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Please see Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard, page 19

By Ken Datzman

An emerging discipline, critical–care veterinary

medicine is now available here. This is a significant

advancement for the Brevard County veterinarian

community and for pet owners.

Veterinary medicine has advanced considerably

through the years. Veterinarians are able to offer more

services today that are comparable to health care for

humans, including more complicated procedures like

cancer treatment and kidney transplants.

And one visionary specialty–care center that has made

investments in technology and professional recruitment to

continually stay on the forefront of innovation is the

Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard

Inc. on West Eau Galllie Boulevard in Melbourne.

The 24–hour hospital offers a full slate of advanced

imaging and diagnostic services, and has the only hyper-

baric chamber in Brevard County for pets. These cham-

bers appear to speed the healing process in pets with

certain chronic and acute conditions. The AECCC is

certified in canine rehabilitation and even provides

bedside nursing for critically ill pets.

The team includes a wide range of board–certified

specialists, practicing in the areas of minimally invasive

joint surgery, neurology, cardiology, and internal medicine,

for example. It also offers the services of Brevard Zoo

veterinarian Trevor Zachariah, who is board certified in

exotic animal medicine, one of only 23 in Florida.

“We have a very seasoned and very capable team of

emergency vets. These are veterinarians who have from

24–hour AECCC expands with critical–care specialist, first for Brevard

The Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard has recruited the first ‘criticalist’ in veterinary medicine to the county. Dr. Mary Jackson is one of only 32 criticalists in Florida. This is a highly specialized
area of practice and requires three additional years of intense training beyond earning the DVM degree. From left, the team includes: Dr. Jackson, Dr. Maria Ierace, Dr. Curt Barchard, Dr. Beth Lechner, Dr. Kimberly
Maier, Dr. Pierre Bichsel, Dr. Trevor Zachariah, Dr. Jacqueline Serio, Dr. Scott Goett, Dr. Chris Beale, Dr. Davin Borde, Dr. John Moser and Dr. Michael Canfield. They are at the practice in Melbourne.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

P
R
E
S
O
R
T
E
D
 S
T
A
N
D
A
R
D

U
S
 P
O
S
T
A
G
E

PAID
B
R
E
V
A
R
D
 B
U
S
I
N
E
S
S
 N
E
W
S
,
 I
N
C
.

Please see Social Security, page 16
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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By Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — The fastest detecting and most advanced

electron microscope in the world is coming to UCF, thanks

to researchers in the Department of Physics.

The group researches properties within materials that

could be used in a variety of fields from medicine to

engineering. There is the potential of discovering novel

ways to deliver medicine in non–intrusive ways and

creating better and faster semiconductors to help with

communications and energy use. But to get there research-

ers have to be able to observe the superfast processes

happening in the material, which happens at the atomic

level.

The new microscope, the first to be located in the

Americas, will help these researchers study the ultra–fast

dynamics of electrons inside of the materials.

The team led by Physics Professor Leonid Chernyak

went after and succeeded in landing a $1.5 million

National Science Foundation grant to purchase the Allalin

4027 Chronos Cathodoluminescence Electron Microscope.

“This microscope can study a wide range of materials,

from biomaterials to metals,” Chernyak said. “We predict

it will help us see some new things that we hope lead to

some big discoveries.”

When Chernyak came to UCF in 1999, his lab housed

the first electron microscope in the department. The

university now maintains several of them, but none with

the sophistication of the Attolight microscope. A special

team will install the new instrument in Spring 2017.

The current microscopes produce images by using

electrons. A machine sends electrons down through its

column to hit the sample being observed. When the

electrons hit the sample, so called secondary electrons are

created and detected which produce pixels. These pixels

create an image to be viewed and studied.

The new electron microscope works similarly. However,

it is more sophisticated in that its detectors can be tuned

for signals other than electrons — like light.

The microscope can produce light by hitting the

material with an electron beam, and the stimulated

material then produces light. This process is called

cathodoluminescence.

The microscope’s temperature can be varied over a very

wide range, allowing researchers to probe samples under a

variety of conditions, explained the researchers.

The new machine can produce not just a continuous

beam, but a pulse, which is not something most micro-

scopes can do.

Chernyak explained that if the processes in the

material are fast, then the beam you shine on it has to be

faster or you won’t see a reaction. The new machine is able

to produce a pulse below 10 picosecond. A picosecond is one

trillionth of a second. The material’s response is then

produced in nanoseconds, one billionth of a second.

“The ability to pulse is what sets this new machine

apart,” explained Elena Flitsiyan, associate lecturer and

undergraduate program director in the Department of

Physics. “To technically make this happen is very challeng-

ing.”

Flitsiyan, who received her Ph.D. in physics and math

from Moscow State University, said the pulsing beam that

sets the machine apart can only be created by Attolight,

the manufacturing company.

“The camera that detects its reaction can be described

as a movie camera for the nano–world,” she said. “The

microscope generates high–resolution images of samples

and the ultrafast optics allow us to collect emitted light

with high resolution.”

There are many applications, Flitsiyan added. The tool

will give the scientists a way to see how currents propagate

in a sample. Then they will be able to determine how

imperfections affect electric charge carriers in semiconduc-

tors. These are essential materials for building electronic

devices.

From space to medicine, this microscope will allow

researchers across the university, and even the nation, to

discover new components in the materials they are

studying.

Chernyak’s research is focused on semiconductors while

Flitsiyan’s focus is on nuclear and radiation physics.

Additional investigators on the project include:

l Pieter Kik, Ph.D., and Romain Gaume, Ph.D.,

associate professors in the College of Optics & Photonics,

who work with optical photonics and filters.

l Andre Gesquiere, Ph.D., an associate professor in the

Department of Chemistry and the Nanoscience Technology

Center, works with biological materials.

l And Dmitry Kolpashchikov, Ph.D., an associate

professor in the Department of Chemistry, researches

cancer cells.

Physics graduate student Jonathan Lee will be the

primary user of the microscope as he studies semiconduc-

tors for his research.

In addition to aiding these researchers, the microscope

will be available to other UCF researchers and students

and collaborators at other universities and organizations

in the Americas. External users will need to pay a fee to

book time on the machine and the money collected will be

used to service and maintain the instrument, Chernyak

said.

“We expect great things,” Chernyak said. “We are

counting the days until installation.”

UCF team to receive revolutionary microscope that will help study dynamics of electrons inside of materials

Pancake Breakfast to benefit ‘Toys for Tots’
The pilots at Merritt Island Airport will hold their 22nd annual Pancake Breakfast benefit from 8:30 to 11 a.m. on

Saturday, Dec. 10, at the Merritt Island Airport on South Courtenay Parkway. The program will benefit the Marine

Corps Reserve’s “Toys for Tots” campaign. The breakfast will be in the airport hangar. Anyone who brings a new,

unwrapped toy will be served pancakes, sausage, orange juice and coffee. The toys will be presented to members of the

Marine Corps Reserve. All of the toys collected will be distributed to children locally who otherwise might not receiv e

anything from Santa this Christmas. For more information on the event, call Don White at 266–7410.
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Flight emergency advice works just as well back on the ground, day to day
By Carolyn Massiah
UCF Forum columnist

Save yourself first!

This one sentence is a valuable piece of advice I wish I

had received and fully embraced so much earlier in life. In

fact, it is still a notion that I struggle with because it is one

that sounds selfish in nature. However, now more than at

any other point in my life, I realize that in order to be

selfless and to be able to assist others, you must first truly

work on thinking of your own self first.

You must save yourself first.

I am a frequent flyer and I am a professor who wants

my students to pay attention when I am providing them

with what I know will be important information for them

to have at some point in the future.

Those two facts combine to result in me being an

attentive airline passenger each and every time the safety

briefing is provided by flight attendants. I can nearly recite

verbatim the script they deliver but the professor in me

will still not allow me to ignore these individuals at the

front of their own classroom attempting to provide us

important information should we need it in the very near

future.

What most passengers do not realize though is that the

flight attendants are actually providing one very valuable

piece of advice that so few are listening to, comprehending,

or acting upon.

You must save yourself first.

If you have ever flown, you remember the flight

attendant reassuring you that should the cabin lose air

pressure, oxygen masks will drop from the ceiling above,

and even if you do not see the bag inflate there is oxygen

flowing through the mask. Then they proceed to tell you

that if you are traveling with an infant or someone who is

unable to put on their own mask, to please place your

mask on first before assisting that individual.

