administration and enforcement for the state, and

working for the Florida Attorney General, the state’s chief

law officer. The agency deals with a broad spectrum of

matters including consumer protection.

Businesses are often unaware of the governmental

legal requirements they must comply with and often find

out after a problem arises through state–agency enforce-

ment actions or threatened actions, said Bykowsky. Those

actions can carry “immense consequences,” including, in

some cases, criminal liability.

“Naturally, if you have worked for the state of Florida

business–enforcement agencies, you are particularly well

situated to help businesses in dealing with such agencies.”

Bykowsky has also worked as a Certified Public Accoun-

tant.

Volk Law represents businesses. The Volk Law

attorneys “understanding tax returns, balance sheets, and

profit–and–loss statements.”

They help clients with a broad spectrum of litigation

services and non–litigation assistance. This includes

commercial litigation, business formations and opera-

tions, construction, contracts, debt collection/creditor

rights, defamation, employer rights, landlord rights, sale

and purchase of businesses and real estate, foreclosure,

fraud, governmental disputes, health care, injunctions,

land use, mediation and arbitration, replevin, and

trademark and service mark work.

More information on Volk Law Offices, P.A. can be

found at VolkLawOffices.com.

Art and Soul Studio in Satellite Beach
welcomes Maggie Steciuk to the group

The Art and Soul Studio has welcomed artist Maggie

Steciuk. She joins fellow artists and craftswomen Karen

McDonald and Linda Geiger in their “creative haven” at

664 S. Patrick St. in Satellite Beach (in the Sky Advertis-

ing Plaza, one block north of Beef O’Brady’s).

McDonald established the Art and Soul Studio about

10 years ago. She moved to the new address two years

ago. McDonald is the studio’s owner. The studio offers a

“fun and exciting environment for learning and enjoying

fine art, crafts, and fabric arts.”

Steciuk’s speciality includes painting landscapes. She

uses pastels and oils to describe “the beach, live models,

and other natural scenes.” Her passion is painting en

plein air, following the tradition of American and French

Impressionists.

The Art and Soul Studio will host a reception for

Steciuk from 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 24. For more

information on her work, contact Steciuk at 704–5964 or

send an e–mail message to Maggie@Cusack.biz.
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Commercial construction market gives lift to interior design firms, architects, and
other closely aligned businesses; AC Design Concepts grows with flurry of projects
By Ken Datzman

Steady growth in the commercial construction industry,

which contributes significantly to local economies and the

nation’s gross domestic product, is uplifting an array of

businesses closely aligned with the building sector.

The benefactors include interior design shops and

architectural firms, which are springing back from the

deep recession of 2008 and now see a clear path to new

growth.

Across Brevard County, a wide range of new facilities

are going up while others are being renovated. These

include new office buildings, retail strip centers, educa-

tional facilities, high–tech structures, day–care centers,

entertainment and recreational facilities, and convenience

stores.

There have been more convenience stores built in

Brevard County in the last two years than perhaps in the

previous 15 years, or even longer.

But the real sign of anticipated growth in markets is

when new office buildings are constructed.

And the first new “Class A” office facility to be built in

Brevard in many years is nearing completion at the

intersection of U.S. 1 and Suntree Boulevard. The multi–

story Riverview Tower at Suntree is being built by Tricon

Development of Brevard Inc. This particular investment is

an example of the long–term growth that developers and

businesspeople are experiencing in the county.

“Brevard County is seeing a huge lift from the commer-

cial construction industry, pretty much across all of the

different segments. More developers and more investors

are looking at Brevard for projects. The commercial market

is faring well, and my field is excited to see that growth,”

said longtime area interior designer and businesswoman

Adrienne Chandler, who operates AC Design Concepts

LLC in Melbourne.

Interior designers like Chandler make interior spaces

functional, safe, and appealing by determining space

requirements and selecting decorative items such as colors,

lighting, and materials. They read blueprints and must be

aware of building codes, inspections and regulations, as

well as universal accessibility standards.

Chandler’s growing firm, which specializes in the

commercial interior design segment of the industry, works

closely with architects, engineers, and general contractors

on projects.

She has forged business relationships with area firms

DNA Architects, Certified General Contractors, Lowman

Brothers Construction, RUSH Construction, Welsh

Construction and other industry partners. “We have built a

lot of great relationships over the years with industry

professionals,” said Chandler, who has more than 20 years’

experience in her specialty.

