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key Protze pushes hard down stretch
United Way Job
Campaign
resource connecting
firms and job seekers
By Ken Datzman

United Way of Brevard’s 2016 Workplace Giving
Campaign is heading into its final 10 weeks. And Therrin
Protze, its fired–up chairman, is pushing hard to make
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Brevard Public Schools announces the six finalists for Teacher of Year honor; Gala set Jan. 25 at King Center
Six Brevard Public Schools’ teachers have been selected
as finalists for the 2017 Teacher of the Year distinction.
“It is an honor to recognize these creative teachers who
demonstrate passion and skill to make learning environments rigorous and rewarding for our students,” said
Dr. Desmond Blackburn, BPS superintendent. “All of the
finalists exhibit energy and forward–thinking practices in
their classrooms every day.”
The finalists are: Jane Ararguez, Saturn Elementary;
Jessica Davis–King, Enterprise Elementary; James
DesJardin, Cocoa Beach Junior–Senior High; Melissa
Kane, West Melbourne School for Science; Michelle
Powers, Southwest Middle School; and Vanessa Tress,
Cocoa High.
These individuals were selected from among the 90
district teacher of the year nominees by a panel of judges
comprised of principals and teachers from all over the
county. Finalists were measured against a rigorous set of
criteria that includes teaching philosophy and practice,
leadership, professional development and parental
engagement in the learning process.
The 2017 BPS Teacher of the Year will be chosen by a
committee composed of education and civic leaders in the
formal selection process and will be announced in the
ceremonies at the ABC Awards Gala on Jan. 25 at
Maxwell C. The King Center in Melbourne.
The winner will be Brevard’s representative in the
state’s 2017–18 Florida Department of Education–Macy’s
Teacher of the Year.
Additional information on the six finalists:
l Araguez, a kindergarten teacher at Saturn Elementary, believes in engaging students to help them learn. She
is “extremely” involved in the Saturn Elementary School
community, serving as a member of the Math Leadership
Team, Lego League Jr., and is school coordinator of
Walmart Math Night celebrations, among other tasks.
Additionally, Araguez has utilized Crowdsource funding to
purchase flexible seating in her classroom when she
deemed it necessary. “She seems to take additional duties
in stride,” said Principal Michael Miller. “Jane is highly
respected and regarded by staff members, parents, and

students at Saturn. She is a one–of–a–kind teacher.”
l Davis–King has been Enterprise Elementary’s
intermediate exceptional student resource teacher for five
years. Davis–King has been recognized two times as the
school’s Teacher of the Year and she is known for her
efforts to support the continuous improvement of student
learning and the school environment. She helps achieve
this by facilitating the school’s safety patrol, a morning
Maker–Space group, and a STEM classroom open for
intermediate students to work on hands–on instruction,
where projects come to life through the use of 3D printers
and computers. “Mrs. Davis–King collaborates with every
teacher and supports them to ensure our students are
doing their personal best,” said Principal Jean Bartleson.
l Former Lt. Col. DesJardin teaches 180 cadets in
Cocoa Beach Junior–Senior High’s Army Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC). DesJardin takes “pride”
in utilizing his own personal experiences in the U.S. Army
to “foster a sense of spirit in challenging oneself and
others,” he said. “My high–school teaching career was
placed on hold for 23 years as I followed my first dream, to
be a soldier. I have dedicated myself to coaching, teaching,
and mentoring America’s youth.” Principal Karyle Green is
“proud of DesJardin’s JROTC teams” as they often take
first in state placement for academic curriculum, community service, physical training, and outreach. “He takes
time to teach his students what’s important in life. He
guides students when they are facing difficult choices and
mentors them when they make a mistake,” Green said.
“One of his top priorities is helping students strive for
success after high school, whether that be college, military
or family. He is the consummate educator.”
l Kane teaches English language arts and social
studies to fifth graders at West Melbourne Elementary
School for Science. She won both the Brevard County and

the state of Florida Social Studies Teacher of the Year
honor last year. Kane “facilitates” the school’s recycling
program in order to reduce waste sent to the landfill. The
program won a countywide award recently. She believes
teaching is the ultimate service to society. “Melissa is one
of the most dedicated, enthusiastic, and compassionate
teachers I know,” said Principal Neleffra Marshall. “Her
calm demeanor and ability to build relationships with
parents and students helps students achieve their full
potential.”
l Math teacher Powers has worked at Southwest
Middle School in Palm Bay for 14 years. She won last
year’s Exemplary Math Teacher honor, is the math team
leader, and co–sponsors the school’s Beta Club. The Beta
Club runs the school store and does school and community–based service projects. Powers is also a mentor
teacher and currently oversees three intern teachers from
Florida Tech. “I can unequivocally state that Mrs. Powers
is the teacher every parent wants for their child,” said
Principal Todd Scheuerer. “She exemplifies the true
definition of a distinguished educator that defines her
success and accomplishments of her students.”
l Ninth–grade English teacher Tress’ dedication to
Cocoa High is evident in the many programs she champions there. Her reach not only includes rigorous classroom
activities, but also the founding of the “iTiger” program to
help students use technology. She also works with the
AVID college–readiness program, coaches the volleyball
team, and sponsors the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
“Ms. Tress is a dynamic teacher dedicated to enriching the
literacy skills of her students. She magically balances her
natural coaching skills with her instructional style,” said
Principal Stephanie Solivenl. “She is able to motivate
reluctant learners and guide the higher achieving students
to more independent thought and critical analysis.”