When I flew as a young mother with my two young

sons, I would often think that it would be so cruel and

selfish to put my own mask on before I try to save them. I

am their mother. My sole purpose is to protect them.

However, as I thought about it, I realized that if I do not

place my mask on first, I will suffocate and I may die

trying to save them first. Who will save my children should

I become unable to help them myself? The most selfless

action I could take would be to save myself first so that I

am then able to save them.

Now take a moment and think about your own day–to–

day life.

Have you deprived your own self of oxygen in order to

attempt to save others first? Perhaps, you are continually

rushing about to help others out and only succeeding in

exhausting yourself. Perhaps you have over–committed so

as not to disappoint anyone, only to find out that you really

cannot do it all and you are suffocating. Maybe you have a

family member or friend that you just know will ask for

some form of help at some point in time and you will step

forward and provide that help even when it is not really in

you to give.

Allow me to be your flight attendant and tell you to stop

now and put on your own oxygen mask first before

assisting others.

I challenge you to do the following for yourself when-

Intelligent Aerials Medial creates recruiting tool for the Melbourne Police Department
The Melbourne Police Department has sought the help of the full–service film–production house Intelligent Aerials

Media (iAerials) to showcase some of their diverse career opportunities in a video targeting high school and college

graduates. In three minutes and 25 seconds, the viewer comes to understand the many talented professionals needed

to fulfill all of the demands of a multifaceted, modern law–enforcement agency. A second project for the Melbourne

Police Department is nearing completion. IAerials has garnered recent attention from the American Advertising

Federation, winning 11 awards for 10 television/web commercials and video projects submitted to the February 2016

Addy competition. Their client list includes some of Central Florida’s most influential businesses and organizations,

including NASA, the Radisson and Four Seasons hotel chains, Audi, Ron Jon Surf Shop and Port Canaveral. To learn

more about their services, visit iAerials.com, or call 482–8004 . Commander Marc Claycomb of the Melbourne Police

Department describes the reaction of fellow officers to the new video tool by iAerials. “We could not be more pleased

with the recruitment video iAerials created for us. They really got to know us as an organization to understand what

we wanted to accomplish. The results are amazing — true motion–picture quality work, unlike any other law–

enforcement video we have seen. It will benefit our recruiting and community–outreach efforts, by letting the commu-

nity know our commitment to their safety and wellbeing, and what resources we have to provide those services.” In

the air, on the ground and underwater, iAerials offers complete cinema solutions as diverse as its clients.

ever you find yourself in a dire situation:

Place your own mask on first: Look to your left and to

your right at other passengers on this flight called Life.

Some are capable of helping themselves and others are

not. As life goes by, you will figure out those who will need

your help in the event of an emergency. When and if that

emergency in life occurs, place your own mask on first. You

cannot help others if you are in the same dire straits they

are in. Neither of you will survive.

Make certain your own oxygen is flowing: If you are

gasping for air, for time, for motivation, for finances, you

absolutely cannot save anyone else. Please be selfish and

take care of yourself first. Take a moment or two for

yourself. Your oxygen will not flow if you have not worked

out the barriers and challenges in your own life. If you are

not working on your own oxygen flow, you cannot work on

someone else’s. Neither of you will survive.

Leave the baggage behind: The flight attendant will

always instruct you to leave behind bags and other

personal items in the case of emergency. The same should

be said for life. So often we are trying to save others while

we are still carrying our own baggage from previous

emergencies. Take the time now to deal with those past

issues that may prevent you from saving yourself in future

emergencies. Also, carrying that baggage will certainly not

allow you to assist others in their emergencies. You cannot

hold baggage and hands of others at the same time.

Neither of you will survive.

Aim to be more selfish in your time and in your actions.

The more that you choose to do for yourself, the more

capable you are of doing for others. I understand that it

may sound counter–intuitive that being selfish will

actually improve your ability to be selfless. However, I ask

that you take a leap of faith and place your own oxygen

mask on first before attempting to assist others with

theirs.

Save yourself first!

Dr. Carolyn A. Massiah is an associate lecturer in the
UCF College of Business Administration. She can be
reached at Carolyn.Massiah@UCF.edu.
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Brevard County Overwhelming Supports  
Pro-Business Candidates in 2016 

 

Melbourne, FL:  The Business Voice Political Committee Board of Directors is pleased the voters of 
Brevard County overwhelming elected pro-business candidates for critical local and state offices.  
Eight of the nine candidates the group endorsed in the General Election were victorious.  The group 
also celebrated passage of the 1/2 cent Sales Tax to fund the Save Our Lagoon Plan, which they 
supported as a critical need for our local economy.  
 
“Voters in Brevard County understand that local government must help and not hinder local job 
creators,” states Kathryn Rudloff, Executive Director for the group. “We look forward to working with 
the outstanding group of incoming leaders to ensure Brevard remains a great place to live, work and 
do business.”   
  
Business Voice members are committed to the health and growth of our region and actively 
campaigned to support candidates for State Senate, State House, County Commission, Port 
Canaveral and the School Board who demonstrated firm understanding of the impact their office has 
on the entire Space Coast economy.  Those candidates included the following winners on November 
8th:  
 
Dorothy Hukill, for State Senate District 14; Debbie Mayfield for State Senate District 17. Rene “Coach 
P” Placensia for House District 50, Tom Goodson for House District 51, Randy Fine for House District 
53, County Commission candidates Rita Pritchett in District 1 and Kristine Isnardi in District 5, and 
Tina Descovich for School Board in District 3.   
  
One of the guiding principles of Business Voice is that smart growth and development should look at 
the region's long-term needs.  Rudloff commented that “We are very grateful that over 62% of voters 
supported the initiative to fund Save Our Lagoon Plan locally.  We can ask the State and Federal 
Government for help, but it is up to us to lead on this issue.”  
 
Business Voice is a diverse assembly of business leaders from across the Space Coast region, 
including 29 small businesses as well as some of the area’s largest employers.  Their full membership 
can be viewed at www.businessvoicepac.com  The group is committed to supporting the most 
qualified candidates who will best serve the interests of the Space Coast region and local job 
creators.   
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Contact Kathryn Rudloff 
Executive Director 

321-549-7852 
ksrudloff@businessvoicepac.com 
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NEWS RELEASENEWS RELEASE
Date: August 28, 2015             Released By: Major Tod Goodyear    NR # 15-78 

SHERIFF WAYNE IVEY

BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
SSSHE

B 
 
 
 
 

700 S. Park Avenue, Titusville, Florida 32780 321-264-5201 www.BrevardSheriff.com

 

TITUSVILLE WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE 
REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE 

Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42-year-old Dana Delaney 
Loyd of Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking.  The arrest was 
based upon an Arrest Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by 
the Court. Loyd was transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500 
bond. 
 

The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April 
29, 2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect. The defendant 
falsely identified herself as a substitute teacher who had heard the alleged victim make statements 
that her father, had a sexual relationship with her and referred the operator to the online 
publication, Brevard’s Best News.com for additional details. The investigation revealed that the 
defendant had never met nor spoken with the alleged victim and was providing information that 
was contained in a police report of a previously unfounded allegation reported in 2010 in North 
Carolina. 
 
The investigation uncovered that the defendant contacted a local sports club where the father of 
the victim was a volunteer and advised them that he was molesting a child.  The father was 
suspended from his position until an internal investigation was completed.  The defendant also 
contacted a prospective employer of the father in another state and advised them they should go 
to her blog to read about his inappropriate relationship with his daughter and that he should not 
hire him.  The defendant also engaged in a course of conduct of contacting persons known to the 
father, referring them to the articles contained on her blog. 
  
Anyone with information about this Investigation is asked to please call Brevard County Sheriff’s 
Office SVU Agent Robert Fischer at 321-633-8419, or CRIMELINE at 1-800-423-TIPS (8477), you 
can also visit http://crimeline.org/, or text ‘crimeline’ plus your tip to CRIME (274637).  All 
information to CRIMELINE is confidential and you may be eligible for a reward. 
  
For additional information concerning this News Release, please call Major Tod Goodyear 
through the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center at 321-633-7162. 