After working as an interior designer in Orlando and in

Brevard County for other firms that catered to the

commercial market, Chandler decided to start her own

interior design business. About five years ago she formed

AC Design Concepts, which has grown steadily since its

launch.

“I feel very fortunate since going out on my own. We’ve

kept busy with a wide range of projects, not only in

Brevard County but also in markets outside of the Space

Coast. For example, we are doing some installations and

finishes for a number of spaces at the Tampa International

Airport. And we are finishing a doctor’s office in Tampa as

well.”

The AC Design Concepts team includes veteran interior

designer Vicki Myers, who works out of the Orlando

market. Years ago, the two worked together at a commer-

cial interior design firm in Brevard County.

“Vicki has clients in different locations, mainly in

Central Florida, and is really doing great things for

AC Design Concepts,” said Chandler. “She is the reason we

are working at Tampa International Airport. That work is

being done at night. The airport market is interesting. It’s

a good market for us. Right now all commercial segments

are picking up and we’re seeing it in new construction

projects.”

AC Design Concepts is part of the project team that’s

working on the new Coral Reef Academy on Nasa Boule-

vard in Melbourne, which is being built next to the Social

Security Administration building.

Coral Reef Academy is a childcare and preschool

learning center. It has a facility on Stack Boulevard in

Melbourne and is now expanding with its second

Interior designer Adrienne Chandler, who has more than 20 years’ experience in her field, started AC Design Concepts LLC about five
years ago. Her business specializes in the commercial design market, which has experienced steady growth throughout Brevard County.
Over the years, her firm has worked on all types of projects, including one for the Euphoria Day Spa & Salon on North Wickham Road
in Melbourne. The spa is owned by businesswoman Cindy Le.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Brevard Family Partnership’s ‘Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle’ benefit set for
Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place — 1950s–themed event; sponsor opportunities
By Ken Datzman

The 1950s was one of the greatest decades in America.

Many even think it was the best modern–day decade in

which to live, a much simpler time, for sure.

Style prevailed during that decade. People dressed up.

But fashion also meant blue jeans and a leather jacket, as

Marlon Brando wore in the 1955 movie “Rebel Without a

Cause.”

The 1950s music was doo–wop, swing, rockabilly, and

rock–and–roll gained a growing fan base. The Martini was

among the most popular cocktails then.

Construction of the interstate highway system began in

the 1950s, which later transformed travel across the

nation. In general, America in the 1950s was on top of the

world.

At the beginning of that decade, a gallon of gasoline was

18 cents. At the end of the decade it had jumped to 25

cents. The average cost of a new car in 1950 was $1,510

and by 1959 it was $2,200.

The 1950s is generally viewed as a prosperous decade

for families, with an attitude of optimism and hope

prevailing.

“The 1950s was a tremendous decade in America and

we are going to relive some of the exciting things that

helped define that era. We’ve themed our entire fund–

raiser around the ‘Fabulous 1950s.’ It’s going to be an

interesting night of fun,” said Enie Windle, the co–

chairwoman for the second annual “Decades in Revue Lip

Sync Battle” put on by Brevard Family Partnership.

“The performers who will be participating in the event

will be doing numbers inspired by, or from, the 1950s. All

of the food and drinks served that evening will be 1950s–

themed. The drinks will include cherry–cola inspired

cocktails. We will be serving the traditional 1950s

apple–pie a la mode for dessert. The decorations and

décor will also have a 1950s flare. And we’re asking all of

the attendees to come wearing 1950s–style attire,” Windle

added.

Guests are encouraged to come dressed in their favorite

fashion or as their favorite “icon” from the 1950s for a

chance to win “best dressed” in the look–alike contest.

Windle is co–chairing the event with community

volunteer Deborah Buza. Buza is with the Brevard

Regional Hyperbaric Center and the Southern

AeroMedical Institute, both in Melbourne.

The Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle will be held from

6 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29, at the Hilton Melbourne

Rialto Place.

On that evening, some of the “biggest stars,” commu-

nity–minded businesspeople, executives, managers, and

others, will take to the stage to lip sync and perform a song

inspired by this year’s theme, the “Fabulous 1950s.”

“The people who attended this event last year just loved

it,” said PNC Bank’s Malak Hammad, who is a Decades in

Revue Lip Sync Battle committee member and a celebrity

judge for the 2016 event.

“There was so much buzz about the program last year.

It was a different type of fund–raising event for the area

and the community really rallied around it. The audience

was glued to what was happening on stage with the

performers. It was just amazing. They paid attention to

every act.”