 
XXX 

April 
29, 2015, 

April 29, 2015
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Project Management Institute Educational Foundation
grant will fund space initiative for teachers and students

COLORADO SPRINGS — The Space Foundation has received a grant from the

Project Management Institute Educational Foundation (PMIEF) for a two–year

initiative to help teachers and students prepare for the demands of the future workforce.

The $192,125 grant will fund an initiative entitled “Out of this World Project

Management,” an enhancement of Space Foundation education programs that inspire

students to pursue careers in STEM fields — science, technology, engineering and math

— and which integrate 21st century skills, including teamwork, collaboration, problem

solving, communication and leadership.

“Out of this World Project Management” will target roughly 375 students and 15

teachers in Colorado and in Pune, India, where nearly 30 educators represent the Space

Foundation’s international Teacher Liaison program. Using the Space Foundation’s

Mars Robotics Laboratory, located at its Discovery Center in Colorado Springs, and

PMIEF’s Project Management Toolkit for Teachers), an eight–hour training program

will be delivered to Pikes Peak region secondary school STEM teachers, and delivered

virtually to the teachers in India.

The initiative will also fund field trips to the Space Foundation Discovery, where

students will learn project management skills while working in teams in the Mars

Robotics Laboratory.

“The 21st century demands skills like project management that prepare young people

for success in science, technology, engineering and math so they can keep pace with the

world we live in,” said Michael DePrisco, PMIEF chief operating officer and PMI vice

president for global membership and chapters. “Our collaboration with the Space

Foundation will help students acquire and apply project management knowledge, even

as they engage in the kind of hands–on learning that encourages curiosity and ingenu-

ity.”

“The students who visit the Space Foundation’s Mars Robotics Laboratory represent

the generation that will send the first humans to Mars,” said Kevin Cook, Space

Foundation vice president for marketing and communications. “This grant will enable us

to provide the tools they need to effectively execute that mission and other career goals.

The Space Foundation is working to grow an organic work force, and to empower future

workers to realize their full potential.”

Because the Space Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, “philanthropy is

critical to its education mission to inspire and build a STEM–based work force and the

next generation of explorers and innovators.” To learn more about the Space Foundation

education programs, visit www.discoverspace.org.

The PMIEF is a 501(c)(3) supporting organization of Project Management Institute,

the world’s leading not–for–profit professional membership association for the project,

program and portfolio management profession. Founded in 1990, PMIEF develops,

implements and delivers innovative programs to leverage project management for social

good globally. These include scholarships, awards and grants, as well as educational

resources that strengthen project management knowledge of teachers, youth and

nonprofit organizations.

PMIEF’s vision that “all people worldwide have a better tomorrow by applying project

management skills in their daily lives” comes to the life through the generosity of

individual and corporate donors as well as the PMI community. For additional informa-

tion on this organization, visit www.pmief.org.

Founded in 1983, the Space Foundation is the “foremost advocate for all sectors of

space.” It is a global, nonprofit leader in space–awareness activities, educational

programs and major industry events, including the annual Space Symposium, in

support of its mission “to advance space–related endeavors to inspire, enable and propel

humanity.”

The Space Foundation’s world headquarters in Colorado Springs showcases a public

Discovery Center, including the El Pomar Space Gallery, Northrop Grumman Science

Center featuring “Science on a Sphere” and the Lockheed Martin Space Education

Center.

The Space Foundation has a Washington, D.C., office and field representatives in

Houston and on the Space Coast. It publishes “The Space Report: The Authoritative

Guide to Global Space Activity,” and through its Space Certification and Space Technol-

ogy Hall of Fame programs, recognizes space–based innovations that have been adapted

to improve life on Earth.
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Start the season with holiday entertainment, 
spectacular tree lighting and fi reworks.

6 to 8 PM DEC 1ST 

Join us for the fi rst Gift of Light 
community celebration in 

the park, located on the south end 
of Parrish Medical Center campus, 
where we’ll light a giant holiday 
tree, courtesy of the Parrish 
Medical Center Auxiliary. 
Honor a loved one by placing 
a light on the holiday tree.

� Holiday Performances
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�  Face Painting

�  Games & Prizes

�  Spectacular Fireworks Display

�  Bring your camera for photos 
 with Santa and Mrs. Claus
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Cindy Forstall joins Dale Sorensen Real Estate
at its office in Indialantic; financial background

VERO BEACH — Dale Sorensen Real Estate (DSRE) recently announced that

Cindy Forstall has joined the company’s team of real–estate professionals. Forstall has

been a licensed Florida real estate agent since 2010.

Forstall moved to the Space Coast from Pensacola, where she attended Pensacola

State College, earning a degree in business administration with an emphasis in bank

management.

After more than 30 years in the banking industry, she brings with her a wealth of

financial expertise to DSRE. That expertise allows her to “help her clients understand

the complex financial details of home buying and selling.”

Her experience and talent also helps her to effectively negotiate on behalf of her

clients. “I absolutely love the complexities of the real estate industry,” Forstall said.

“And I love being able to make this sometime difficult process of purchasing or selling a

home, easier for my clients.”

Forstall also believes in the power of marketing and networking. As part of the Dale

Sorensen Real Estate team, she is able to take advantage of the “innovative and

exclusive marketing opportunities” provided for her clients.

“At Dale Sorensen Real Estate, we have a local, national and global strategy to

market our clients’ properties,” she said. “This affords us the ability to get our listings

in front of a larger market of buyers. That is one of the reasons I chose to join the team

at DSRE.”

Forstall has been an active member of the local community, having been on the

board of or a committee member of dozens of area charitable and business organiza-

tions, including The Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce, Honor America,

Florida Kiwanis, Kiwanis Club of Melbourne, Melbourne Art Festival, and Big

Brothers Big Sisters. Her hobbies include golf, going to the beach, and spending time

with her husband and beloved pets.

Forstall can be reached by e–mail at CForstall@SorensenRealEstate.com or at

750–2943. The company’s Indialantic office is at 436 5th Ave.

Theatre for Youth Program at King Center in Melbourne
receives a $2,500 donation from Rockwell Collins

Rockwell Collins recently donated $2,500 to the King Center’s Theatre for Youth

Program at the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in Melbourne.

This donation will make it possible for children from lower–income families to attend

Theatre for Youth shows which are produced by national and regional touring companies,

and to participate in other arts and cultural activities offered by the program.

“Support of the King Center Theater for Youth program aligns with our commitment to

support organizations in the community where our employees live and work,” said Todd

Twachtmann, program management vice president for Rockwell Collins.

“In addition to STEM education, our giving priority focuses on arts and culture with an

emphasis on youth development. We believe that by strengthening the quality of educa-

tion and providing opportunities for youth involvement and leadership, we are helping

students prepare for the future. Our community partnership over the years with the King

Center is reflective of our support of the family and youth in the Brevard Community.”

“The King Center extends a debt of gratitude to Rockwell Collins for their generous

contribution,” said Karen Wilson, director of the King Center Theatre for Youth Program.

“I’ve had the honor of programming this valuable resource for youth for over 20 years.

Funding for the program remains paramount in strengthening and creating well rounded

students for years to come. I’ve learned from many educators, if not for this affordably

priced program, many students may not have the opportunity to participate. Our program

contributes to life–long appreciation for arts and culture and helps students embrace

learning.”

Theatre for Youth live productions and interactive workshops aim to help teachers

create fun learning. Study resource materials guide activities that teachers can easily

apply to strengthen and amplify classroom learning, which adds to the theatrical experi-

ence. Although presented during school–time hours, home schools, private groups, seniors

on fixed income and the entire community may attend the performances and benefit from

the program, she said.
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See The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery, page 15

Refractive surgery for highly nearsighted patients one of Dr. Darlington’s areas
of expertise at The Eye Institute; ‘The Christmas Cataract’ gift of sight program

vision without the use of glasses or contact lenses. Also, all

of the lenses remained clear after five years, and none of

the people who had surgery lost visual acuity.

This year, the largest U.S. study of its kind found that

nearly 10 million adults are severely nearsighted, or are

highly “myopic,” the medical term. Of those, some 800,000

have a degenerative form of the disease and more than

40,000 suffer a complication called “myopic choroidal

neovascularization” that could cause long–term vision loss,

with women at higher risk.

The study was published online in “Ophthalmology,”

the journal of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.

Myopia has become increasingly common over the past

several decades. In the U.S., the number of nearsighted

people rose from about 25 percent in the early 1970s to

40 percent around the turn of the millennium. People with

high myopia and the degenerative form are at higher risk

of myopic choroidal neovascularization, the report said.

This condition is characterized by the growth of new,

unstable blood vessels beneath the retina.

Dr. Darlington, who joined The Eye Institute’s M.D.

team last year, moving here from Los Angeles, offers a

range of choices for patients who are interested in vision

correction, including LASIK surgery. Dr. Darlington does

refractive surgery counsultations free of charge at the

practice. “It’s rare to find a patient who can’t benefit in

some way from refractive surgery,” he said.

“Dr. Darlington is on the leading edge of his profession,”

added Jerry Orloff, The Eye Institute’s chief executive

officer. “He uses the latest technology and techniques to

ensure patients receive the best outcomes. Dr. Darlington

is fellowship–trained in both glaucoma and cornea. He

trained at one of the top fellowships in the nation, Minne-

sota Eye Consultants. They publish a tremendous amount

By Ken Datzman

There’s some uplifting news for the millions of people

who are unsuitable for LASIK surgery because of moder-

ate or extreme nearsightedness, or severe astigmatism.

They may benefit from a vision–correction surgical

procedure using intraocular lenses.

The introduction of LASIK, an acronym for Laser

Assisted in–situ Keratomileusis, was a vast improvement

for treating nearsightedness, farsightedness, and astigma-

tism.

But while laser–vision correction procedures such as

LASIK and photorefractive keratectomy have been

successful for many patients, those who are extremely

nearsighted or astigmatic often are unsuitable candidates

for these types of eye surgeries.

In recent years, intraocular collamer lenses, also called

ICLs, were introduced to solve this problem. “The tech-

nique, which uses lens replacements instead of lasers, has

proven to be a very effective procedure, especially for

highly myopic (nearsighted) patients,” said Dr. Jason

Darlington, a board–certified eye physician and eye

surgeon who performs refractive surgery for a wide range

of patients at The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery in

Melbourne. Refractive surgery is a method for correcting or

improving your vision.

Nearsightedness and farsightedness are refractive

errors that occur when the eye’s refractive power (ability to

bend light rays) does not match its focal length (distance

front to back). The eye is bending light too much or too

little to focus it on the retina at the back of the eye, he said.

If the individual is nearsighted, light focuses in front of the

retina and causes distant objects to be blurry. If the

individual is farsighted, light focuses beyond the retina

and causes near objects to be blurry.

An ICL is an artificial lens, similiar in function to a

contact lens, which is implanted in front of the eye’s

natural lens, but behind the iris, so it is practically

invisible to outside observers.

“It can be a great option for patients who cannot have

LASIK surgery because of their prescription, thin corneas,

or dry eyes,” said Dr. Darlington, who also has expertise in

glaucoma, corneal transplants, oculoplastic and cataract

surgery.

A five–year ICL research study was presented in

October at the 120th annual meeting of the American

Academy of Ophthalmology. Researchers studied 60 eyes

in 31 people who had ICLs to correct moderate to extreme

levels of myopia or severe astigmatism. They chose people

based on a number of factors, including those whose vision

was stable, who were not correctable with LASIK surgery,

and had no eye disorders, such as glaucoma or macular

degeneration.

Before the procedure, all of the people had 20/200 vision

or worse and only 60 percent could achieve 20/40 eyesight

with glasses or contact lenses. Five years after having the

procedure, 57 percent of eyes (34 eyes) achieved 20/40

Dr. Jason Darlington is an eye physician and eye surgeon at The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery in Melbourne. One of his areas
of expertise is refractive surgery, a method for correcting or improving your vision. Patients unsuitable for LASIK surgery could benefit
from vision–correction surgery using intraocular lenses. It’s one of the procedures Dr. Darlington performs, especially effective for
people with moderate to extreme nearsightedness or severe astigmatism.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Visual Dynamics Inc., page 17

Apple unveils groundbreaking new MacBook Pro just in time for holiday season;
Visual Dynamics, an Apple Premier Partner, has two retail stores in the local area
By Ken Datzman

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — Apple

has just introduced the thinnest and

lightest MacBook Pro ever — available in

both 13–inch and 15–inch versions — just

in time for the holiday shopping season,

which is underway at retail stores in the

region.

The new MacBook Pros feature

powerful processors, cutting–edge graphics,

high–speed memory, a dramatically

thinner enclosure, and a revolutionary

Touch Bar.

October marked the 25th anniversary of

Apple’s first notebook. Through the years

each generation has introduced new

innovations and capabilities.

And now the latest MacBook Pro is

taking the biggest leap forward yet.

“We think it’s going to be a huge holiday

seller,” said businessman Jay Wooten, the

owner and operator of Visual Dynamics

Inc., an Apple Premier Partner and Apple

Premier Service Provider, with retail stores

here and at The Avenue Viera.

“It’s been about a year since Apple

updated the laptop, so there is a pent–up

demand for these new models. We are

taking preorders. Anyone who places an

order will have their order prioritized.” He

anticipates Apple will start shipping the

MacBook Pro soon to his stores.

It’s the most powerful MacBook Pro

ever, featuring sixth–generation quad–core

and dual–core processors, with up to 2.3

times the graphics performance over the

previous generations.

“Apple significantly improved the

performance of the solid state drives that

are in them. They are now wickedly fast,”

he said.

Wooten said the new keyboards are

“beautiful. Apple completely redesigned

what’s called the ‘scissor mechanism.’ They

created a new mechanism underneath the

keyboard to make it more responsive. It

has a really nice feel to it.”

Traditional keyboards use this scissor

mechanism which tends to wobble around

the edges. This creates a lack of precision

when you strike anywhere except the

center of the key.

So Apple designed a unique “butterfly

mechanism,” which is wider than the

scissor mechanism and has a single

assembly made from a stiffer material —

allowing for a more stable, responsive key

that takes up less vertical space.

This innovative key design improves

stability, uniformity, and control — no

matter where you press on the key.

The MacBook Pro also features a

breakthrough interface that replaces the

traditional row of function keys with a

“brilliant, Retina–quality” multi–touch

display called the Touch Bar, said Wooten.

“The new MacBook Pro has a bunch of

features, but the big one is the Touch Bar.”

The Touch Bar places control right at

the user’s fingertips and adapts when

using apps like Mail, Finder, Calendar,

Numbers, GarageBand and many more,

including third–party apps.

For example, the Touch Bar can show

Tabs and Favorites in Safari and provide a

simple way to edit images or scroll through

videos in Photos and much more.

Building on innovations pioneered in

MacBook, the new MacBook Pro shows off

an entirely new enclosure design and all–

metal unibody construction that creates a

rigid and dense notebook that is “amaz-

ingly thin and light,” said Wooten.

At just 14.9 millimeters thin, the

13–inch MacBook Pro is 17 percent thinner

and has 23 percent less volume than the

previous MacBook, and is nearly half a

pound lighter at just 3 pounds.

The new 15–inch MacBook Pro, at just

15.5 millimeters, is 14 percent thinner and

has 20 percent less volume than before,

and weighing just 4 pounds, is nearly half–

a–pound lighter than the previous

MacBook.

Apple has rolled out other products for

the holiday season, including an updated

version of the original Apple Watch. “They

updated and renamed it. It’s now called the

Apple Watch Series 1. It’s similar to the

previous Apple Watch, but faster,” said

Wooten.

“Apple has also released, which is a big

hit, the Apple Watch Series 2. The Apple

Watch Series 2 is water–resistant. It’s

considerably faster and features a new

design with new band options,” he said.

The “waterproof feature” is the big

advantage of this model, said Wooten.

“There is a lot of excitement for the Apple

Watch Series 2. They are awesome. Apple

has really stepped up its game.”

Apple has unveiled its groundbreaking new MacBook Pro. The new MacBooks come in both 13–inch and 15–inch versions. They feature Apple’s brightest
and most colorful Retina display yet, and a revolutionary Touch Bar. Businessman Jay Wooten of Visual Dynamics Inc. said he expects the new MacBooks
to be big sellers at his two stores this holiday season, here in Indian Harbour Beach and at The Avenue Viera.
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Space Coast United Soccer Club
Challenge tournament to benefit ‘Toys
for Tots’ — help Brevard children in need

VIERA — Local Brevard children in need will enjoy

gifts this holiday season, thanks to Space Coast United

Soccer Club, Brevard County’s largest youth–soccer

organization.