Hammad, who manages PNC’s Suntree–Viera office,

was the event’s master of ceremony last year.

She said the program’s ending “topped everything. I

have never experienced an ending to a fund–raiser in the

community like the one at last year’s Decades in Revue Lip

Sync Battle. Normally, at the close of a fund–raiser there is

Brevard Family Partnership’s second Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle will showcase a 1950s theme on Oct. 29 at the Hilton Melbourne
Rialto Place. Everything from the food to the drinks to the décor will feature components of the 1950s. The on–stage participants, local
businesspeople, will gather community ‘votes’ before their performance in the form of donations. Enie Windle, right, is co–chairing the
event with Deborah Buza. Malak Hammad, left, is a committee member and celebrity judge. Tickets are $125 each. Sponsorships start
at $500. Windle and Hammad are at Brevard Family Partnership in Melbourne.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

some mingling and people quietly leave the facility, and

they are thanked for their contribution.”

Hammad continued, “But Decades in Revue definitely

involved the audience at the end. They got up on stage and

danced, led by Ayonna Andrews, our choreographer. We

had a huge dance party. They did not want to leave. It was

like a rock concert. It was fascinating to see. Eventually,

we had to turn off the lights, because people weren’t

leaving. That’s a sign of a good party.”

And it was for a great cause, said Hammad. “If you
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Giuliani a keynote speaker for cybersecurity event in Miami,
experts to address best practices and preventative measures

MIAMI — FIBA, an international center for financial excellence, will host its 31st

annual Financial Security Conference on Oct. 3–4 in Miami.

In partnership with FELABAN (Federación Latinoamericana de Bancos), the leading

financial security conference will attract more than 600 industry leaders from 45 coun-

tries. They will exchange knowledge through targeted panel discussions and breakout

sessions. There will be live simulations and continuing–education credits offered to

attendees.

The industry’s most senior security professionals will educate participants on emerging

threats and best practices to proactively defend against increasingly sophisticated

adversaries.

“The staggering increase in information security breaches today is consequently

putting our economy at risk of permanent damage,” said David Schwartz, FIBA’s chief

executive officer.

“It’s no longer enough for organizations to solely rely on the traditional defensive

approach. Instead, companies need to strategize offensively, getting out in front of this

rising problem, strengthening their cybersecurity posture.”

Former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani will join this year’s conference as a

keynote speaker. He serves as the global chairman of Greenberg Traurig Cybersecurity,

Privacy and Crisis Management Practice and is the founder of security consulting

company Giuliani Partners LLC.

Giuliani brings decades of experience and expert knowledge of the cybersecurity

industry to this year’s event. During the general session on Monday, Oct. 3, he will kick off

discussions around why the financial–services industry has become one of the preferred

targets of cybercrime. Specifically, he will focus on the preventative measures that can be

taken to control access to systems, protect data on those systems, and educate employees

on sound cybersecurity practices.

In addition to Giuliani — as well as representatives from leading Fortune 500 compa-

nies like Visa Inc., Barclays, Bank of America, IBM and Microsoft — the following

industry professionals will be in attendance, providing insights on a variety of topics:

l David Stelzl, a speaker, author and coach. Stelzl will talk about his latest book,

“Digital Money, The Executive’s Guide to Stopping the Greatest Transfer of Wealth in

History — Your Data,” sharing the most common mistakes made by companies in regards

to data security.

l Andrés Gil, a partner, Cyber Risk Services, Enterprise Risk Services, Deloitte & Co.

S.A. He will explore how digitization is reshaping the concept of security and privacy in

the 24/7 connected world in which we live.

l Sergio Piñon, senior vice president and director of security for Ocean Bank. Pinon

will discuss the vulnerabilities of mobile phones, highlighting the role they play in bank’s

transactional channels; detection and containment of threats and tools and processes to

mitigate the risk.

Boasting strong partnerships with regulators, policy–makers and members from more

than 18 countries, FIBA’s Financial Security Conference is the leading event of its kind

working to enhance information–sharing and collaboration across banking and non–

banking institutions for the common goal of combating cybercrime.

To learn more about this year’s event, visit www.felabancelaes.com.

Area firm Lightle Beckner Robison announce sale of office building
Rob Beckner of area firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc. recently sold for a client a

freestanding 10,186–square–foot office building in the Suntree–Viera area. Situated on

the corner of a signalized intersection at Suntree Boulevard and Wickham Road in

Melbourne, this asset “captures the attention of a high–volume traffic flow from multiple

directions.”