The club will host its 16th annual “Space Coast 3v3

Challenge” tournament on Saturday, Dec. 3, at Viera

Regional Park, 2300 Judge Fran Jamieson Way in Viera.

As has been the tradition, the event is a “Toys for Tots”

drop–off location and players in the tournament are

encouraged to bring a new, unwrapped toy.

Hundreds of children, teens and adults are expected to

participate in the daylong event and that means hundreds

of gifts.

“Along with instilling in our players the values of

teamwork and sportsmanship, the club also stresses the

value and the difference one can make in giving back to the

community,” said Ann Fuller, Space Coast United’s board

president.

“Our youngest to our oldest participants in this

tournament gladly and generously bring toys and games

for children in Brevard who are less fortunate. That means

a lot of kids will have gifts to open this holiday season who

otherwise wouldn’t.”

Presented by Challenge Sports Soccer Tournaments,

the 3v3 Challenge is a three–versus–three player tourna-

ment for youth under 6 years of age to adults. Played on

several modified, smaller pitches, participants play in age–

specific divisions. Each team plays a minimum of four

games throughout the day. The top four teams in each

division and the top six teams in the Super Challenges

qualify for the Challenge Sports 3v3 National Champion-

ships, set for July 28–30 at the ESPN Wide World of

Sports Complex at the Walt Disney World Resort.

The standard entry fee for registry between Nov. 20

and 24 is $205. The late entry fee for teams registering or

paying Nov.25 or later is $225. Final entries are due by

6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 28.

All players will receive an official tournament T–shirt

at check–in and the top three teams in each division will

receive individual awards, as will all players under 10

years of age. All donated gifts for Toys for Tots will remain

in Brevard County. To register for the Space Coast 3v3

Challenge and for more information, visit

www.spacecoastsoccer.com.

Established in 1984, Space Coast United Soccer Club is

a nonprofit organization run by volunteers dedicated to

families who wish to enjoy the sport of soccer and to

provide opportunities to play at all levels from ages three

to nineteen with the highest quality of programs available

in Florida.

The organization strives to develop players at all levels

by building and improving their skills, confidence, fitness,

initiative and a sense of teamwork. It believes that those

who enter the game early, learn correct fundamentals and

develop their skills through the years are best positioned to

play at elite levels of the game. Space Coast United Soccer

“promotes and encourages” high standards of sportsman-

ship and fair play and strives to ensure all players are

doing it “for the love of the game.”
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Medical & EMT Supplies

Uniforms  �  Shoes  �  Accessories

Melbourne Shopping Center

1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Medical & 

EMT Supplies

Woodland II � 32,000 Square Feet For Lease

Great for High-Tech Facilities � Scenic Industrial Park

� Easy access to I-95, US-192,
& Wickham Road

� 6.5 miles from Orlando
Melbourne International
Airport Terminal

� 1 hour drive to Orlando

Excellent Location!

� 7,000 - 26,270 SF
� $10.50 PSF plus CAM
� Office, lab, engineering, flex
� Three (3) SCIF spaces
� Move-in ready

Two Buildings Available

1045 Building

� 5,600 SF
� $11.35 PSF plus CAM
� Offices, break room, conference

room
� Large assembly area
� Covered porch

1055 Building

Nearby companies include:  Lockheed Martin, DRS,
Northrop Grumman, GE and Harris Corporation

1045
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Josh Field joins Parrish Medical Center
executive team, to head its corporate
branding and marketing strategy

TITUSVILLE — Josh Field has joined Parrish Medical

Center as corporate branding and marketing strategist, a

new position created to address the health–care system’s

network expansion. “I am excited to work with this

dynamic team and play a key strategic role in the delivery

of unsurpassed health–care services in Brevard County,”

said Field. “Parrish has long set the gold standard for

patient satisfaction and healing environment not only on

the Space Coast but also on a national platform. Taking

this story to a wider audience and letting people know they

have choices in their health–care solutions will be my top

priority in this new position.”

Field has a long history in marketing and brand

development, having served in marketing management for

three multibillion–dollar global consumer goods organiza-

tions — Ralston Purina, Coca–Cola and Mary Kay —

before moving to Brevard County.

In 2006, he co–founded “Space Coast Business” LLC

doing business as SCB Marketing, which publishes

regional magazines — including Space Coast Business and

Space Coast Living — and provides marketing services.

“Not only does Josh possess great experience and skills

as a marketer, but he is also someone of great character,

leadership and community stewardship,” said George

Mikitarian, the president and chief executive officer of

PMC. “We are honored to have him on our team and look

forward to the many contributions he will make to our

organization, care partners, patients and their families.”

“In his new role at PMC, Josh will lead the Communi-

cations and Community Services department, while

working with senior leadership to further develop, promote

and reinforce the brand mission and messaging within the

organization, community and health–care industry,” said

Natalie Sellers, vice president, Communications, Commu-

nity and Corporate Services.

In addition to his professional experience, Field actively

gives back to the Central Florida community. He currently

serves as chairman of the board of directors for LEAD

Brevard, and has served on numerous other local boards

and committees, including the Economic Development

Commission of Florida’s Space Coast, Junior Achievement

of East Central Florida, Brevard Cultural Alliance,

Founders Forum, and the Board of Overseers at the

Nathan M. Bisk College of Business at Florida Institute of

Technology. He is a graduate of Leadership Orlando (2014)

and Leadership Brevard (2007).

Real estate agents Davis and Schubert recognized
Caprice Atwell, managing broker for the Melbourne–

area office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida

Realty, has announced her office’s “Good to Know”

Excellence Award winners for October. The top sales

associate by dollar volume and number volume was

Dee Dee Davis. The top listing associate by dollar volume

and number volume was Cathy Schubert. Rei Mesa, the

president and chief executive officer of Berkshire

Hathaway HomeServices Florida Realty, and Atwell

congratulated the two agents on their success.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

®

Confident Retirement  is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940  
321.622.8371 | leasha.flammio@ampf.comementementg g yementement
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Need to lower your insurance costs?

Individuals, Small & Large Employers
We have the expertise to answer your questions regarding ACA

requirements and Small Group Plans. Intercoastal Insurance, Inc.
has many partners enabling us to provide you with the most

competitive rates and benefits. We provide business solutions with
a service oriented approach for small and large employers.

Cynthia R. Dropeski, RHU, REBC, GBDS, President, 32 years experience
Julie Chiles, Agent, VP Client Services, 14 years experience

Tonya Snodgrass, Agent, Sr. Account Manager, 15 years experience

info@intercoastalinsurance.com
690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

321-253-2662

ACA Certified
Let us provide You with a

free analysis of all your benefits!

Proud to be
an Authorized Agent

for Health First Insurance
Individual &

Family PPO policies
include gym membership

Let's make a plan

together

Call Intercoastal
today for a quote!

Individual

Proud to be an Authorized Agent 
for Health First Insurance

Individual & Family PPO policies 
include free gym membership

Call Intercoastal 
today for a quote!

Need to lower your insurance costs?

Individuals, Small & Large Employers

Cynthia R. Dropeski, RHU, REBC, GBDS, President, 32 years experience
Julie Chiles, Agent, VP Client Services, 18 years experience

Tonya Snodgrass, Agent, Sr. Account Manager, 19 years experience

info@intercoastalinsurance.com
690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

321-253-2662

ACA Certified
Let us provide You with a

free analysis of all your benefits!

We have the expertise to answer your questions regarding ACA requirements
and Small Group Plans. Intercoastal Insurance, Inc. has many partners enabling

us to provide you with the most competitive rates and benefits. We provide
business solutions with a service oriented approach for small and large employers.
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Brevard Health Alliance recently recognized Pam

Gatto, as she retired from serving as a longtime member of

the BHA Board of Directors. During her tenure, she led the

organization through “extraordinary growth” in expanded

medical, dental and behavioral health services.

Gatto was a BHA board member for nine years. She

served as board vice chairwoman, and as chairwoman from

May 2014 through May 2016. During that time, BHA

expanded access to 61,000 new medical patients, opened

the 35,000–square–foot Sarno Regional Clinic with full–

service dental care, and a new clinic in Port St. John.

Lisa Gurri, the chief executive officer of BHA, empha-

sized the need to provide access to a medical home where

patients have a “Medical Provider Team,” for medications,

urgent and routine medical needs, immunizations, medical

screenings, behavioral health services, and assistance with

accessing community resources.

BHA began in 2005 with 16 associates and a desire to

improve the health of the medically underserved popula-

tion of Brevard County. It now employs more than 300

associates and has registered roughly 98,000 patients, said

Gurri. Since beginning operation BHA has:

l Opened seven medical clinics across the county.

l Provided medical, dental or behavioral health services

to more than 98,000 individual Brevard County residents.

l Provided more than 832,500 medical, dental, behav-

ioral health, or enabling services visits to patients.

l Discounted its services by more than $31.5 million to

Brevard’s citizens.

l Provided more than $44.9 million in free medications

to patients (as valued at average wholesale price).

“We have also contributed significantly to the economy

of Brevard by providing more than $78 million in compen-

sation and benefits to our associates over our 11 years of

operations,” said Gurri.

And, finally, “through the generosity of Health First,

Parrish Medical Center and the Space Coast Health

Foundation, we have provided more than $45.7 million in

free diagnostic and laboratory services to our patients.

Under the “guidance of the board of directors and the

leadership of Pam Gatto,” BHA has maintained its positive

commitment to improve the health status of Brevard

County’s medically underserved populations by providing

an “extraordinary” quality of service in an environment

which improves access to a primary care medical home.

We thank Pam Gatto for her dedication to the citizens of

Brevard County,” said Gurri.

Brevard Health Alliance recognizes Pam Gatto for years of leadership on the board of directors

District 4 administrative board to meet
A regular meeting of the Brevard County Parks and Recreation Central Area Parks Operations District 4 Administra-

tive Board will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 28, at the Central Area Parks Operations Office in Cocoa.

Brevard Family Partnership
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Florida Prep
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Enrolling Now Grades 5 thru 12

Admissions Open House 
Saturday, 10th December at 9:30 am

RSVP: admissions@flprep.com

Call 321-723-3211 for more information or to schedule a private visit.

Melbourne’s Premier Preparatory Academy for o	r 55 y ears!
A limited number of places now available for January 2017.

www.flprep.com

Florida Preparatory Academy

Every child deserves a loving home, and as a foster parent, you 
can provide critical encouragement and guidance on their path 
to adulthood. They will become the next generation of employees 
and parents, and they need your support to become productive 

members of the community. 

BE A FOSTER PARENT.

Make a difference in a teenager’s
life by becoming a foster parent.
Call us today at (321) 710-9521.
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The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery
Continued from page 10

of research and are very much viewed as thought–leaders

in the field.”

Dr. Darlington, who enjoys surfing and kiteboarding,

earned his medical degree from the University of Califor-

nia–Davis, where he conducted research in corneal

disease. Following an internship at Scripps Mercy Hospital

in San Diego, he completed his residency in ophthalmology

at UC–Davis. There, he piloted research on laser–vision

correction and wavefront technology in the field of

refractive surgery. He then performed the Lindstrom

Fellowship in advanced anterior segment surgery,

including glaucoma, corneal, and refractive surgery, in

Minneapolis. Dr. Richard Lindstrom, a pioneer in corneal

preservation research, is the founder of Minnesota Eye

Consultants.

A new technology in the field of ophthalmology is the

“Kahook Dual Blade,” a device that allows eye surgeons to

treat glaucoma patients in combination with cataract

surgery or as a standalone procedure to restore function to

the natural outflow system of the eye.

This is a technique Dr. Darlington uses to treat

glaucoma in various patients. Using precision

micromachining and laser–cutting technology, the KDB is

engineered to excise “trabecular meshwork issue” through

a clear corneal incision as small as 1.2 centimeters.

Kahook is a class of surgeries only developed recently.

They are called micro–invasive glaucoma surgeries, or

MIGs. “Not all glaucoma surgeons perform MIGs, but it’s

going to be the wave of the future in terms of managing

glaucoma,” he said.

As technology has progressed, less invasive techniques

have emerged that have improved the safety and profile

for glaucoma surgery, said Orloff. This opened more

surgical options for patients interested in effective

glaucoma management which does not rely solely on the

continuous use of prescription medication.

“It’s very important for someone who has glaucoma to

keep their eye pressure low, and Dr. Darlington has an

arsenal of resources to help such a patient maintain and

have useful vision for the rest of their life. Blindness that

comes from glaucoma is permanent,” said Orloff.

Glaucoma is a group of eye diseases that damage the

optic nerve, which links the eyes to the brain, said

Dr. Darlington. It is most commonly associated with

elevated pressure inside the eye. Without treatment,

glaucoma can cause irreversible vision loss in a person’s

side vision, then in his or her central vision.

With early diagnosis and treatment, sight can be

preserved. However, glaucoma incidence is on the rise.

Researchers predict that glaucoma will affect as many as

6.3 million Americans by 2050.

The American Academy of Ophthalmology recommends

that adults start getting regular comprehensive eye

examinations at age 40. This is the age when early signs of

eye disease and changes in vision may first occur. Even if

you have seemingly perfect vision, it is important to get a

comprehensive eye examination from an ophthalmologist,

a physician specializing in medical and surgical eye care.

In the spirit of the holiday season, Dr. James

McManus, a board–certified ophthalmologist and cataract

specialist at The Eye Institute, and Dr. Darlington, who

has performed thousands of cataract surgeries, seek to give

the gift of sight to two area residents in need.

Dr. McManus, the founder of The Eye Institute, introduced

“The Christmas Cataract” program several years ago and

it has changed the lives of the recipients. He describes the

program as “a happy ending waiting for your story.”

“Dr. McManus is excited to welcome Dr. Darlington as

his partner this year in the program,” said Orloff.

The two physicians encourage Brevard County

residents who may be experiencing vision loss because of

cataracts, who are uninsured and in need, to visit

TheChristmasCataract.com. Dr. McManus and

Dr. Darlington will restore the sight of two Brevard

County residents.

There are instructions on the website — where you can

listen to some of the great holiday classics sung by Frank

Sinatra — explaining how an individual or a loved one can

share a photo and their story describing how vision loss

has impacted their life and how they believe their life could

improve if their vision was restored. Dr. McManus and

Dr. Darlington will review all the entries and carefully

determine the individuals most likely to benefit from

cataract surgery.

“In years past the Christmas Cataract program has

helped some worthy candidates receive the gift of sight.

And there is nothing greater,” said Orloff.

Brevard Zoo
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Berman Hopkins Wright & LaHam • Hart to Hart Kalli Ecker
High Stack Gordan Kirby • The Viera Company

Bacchae Wine Bar • Bagel 13 • Brevard Ale Works
Bugnutty Brewing Company • Carrabba’s Italian Grill
Cibo Neighborhood Eatery • Coconuts on the Beach

Double D’s BBQ • El Chico Café • Florida Beer Company
FM Pizza Oven • Gator’s Dockside Melbourne • Genna Pizza

The Green Room Café • Green Turtle Market
Grills Riverside • The Hangar by Sports Page

Hooters Merritt Island • House of Pastel
Intracoastal Brewing Company • Island Fish Grill

Kona Ice • Love Bugs Donuts & Bakery
The Melting Pot at The Avenue • Mr. J’s Ice Cream & More

Niki’s Restaurant • The Nomad Café
Ocean 302 • Old School Pizza • Olive Tree Greek Grill

Palm Shores Bistro • PC Keats Restaurant • Philly Fire Wagon
Pizza Gallery & Grill • Red Ginger Asian Cuisine
Renaissance Catering of Cocoa • River Rocks

Rusty’s Seafood & Oyster Bar • Scott’s On Fifth
Sergio’s Tacos Mexican Grill • Shells • Slow & Low Bar-B-Que

Smokey Bones • Space Coast Convention Center
Sonny’s BBQ • Starbucks • Taco City • Take A Bite Cupcakes

Tequila Azul • Tely’s Chinese Restaurant • Tijuana Flats Tex-Mex
Trend Kitchen • Tuscany Grill • Two Chicks and A Pot

UNO Pizzeria & Grill • Vincinos • Wendy’s

Carroll Distributing • Classic Wood Flooring
Cocoa Beach Surf Company/Cocoa Beach Express

Executive Cigar • Space Coast Credit Union

Brand Transfer and Storage • Dave & Kim Brown • Certi�ed General Contractors
Classic Wood Flooring • Nick & Diane Heldreth • Steve & Cathy Johnson
Keystone Bene�t Group – Mike deVaux • Malcolm & Jane Kirschenbaum

Matt & Sue Ann Kucera • Pat McMahon & Bob Mansbart • SKY Advertising

8TH ANNUAL JAZZOO 
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BRPH in Melbourne, an international architecture and

engineering firm, is celebrating the completion of its

newest project at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor

Complex, “Heroes and Legends.” As the architect and

engineer of record for Heroes and Legends, BRPH took the

design concepts for the new attraction and “made them

reality.”