“Cultivating a relationship by first acquiring this asset for the owner, Team LBR has

completed the circle with the successful sale of the building for the same owner,” said

Brian Lightle, company president

He added, “Rob’s extensive market knowledge, coupled with his perseverance to

achieve his client’s desired outcome, demonstrates that the goal at Team LBR is to meet

or exceed our clients expectations.”

The company serves Brevard County and the entire states of Florida and Georgia. For

additional information on the firm, visit www.TeamLBR.com.
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UF/IFAS earned record $140 million for
research in 2015–2016; up 11 percent

By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications

GAINESVILLE — The University of Florida Institute

of Food and Agricultural Sciences tackled many issues,

including battling citrus greening, developing improved

turfgrass and crops as well as combating agricultural

pests with a record $140 million in the 2015–2016 fiscal

year, an 11 percent increase over the previous year.

UF/IFAS received $125.8 million for research in

2014–2015.

The $140 million is part of $724 million in research

funding received by UF. The funding came from federal

agencies, foundations, state agencies, local and regional

government, companies and other sources.

Of the research money, UF/IFAS received about

$24 million in external funds for citrus research. Also,

major U.S. Department of Agriculture grants to UF/IFAS

included $4.4 million to develop improved turfgrass;

$3.4 million to try to stem the impact of laurel wilt on

avocados and $3.4 million to combat a bacterial disease

damaging tomatoes.

“Our researchers understand the responsibility and

opportunity that comes with increased funding,” said

UF/IFAS Dean for Research Jackie Burns. “Every dollar

our programs receive is multiplied in research and

development that makes positive economic impacts

throughout Florida and the world.”

Funding increases reflect the regional, national and

international reputation of UF/IFAS’ outstanding faculty,

Burns said.

Jack Payne, senior vice president for agriculture and

natural resources who oversees UF/IFAS, also expressed

his pleasure with the research funding.

“A record year for research awards to UF/IFAS is

important in two ways. It means we can accelerate our

search for solutions to the challenges faced by farmers,

families and all Floridians,” Payne said. “The awards also

signal that the USDA and other funding agencies

recognize the quality of our science and the impact our

faculty make by improving people’s lives.”

The UF College of Veterinary Medicine, which is part

of UF/IFAS, also received money from Maddie’s Fund, a

pet rescue foundation, which awarded nearly $4.2 million

to continue to grow the college’s shelter medicine program.

The foundation has provided $11 million in support to

UF’s program since it was founded in 2008.

Satellite Beach Library to host annual sale Oct. 8
The Satellite Beach Public Library will host its

10th annual Garage Sale, Bake Sale and Plant Sale from

7 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8. The library’s

address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. The event is being put on by

the Friends of the Library. Garage–sale donations can be

brought to the library until Oct. 7 during regular hours.

Baked good should be pre–packaged in small quantities.

No large furniture or electronics will be accepted. Volun-

teers are needed to help out during the event. If you are

interested in volunteering, call Marie at 773–0685.
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AC Design Concepts
Continued from page 10

preschool. Coral Reef Academy holds the National Early

Childhood Program accreditation.

Chandler was involved in Coral Reef Academy’s first

building project several years ago, working with veteran

architect Dave Nagrodsky. “The newest Coral Reef

Academy will feature eight classrooms, a multipurpose

room, a playground, and other spaces,” she said. “The

general contractor is Welsh Construction, a longtime area

company. It’s going to be a really nice facility. I think

families will love it.”

AC Design Concepts is also doing the new office of

Certified Financial Planner Leasha Flammio–Watson, of

the Flammio Financial Group of Amerprise.

Currently located on Murrell Road in Melbourne, the

Flammio Financial Group will be relocating to Brevard

Medical City in Suntree. The general contractor is

Lowman Brothers Construction. “I’m working with

Leasha. It’s going to be a nicely furnished office,” said

Chandler, who also was involved with the Flammio

Financial Group’s office on Murrell Road.

The business–incubation market in Brevard County

has a new entry from Groundswell Startups Inc. and

Chandler’s firm is teaming up with Certified General

Contractors on that project. “It’s a very interesting concept,

considering all the small businesses in the county and the

spin–offs that we have seen over the years in this area,”

she said.

Groundswell is a nonprofit entity founded by local

entrepreneurs and private equity investors. It’s a commu-

nity of “startup catalysts” who work with entrepreneurs to

navigate the challenges of starting and building early

stage companies.