The BRPH team repurposed a portion of the existing

Early Exploration building and added a prominent

addition to the Visitor Center, paying tribute to space

exploration.

BRPH Senior Project Manager Nick Gigante, who

oversaw the work, said, “BRPH has a long history of

involvement with exhibits at the Visitor Center, including

Forever Remembered, the Rocket Garden, Space Shuttle

Atlantis and the Shuttle Launch Simulator, to name a few.

We are humbled to once again be involved in a historic

exhibit, honoring those who risked their lives to make the

world a better place.”

This project was “anything but ordinary for the firm,”

whose team faced unique challenges throughout the 18

month–long project. BRPH Senior Architect Robert

Bartlett said, “Our team faced the unusual challenge of

allowing for a full–sized, historically significant rocket to

be moved in and hung from the roof of the building.

Designing the structure, overseeing the logistics of moving

the artifact into position and fine–tuning sight lines were

all challenges our team successfully navigated.”

The team also incorporated a new, curved, 3D

immersive theater with tiered viewing platforms inside an

existing structure. This theater was designed in such a

way as to minimize noise overflow into neighboring

conference rooms, with new structural systems and

lighting, as well as heating, ventilation and air condition-

ing to maximize the viewing experience for visitors.

BRPH Construction Services also managed the on–site,

day–to–day operations of the project, including both the

schedule and budget. This resulted in an “on–time, within

budget completion of the 36,880–square– foot attraction.”

Founded in 1964, BRPH is an international architec-

ture, engineering, design and construction services firm

offering a full range of in–house services.

For information on the firm, visit BRPH.com.

BRPH celebrates grand opening of Heroes and Legends attraction at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

No DSM–5 update coming out this fall
There is no new Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders coming out this fall, which is used by clini-

cians, therapists, social workers and others involved in the field of mental health. The Oct. 31 “BBN” story on Webster

University’s graduate program in mental–health counseling said an update was coming this fall. The DSM–5 came out in

June 2013 and that was the first major revision since 1994, with minor changes made in 2000.

Riverview Towers
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Centrally located in Brevard County

80,000 sq.ft. "Class A" Office/Retail Building

Located at the Intersection of US1 & Suntree Blvd.

Underground Parking  �  Spectacular Intercoastal Views

Prime Visability & High Traffic Count

RRRRRoberoberoberoberobert Kt Kt Kt Kt Kodsi  (321) 453-5360odsi  (321) 453-5360odsi  (321) 453-5360odsi  (321) 453-5360odsi  (321) 453-5360

www.tricondevelopment.com

At Suntree

Melbourne Office: 723-1400
Indialantic Office: 724-2300
Relocation: 725-1500

Palm Bay Office: 725-8120
Viera Office: 259-2993
Commercial: 723-3664

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965
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Visual Dynamics Inc.
Continued from page 11

The Apple Watch Series 2 is packed with fitness and

health–monitoring capabilities, including a water–

resistant 50–meter rating for swimming and a built–in

GPS so users can now run without an iPhone.

The watch also features a dramatically brighter display

and a powerful dual–core processor.

“The Apple Watch has really come into its own. It took

about a year for it to catch on with consumers and for

people to start experiencing it,” said Wooten.

“With the Apple Watch Series 2, you can wear it when

you are swimming, surfing or diving. It’s also a more

independent device. It has its own GPS, so it can function

independently from your phone.”

With built–in GPS, the Apple Watch Series 2 records

precise distance, pace and speed for outdoor workouts such

as walking, running or cycling, without needing to take an

iPhone. Users can begin an outdoor workout immediately

as the Apple Watch Series 2 uses Wi–Fi, GPS and locally

stored satellite data to quickly identify their location.

For swimmers, Apple developed new algorithms after

“hundreds of hours of research,” the company says, for two

new workout options — “pool and open water.” The Apple

Watch Series 2 can count laps, track average lap pace and

auto–detect stroke types to accurately measure active

calorie burn.

Also, Apple and Nike recently partnered to introduce

Apple Watch Nike+, which combines all of the unique

features of the Apple Watch Series 2 with the new

Nike+ Run Club app. The Apple Watch Nike+ also

features exclusive Nike Sports Bands and unique watch

faces inspired by Nike’s iconic style that can be easily

personalized with useful apps like Activity Rings, Heart

Rate, Stopwatch, and Weather — helping runners stay

informed at a glance.

Visual Dynamics has been serving customers since

1988. The company is in a hiring mode. One of the open

positions is for a fulltime social media director, which will

include some training responsibilities at the stores.

“What we lack in the company right now is a strong

social media presence,” said Wooten.

“We have a Facebook page and we use Twitter a little

bit. We need someone who can head up our social media

program and expand that communications platform. It’s

an interesting and balanced position. The individual who

is hired to be our social media director will be doing social

media events at our stores in Indian Harbour Beach and at

The Avenue Viera.”

When you purchase an iPad or Macintosh computer

from Visual Dynamics, you receive 90 minutes of hands–

on training on either device, free of charge. Visual Dynam-

ics also offers discounted bundled training packages.

Visual Dynamics has been an Authorized Apple

Specialist since 1997. That was Apple’s highest ranked

dealer network, until now.

“Apple wanted to bring that up a notch to a higher level,

and created a new program called the Apple Premier

Partner,” said Wooten.

“The new program requires a higher level of Apple

knowledge, a higher level certification, a higher level of

dedication and some changes in our stores and staffing

because it’s a very prestigious program.”

Visual Dynamics will be putting up new signage at its

two stores as part of the transition to Apple Premier

Partner status.

Wooten estimates there are only 50 to 60 Apple

Premier Partners in the world. “We are very proud to be

one of the Apple Premier Partners,” he said.

Pat Stewart head floral designer at new Wholesale Furniture Market
Pat Stewart, a longtime area floral designer, is adding her expertise as head floral designer for the newly opened

Wholesale Furniture Market. The store is located on the corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. The business

contains 30,000 square feet of furniture, lighting, art work, accessories and more than 100,000 stems of loose flowers and

greenery. “This is an opportunity for consumers to really save money. All florals, stems and flowers are at less than

wholesale cost.” Stewart said she “encourages all florists in the area to come in and have a look around at the inventor y

and great prices that the store offers.” Stewart has more than 40 years experience in the floral–design industry. “I’m

proud to be associated with this new exciting store.”
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Casual Fine Dining with a Continental Flare

321-631-1133

Open Thanksgiving

Join Our Family
for Thanksgiving Dinner
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2016 Goal

$6,300,000
Thank you to the 2016

United Way Summer Pacesetters
These organizations ran early United Way campaigns to show our community

their commitment to providing hope to those in need right here in Brevard.
Please consider joining the effort.  

Corporate Gift Pacesetters include:
Harris Corporation $205,000
Rockwell Collins $26,000
Florida Power & Light Company $22,000
Wells Fargo $21,000
Waste Management $20,000
Lockheed Martin $10,500
AT&T $8,000
United Launch Alliance $7,500
AECOM $5,500
Jacobs Technology $5,000
Community Credit Union of Florida $3,500
PNC Bank $3,500
BIMDA $2,500
BRPH Companies, Inc. $2,000

Workplace Campaign Pacesetters include:
Publix Super Markets $1,092,000
Health First $162,184
United Way Board and Council of Advisors $149,411
Florida Tech Leadership Team $39,405
United Way Staff $26,042
Brevard County Target Stores $22,895
UBS Financial Services, Inc. $14,111
Aging Matters of Brevard $8,000
City of West Melbourne $6,577
BRIDGES BTC INC. $5,901
Coastal Ambulance Service $4,557
Brevard Neighborhood Development Coalition $1,496

2016 Total including other commitments $2,215,719

$6,300,000

$2,215,719
35% of Goal

Changing Lives & Strengthening Communities
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Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard
Continued from page 1

10 to 20 years experience in emergency medicine,” said

Dr. Kevin Brackett, a board–certified veterinarian who

founded the AECCC after taking over another emergency–

care practice in Melbourne 20 years ago and shaping it

into the full–service institution it is today.

He added, “Our goal has always been to not only

provide the community with the highest level of care, but

also to provide the referring veterinarians, the general

practitioners, in the community with the highest level of

support. We have always looked at them as part of the

team. We hope we are viewed as an extension of their

practice, not in competition with their practice.”

The AECCC has just expanded its deep bench of

veterinarian talent with the recruitment of Dr. Mary

Jackson, a board–certified “criticalist.” Dr. Jackson is the

only criticalist in Brevard County and one of only 32 in

Florida.

“Critical care is a new discipline in the field of veteri-

nary medicine,” said Dr. Brackett. “Our vision has always

been to keep moving the bar forward, raising the level of

care and the diagnostic options available to the commu-

nity.”

“We want to get the word out in the community that

this type of specialty care is here, and it mirrors what’s

being used on the human side of medicine. Criticalists are

veterinarians with specialized training. We are really

excited to welcome Dr. Jackson as our criticalist. We

already have critical–care medicine, but we’re moving to a

higher level with Dr. Jackson’s expertise. The two

disciplines are married, yet they are two very different

environments,” he added.

Dr. Jackson joins a team of 10 full–time veterinarians

at the AECCC. In addition to herself and Dr. Brackett, the

team, practicing in various areas, includes: Dr. Curt

Barchard, Dr. Chris Beale, Dr. Kimberly Maier,

Dr. Jacqueline Serio, Dr. Pierre Bichsel, Dr. Scott Goett,

Dr. Elizabeth Lechner and Dr. John Moser.

Also affiliated with the practice are Dr. Davin Borde

(cardiology), Dr. Michael Canfield (dermatology),

Dr. Trevor Zachariah of the Brevard Zoo, and dermatology

resident Dr. Maria Ierace. The AECCC support team

includes 27 people.

“The pet owners have to feel like they want to see a

specialist. When that decision is made, we hope that they

come here because we provide the widest number of

practice disciplines and the highest level of diagnostics

power in the community,” said Dr. Brackett.

Dr. Jackson, who previously worked in South Florida

and is a board–certified Diplomate of the American

College of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care, is a

graduate of the University of Missouri College of Veteri-

nary Medicine.

“It’s great to be able to have this level of critical care in

the community,” said Dr. Jackson. “I’ve only been here a

couple of months and I’m loving it — helping my col-

leagues and helping the pets and their owners.”

She continued, “I see the pets when they are at their

absolute worst. They are really sick or really injured.

These are the most difficult cases. I work to get them

through their crisis and, hopefully, on to a happy and safe

recovery.”

Dr. Jackson performed her three–year critical–care

residency at the University of Missouri.

“After you complete the three years of specialized

training — you are evaluated annually — and graduate

from the residency grogram, you are given the privilege to

sit for a very intensive two–day examination. If you pass

the examination, you earn the Diplomate of the American

College of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care

credential. So it’s quite an extensive process beyond the

basic veterinary school education,” said Dr. Jackson, who

was awarded her DACVECC credential this year.

Only one in three candidates passes the DACVECC

examination on their first try.

“Dr. Jackson spent her residency being trained in the

‘toughest–of–the–toughest’ cases. She brings another layer

of expertise to the veterinary community. When we talk

about significant traumas, diseases, and snake bites —

multi–system breakdowns — that’s where the expertise

comes in,” said Dr. Brackett.

He said that Dr. Jackson does a lot of specialty multi–

catheter lumen placements in her practice, which allows

her to pull blood from the pet using one port, put nutrition

in another and drugs in yet another. “She’s bringing in

new diagnostic tools — which are always exciting — and

testing capabilities and equipment.” There are many

advantages of using a “multi–lumen central line,”

including repeated “atraumatic” blood sampling.

The AECCC is truly a 24/7 facility and is set up to

operate during storms, as it did when Hurricane Matthew

struck Brevard County. The facility never closed before or

during the actual hurricane.

“We were seeing and treating pets without interrup-

tion. For 24 hours, the building ran on a generator we

have for these types of emergencies. We were fully

functional and fully staffed. And God bless the people who

staffed the facility. They have the utmost confidence in the

building and actually evacuate here in the event of a

storm. They come with their family members and their

pets,” said Dr. Brackett.

The AECCC places a lot of emphasis on customer

service and uses an outside company to survey clients

based on their visits and their experiences.

“The ultimate goal for the pet is to ideally have a

positive outcome, and we also want the customers to have

a positive experience. We can do the best medical job in

the world, but if we don’t work really hard to make sure

the client is well taken care of during their visit, they may

not see the perceived value of our service,” said

Dr. Brackett.

The comments from the customer–service surveys are

posted in the hall of the facility. “We take the time to go

back and review each case. We try very hard to use the

feedback to continue to provide better and better experi-

ences,” said Dr. Brackett, who added that 95 percent of the

feedback is positive.

The reviews on Yelp have been overwhelmingly

positive, garnering 4.5 out of 5 stars, like this one that was

posted on Sept. 12, 2016: “My small dog was hit by a car

on A1A and we rushed him there. Everyone was compas-

sionate, calm, and professional. They helped our little car–

chaser pull through. An amazing facility and staff. I

cannot say enough good things about them.”

Saving the life of a pet may extend the life of its owner.

Veterinary professionals don’t need a study to tell them

that pets are good for your health. But now, there is

quantitative data to prove it. Late last year, the Human

Animal Bond Research Initiative released a new economic

study that quantifies the health–care cost savings

associated with pet ownership.

The economic analysis, conducted at George Mason

University, calculated an $11.7 billion savings in U.S.

health–care costs as a result of pet ownership. There are

132 million pet owners in America. The savings was for

physician office visits.

For example, the 20 million dog owners who walk their

dogs five or more times a week, showed a lower incidence

of obesity and saved $419 million in health–care costs.

“Americans love pets, which are more frequently seen

as family members these days,” said Dr. Brackett. Perhaps

that’s why pet health insurance is one of the fastest–

growing employee benefits.

As the job market recovers, more employers are

strengthening their benefits package by offering their

employees pet health insurance. As the popularity of pet

health insurance expands, many companies are subsidiz-

ing a percentage of their employee’s cost, with some

companies now paying as much as 100 percent of their

employee’s pet insurance premiums.

“Pet insurance is definitely a growing market. We hope

that all of these little things help pet owners be better able

to take care of their pets,” said Dr. Brackett, whose

practice offers pet owners various pet–insurance options.

Keeping your pet healthy and out of a critical–care

situation is always the top priority for the owner. But

accidents and emergencies do happen to pets just like they

do to humans. And critical care is a veterinary specialty

that could save your pet’s life. If your pet should become

injured or suddenly develop an acute, life–threatening

disease, it will need prompt emergency care. Emergency

room veterinarians have additional training beyond

graduating from a recognized veterinary school.

Many consumers do not fully realize the in–depth

education and training of a general veterinarian and one

like Dr. Jackson who went on to become a criticalist.

They first must complete a doctor of veterinary

medicine (DVM or VMD) degree at an accredited college of

veterinary medicine. A veterinary medicine program

generally takes four years to complete. There are some 30

colleges with accredited programs in the United States.

Admission to these programs is very competitive. Less

than half of all applicants were accepted in 2014, according

to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

To specialize in critical care, they must compete three

additional years of intense training in emergency, surgery,

and critical care through completion of an American

College of Emergency and Critical Care–approved

program. This program is referred to as a “residency” in

emergency and critical–care medicine and focuses on the

most up–to–date techniques for the diagnosis and

treatment of life–threatening diseases in a critical–care

setting. The residency is supervised by mentors who have

been through similar training programs and are them-

selves board–certified Diplomats of the American College

of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care.