Groundswell’s goal is to help companies grow, provide

access and introduction to funding sources, generate jobs,

and help the Space Coast startup ecosystem “realize its

vast potential as one of the world’s most concentrated

clusters of engineers and scientists.”

The founders are renovating the old skate park on

U.S. 1 near downtown Melbourne — south of New Haven

Avenue — and turning the 11,300–square–foot building

into an incubation center. “Our firm is working on the

overall space plan and the finishes,” said Chandler.

According to Jenna Buehler, the chief executive officer

and co–founder of Groundswell, “The goal is to provide

local co–working and business–incubation services for

game–changers in tech, commercial space, and various

other industries in order to establish a local startup culture

that cultivates collaborations, creativity, and success.”

After a lengthy site–selection process, Groundswell

selected the Melbourne riverfront location, in part to serve

as a major revitalization effort in a historically

underserved business zone. “It is essential to continue the

redevelopment in the South Melbourne expansion area,”

said Melbourne Mayor Kathy Meehan.

Unlike many incubators and accelerator programs, the

Groundswell project is 100 percent privately financed. The

founding team has committed more than $1 million of

financial support for the benefit of Groundswell, including

the purchase of the riverfront location by local entrepre-

neur Bud Deffebach. The founding members include

investor Mark Mohler and John Vecchio, a tech entrepre-

neur and venture capitalist.

Available membership levels include 24/7 access to

co–working facilities, dedicated office space and conference

rooms. Groundswell will offer some “floating” space for

those just starting their businesses.

The project was started in June 2015 with the support

of venture capital investment firms Mosley Ventures and

LaunchPad40. Since then, six companies have been funded

and 32 jobs created. As a result of high–value events in the

community and online–engagement campaigns,

Groundswell has connected to more than 50 high–tech

companies.

“Projects like this really set themselves apart in the

market,” said Chandler. “Certified General Contractors got

our firm involved with it. Groundswell has everything,

including flexible spaces. There are 16 offices of different

sizes that can be rented. The founders are keeping the

graffiti that’s on the walls from the old skate park days.”

Chandler said she started seeing the commercial

market rebound about two or three years ago, and “it has

stayed on track. There are so many positive things

happening in Brevard right now. Corporate expansions

and corporate growth are leading the way. I think the big

companies are helping lift some of the smaller businesses,

which is great. It’s helping everybody grow. And I think the

momentum will continue into 2017 in Florida.”
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Cocoa Beach Chamber honors area firms
with Business Champion of Year Awards

MERRITT ISLAND — The Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber of Commerce’s Business Recognition Committee

recently presented its Business Champion of the Year

Awards to five area companies at the 28th annual Awards

Ceremony at the DoubleTree by Hilton Cocoa Beach

Oceanfront.

The winners are:

l Startup Business Champion: Fit for Life Acupuncture

and Integrative Medicine.

l Small Business Champion: Zeeke & Associates Inc.

l Medium Business Champion: Community Credit

Union.

l Large Business Champion: Florida Community Bank.

l Nonprofit Business Champion: Brevard Humane

Society.

More than 200 Chamber partners, their families and

friends attended the event, whose theme was “Celebrating

Success.” Emcees of the evening were Business Recogni-

tion Committee co–chairmen Joe Janson, of Dale Sorensen

Real Estate, and Tom Vani, of Vani & Associates.

The keynote speaker was Lynda Weatherman, the

president and chief executive officer of the Economic

Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast. She

received a special honor as the Chamber’s “Champion of

Business” for her 22 years of service to economic develop-

ment in the county. All nominees for the awards were

recognized. Representatives of the banquet’s major

sponsors made presentations to the winners.

The co–chairs said, “It took a lot of hard work by several

dedicated people to not only organize the awards cer-

emony, but also to compile the nominations, evaluate the

entries and make the difficult determination as to which

companies would receive the honor of Business Champion

of the Year. In light of the outstanding organizations that

were nominated, choosing only one per category was not

easy for our judges; they were all winners.”

Sponsors of the event included: Waste Management,

Artemis/The IT Company, Florida Institute of Technology,

Eastern Florida State College, “Florida Today,” “Home-

town News,” AT&T, Community Bank of the South,

Wuesthoff Health System, REMAX Absolute Service

Team, Grimaldi Candy Co., Hilton Cocoa Beach Ocean-

front, Progressive Document Destruction and Bobbi’s at

Parkside.

Cocoa, CareerSource Brevard to host job fair
The City of Cocoa’s Office of Economic Development, in

coordination with CareerSource Brevard, will host the

fourth annual Cocoa Job Fair from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on

Thursday, Oct. 20, at the Cocoa Civic Center, 430

Delannoy Ave. in Cocoa Village. This free event is open to

the community. Job–seekers are asked to bring their

resume and dress in business professional attire. Employ-

ers interested in participating should contact the Office of

Economic Development to reserve a table by Thursday,

Oct. 6. Power, Wi–Fi, tables, chairs, and tablecloths will be

provided to all participating employers at no cost. For a

complete list of employers or to register, contact the Office

of Economic Development at 433–8577 or visit

www.CocoaFL.org/JobFair.
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Event Features include:
 VIP champagne reception and autograph session, delectable dining experience,

ribbon cutting ceremony, silent auction and the opportunity to
stroll among the 32+ million dollar 260 car collection.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Olympic Gold Metalist Amanda Beard

Various ticket options availabble.

100% of all proceeds will be donated to "Making Strides Against Breast Cancer"

To purchase tickets, visit
www.americanmusclecarmuseum.com/muscle-car-events.html
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know the mission of Brevard Family Partnership, you’ll

open your heart and your wallet to help this organization

that does so much good in the community for children and

families.”

Among others, the 2016 list of Decades in Revue Lip

Sync Battle performers includes Melissa Romero of Modus

Operandi; Steve Audino of Harris Corp.; Tony and Cheree

of 107.1 WA1A; Eric and Amy Smith — Eric is the Brevard

Family Partnership board chairman and president of

Indian River Networks; and Madison Conradis of Your

Logo by Geiger, Cathy Bell of Your Logo by Geiger and

attorney Christine Conradis.

“We will even have a group of teachers from Roy Allen

Elementary School in Melbourne who will be participating

in the Lip Sync Battle,” said Melissa Breckenridge, public

relations coordinator for Brevard Family Partnership.

“We think it’s going to be an exciting evening. And

Dr. Desmond Blackburn, the superintendent of Brevard

Public Schools, is going to be one of the celebrity judges.”

Breckenridge said the committee is “excited to see what

the performers come up with, because they have a lot of

options and variety to choose from considering that the

decade of the 1950s covers a wide territory.”

Inspired by the original Jimmy Fallon “Lip Sync

Battle,” this event will raise funds to help Brevard’s most

vulnerable children.

Brevard Family Partnership and its community

partners provide child–abuse prevention, foster care and

support, adoption, independent living, and outreach

services to children and families throughout the county.

The Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle participants will

gather community “votes” before their performance in the

form of donations. Each $1 raised will equate to one vote

for the performer of your choice.

At the end of the night, the performers will be “judged”

by an “expert panel” and given scores based 50 percent on

their performance and 50 percent on the money they

raised. The voting takes place at www.BrevardFP.org.

Event tickets are $125 per person. The price includes

dinner. Tables that seat eight people are available for the

discounted price of $800. Event sponsorships range from

$500 to $10,000. Individual tickets and sponsorships can

be purchased at www.BrevardFP.org.

“We were at capacity last year for the inaugural

Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle,” said Breckenridge.

“More than 200 people supported the event. Brevard

Family Partnership was very pleased with the outcome.

We raised roughly $50,000. It was our first–ever fund–

raiser.

The event marked Brevard Family Partnership’s 10th

anniversary as an organization.

“We wanted to do something that was new in fund–

raising circles in Brevard, and was fun for the attendees,”

said Breckenridge. “The event also helps get our name out

in the community and lets more people know about our

mission and the work we do.”

By sponsoring the Decades in Revue Lip Sync Battle,

you will not only be supporting your favorite performer in

their quest to become the “champion at the event,” you will

also be providing support for 60 children who will be

adopted into their “forever families” this year.

The funds will also go toward supporting 400 children

in Brevard Family Partnership’s Foster Care program and

helping the organization’s other programs and services.

“We are hoping to raise around $60,000 for the second

annual Decades in Revue Lip Snyc Battle,” said

Breckenridge. “The money will help support our programs

and services in the community, which in turn help children

and families in Brevard County.”

Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood to perform Oct. 13 at King Center
Stars Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood of “Whose Line is it Anyway?” will present their live improv show “The

Scared Scriptless Tour” at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13, at the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in

Melbourne. Tickets may be purchased online at KingCenter.com or by phone at 242–2219. They are also sold at the King

Center box office. Tickets are $51.75, $61.75 and $71.75. The two witty performers are known by TV audiences for their

work on Whose Line is it Anyway? They improvise new material every night from audience suggestions and participa-

tion. For more information on the two entertainers, visit ColinandBradShow.com.
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Spend smarter. Save smarter. 
Our online tools make it easy.

regions.com

© 2016 Regions Bank.

Specializing in Residential Real Estate
Across the Space Coast since 1983

Over 39 Million SOLD in 2015

RE/MAX Alternative Realty, Inc.
www.kevinhill.com

Kevin R. Hill - Realtor
321-308-2270

Everything

I touch turns to SOLD!

Turn your Yard Sign into
a SOLD SIGN.

Call me TODAY!

7TH A N N UA L
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While there are all types of dynamics at play, natural

gas producers forecast a vibrant, growing, and stable

market for their product years into the future. Natural gas

is not only positioned to deliver energy value to homes, but

also to fuel a renaissance in U.S. manufacturing, experts

say. And it can help provide a cleaner, less expensive

option for vehicles, too.

Florida homes and businesses have realized savings

because natural gas is more affordable than other energy

sources, such as electricity, and is comfortable, safe, and

efficient.

“One of the biggest advantages of natural gas is seen

economically, because it’s cheaper than both electricity and

propane,” said Bermudez, whose company operates in

multiple Florida counties. “Natural gas is safe, abundant,

and made–in–America. It’s a product that is going to be

around for a long, long time. We currently have more than

a 100–year supply of natural gas. Because of that supply,

the cost of natural gas has been driven down over the

years.”

Low domestic natural gas prices have led to savings of

almost $69 billion for residential customers over the last

four years, according to the American Gas Association’s

first–quarter report. Households that use natural gas for

water–heating, cooking, and clothes drying spend an

average of $840 less per year than homes using electricity

for those appliances.

“Many chefs prefer to cook with natural gas because it

heats evenly,” she said, adding that natural gas is also

used for outdoor grilling.

Water heating using natural gas has its advantages,

too. “The water temperature warms a lot faster using

natural gas than it does using electricity, and there is a

significant cost savings. In Florida a lot of people like

heated pools, but it’s very expensive to heat a pool using

electricity. With natural gas, the savings are substantial

compared to an electric pool heater,” said Bermudez.

Florida City Gas offers generous mail–in rebate

incentives for customers that would like to replace old

natural gas appliances or would like to switch to natural

gas. “We also have incentives for developers. More than

9,000 customers took advantage of our rebates in 2015,”

she said. Customers can find additional information at

FloridaCityGasRebates.com or call 1.888.CITY.GAS.

Florida City Gas also displays its rebate information in

various stores that sell appliances, including Lowe’s, Home

Depot and Sears. “We want to help educate the public

about these rebates. They can take advantage of these

rebates regardless of what natural gas utility services

them,” said Bermudez.

In addition to the cost benefits for consumers, natural

gas plays a role in economic development, as well as

energy independence and conservation. Bermudez said

Florida City Gas works closely with neighborhoods and

businesses that prefer natural gas as their energy source.

“We have a lot of underserved communities where

people want natural gas and we’re working to bring it to

them. We have been approached by many companies,

including manufacturers that are looking to relocate to

Florida. They want natural gas because of the economic

impact it has on their business. That’s a good thing for

Florida and for job creation. Access to natural gas will help

drive businesses to Florida,” said Bermudez, whose

company has been adding more residences and businesses

to its system.

Florida City Gas serves more than 107,000 residential,

commercial and industrial customers. “We have about

3,600 miles of pipe in the ground. So we have a lot pipe,

which provides us with the ability to grow.”

In fact, there are a number of pipeline–expansion

projects underway that will help Florida City Gas grow its

current infrastructure. A local project is the installment of

3.5 miles of new eight–inch steel main from Port

Canaveral to State Road 520, in the Barrier Islands.

Pipeline–replacement programs create jobs, provide

access to affordable natural gas, and ensure an even safer

and more reliable pipeline system, said Bermudez. And

Florida City Gas plans to replace 254 miles of pipeline over

the next nine years, creating even more jobs in Florida.

Bermudez says many of her company’s industrial

customers in Florida use natural gas for processing. An

example is sugar growers. “They are processing their

product using natural gas. Water–treatment plants also

use natural gas. These plants purify their water using our

product. So natural gas has a lot of different applications

for a wide range of businesses.”

She said more businesses also have expressed interest

in converting their fleets to compressed natural gas, or

CNG. “We recently built a CNG station at our Brevard

Service Center (in Rockledge) to fuel our service vehicles.

We also built one in Miami. Both are company–owned.

They do not serve the public. But both stations were built

to accommodate a future option if there is enough interest

from the public to fill their transportation vehicles at the

Florida City Gas CNG station. At our Brevard Service

Center, we have all of the piping and all of the compressors

in place. What we haven’t put in are the pumps. If there is

enough interest from the public, it would not take long to

add that portion of the station.”

Use of CNG by Florida City Gas vehicles will contribute

to a 29 percent reduction of carbon–dioxide emissions, a

greenhouse gas, she said. “Over the next five years, some of

the cities in our footprint will be changing all of their cars,

buses, and trucks to CNG.”

In Brevard, Waste Management Inc. is a “huge

proponent of CNG. They’ve started to convert their vehicles

and have built their own stations. Their vehicles in

Brevard and Indian River County are using CNG, as well

as the ones in Miami,” said Bermudez.

This year, Florida City Gas is marking its 70th

anniversary as a distributor of natural gas to homes and

commercial businesses. Sidney Langer founded the

company in Miami in 1946 with a $25,000 loan. The

business was first known as Dade Gas. Today, Florida City

Gas is owned by Southern Company Gas, a wholly owned

subsidiary of Atlanta–based Southern Company.

Florida City Gas is part of a family of companies that

understands the importance of energy, said Bermudez,

who is in her 28th year with the business. She started her

career with them after earning her bachelor’s degree in

business from South Carolina State University.

Bermudez rose through the company ranks holding

various positions including regional director in 2010, and

director of strategic business and financial planning before

that. She is a board member of the Florida Natural Gas

Association and the Associated Gas Distributors of Florida.

Recruitment is key to any company, especially energy

businesses like Florida City Gas. Offering more energy

choices means more demand, and that demand will create

opportunities to expand the work force of Florida City Gas.

Skilled workers are needed in order to do that, said

Bermudez.

“We really need to attract more people to the energy

sector. We need young minds coming out of colleges with

STEM degrees (science, technology, engineering and

mathematics) who can help drive innovation within the

industry.”

Florida has more than 260,000 open jobs; many of them

are in high–skill, high–wage industries. Natural gas is one

of those industries. Bermudez said Florida City Gas works

with communities in its service areas and with the Florida

Chamber of Commerce to emphasize the importance of

STEM careers.

Florida City Gas is also “deeply tied” to the communi-

ties it serves, she said. Through its foundation, the

company has been able to positively impact many commu-

nities. This year, for example, Florida City Gas has

contributed more than $20,000 in grants awarded through

the Community Foundation for Brevard to the Brevard

Neighborhood Development Coalition and Club Esteem.

“Our core values as a company center on generosity and

spirit,” said Bermudez. “We serve homes and we serve

businesses. We need communities to be thriving in order

for us to thrive as a business. It’s important for us to give

back. Our employees do a lot of volunteer work in the

communities we serve.”

The Community Foundation for Brevard “helps us

better understand where the needs are in Brevard

County,” said Bermudez. “We have greatly enjoyed

working with them over the years.” The Community

Foundation for Brevard awards grants and scholarships to

local programs and agencies that enhance and sustain

Brevard’s quality of life.

Florida City Gas has been a supporter of Club Esteem,

which offers after–school and summer programming for

children and teens. It provides a variety of academic and

personal–enrichment activities, all free of charge to youth.

The offerings include instruction in core subjects such as

reading, mathematics, science, and language arts. In

2014–2015, Club Esteem served more than 175 young-

sters, five days a week, in after–school programs.

Florida City Gas employees are also hands–on in the

community as volunteer laborers. Last year they teamed

up with Habitat for Humanity of Brevard in the construc-

tion of a new home for a family in need. Florida City Gas

employees helped build the roof of the home.

“It was a very successful project, though it was challeng-

ing because it took place in the middle of the summer. Our

employees really enjoyed working with Habitat. We

partnered with United Way of Brevard on the build. This

is what community service is about, reaching out and

helping a family in need. We’re proud of the work we do in

Florida communities,” said Bermudez.
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SAVE With Natural Gas.
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With BIG appliance rebates and long-term energy savings.
 See where Natural Gas can benefit you and your home below.

We invite you to visit our Online Interactive Natural Gas Home today where 
you can click around to see all the amazing appliance rebates, benefits, carbon 
and energy savings waiting for you, and your home. Or just call us directly.

We’re ready to help you make the switch so you can enjoy and save!
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