Program set for Satellite Beach Public Library
The City of Satellite Beach will present a public–outreach program on installing bat houses on city property at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 7, at the Satellite Beach Public Library. The program will include a question–and–answer segment.
The library’s address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. For more information on the session, call the library at 779–4004.
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The sweet music of President–elect Trump rally will continue into 2017, bulls in command
By Johnathan Roth
BBN Market Forecaster
NEW YORK — Hello! It’s great to be back in print
again on this particular page where I make my bold stock–
market predictions for the year ahead and sound off about
some other things.
I have been writing my forward–looking financial
column for “BBN” for many years. It’s one of most exciting
things I do in the month of December here from my cozy
apartment. In order to make these canny forecasts, year
after year, I do a lot of research and study financial charts.
I’m a “chartist,” as they say in the rough–and–tumble
world of stock investing. But I’m also a realist.
Wow! What a year it has been for investors in equities,
and for American politics. As market players know, the
uplifting performance over the last six weeks of the Dow,
the S&P 500 and the NASDAQ — the leading indices —
has been driven by the election of businessman Mr. Donald
Trump as the 45th president of the United States. Some
like him. Some don’t.
I jumped aboard Mr. Trump’s political bandwagon
early, the “Trump Train.” I would like to remind readers
that last year in my column, I was actually touting
Mr. Trump as likely the next president and what that
would mean for the U.S. financial markets, considering his
pro–business stance in life.
I said, “If Mr. Trump wins the primary and goes on to
be elected the 45th president of the United States, the
financial markets will soar.” Now, that’s a pretty good call
for an NYU graduate who earned his bachelor’s degree in
integrated digital media and is a musician to boot. By the
way, I play guitar performing both solo and with a band in
the New York area.
Recently, I flew home to Brevard County to have my
beloved banjo repaired at the Gold Tone Music Group in
Titusville. It was a special trip I made to get my banjo
sounding perfectly again. As a manufacturer of alternative
folk–style instruments, they do fantastic work. They are
experts in their field, for sure.
After graduating from NYU in 2015, I took a year off to
record an album in New York and travel. I recently visited
Chile with my friend Vella. What a beautiful country. My
album project is a work in progress. I wrote the songs that
I’m recording. They are songs of “self–expression.” I’ll
provide an update as the album nears completion.
Let’s move on to the world of investing, a topic I greatly
enjoy. I like astrology, too. I think the two correlate in some
ways. Anyway, the bull market in stocks should go on for
at least another year before a pause. The momentum right
now is just too powerful.
Once Mr. Trump actually arrives in the White House
and his administration takes charge, the dynamics of the
programs they put into play will begin reshaping the
economy and everything around it.
With proposed tax reform on its way, a sharp focus on
job creation and perhaps a loosening of the regulatory
noose around the neck of banks, the economy will grow and
so will corporate earnings. As a result, the stock market
will continue to trend upward in 2017.
DECEMBER 26, 2016
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Now’s the time to review your portfolio to make sure it
has “Trump” stocks, like financials and industrial companies, for example. Consult your broker.
Let’s recap the financial forecast I made last December
for the three indices. I said the S&P 500 will close 2016 at
2,604. As I write this column on Dec. 12, 2016, the S&P
stands at 2,259. I pegged the NASDAQ to come in at 5,775.
It currently is 5,444. I’m counting on the “Santa Claus
rally” in the final trading days of the year to get me closer
to my predictions. Lastly is the performance of the Dow
this year. I know of no financial prognosticator in America
who saw the Dow last year advancing to where it is today
— 19,756. I had the Dow closing 2016 at 18,578 and I was
very generous in my forecast.
Here’s what I see happening in 2017. And I’m very

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

bullish on quality stocks that pay dividends.
On the final trading day of 2017, the Dow will close at
21,079; the S&P will check in at 2723; and the NASDAQ
will see 6,024. Big gains are on the way for investors. Of
course, these are not normal times for the financial
markets. Be sure to ring the register along the way in 2017
and take some profits. It’s going to be exciting!
Happy holidays from NYC and best wishes to
Brevardians in 2017! As a longtime correspondent for this
publication, I sincerely thank the many dedicated “BBN”
advertisers, the loyal readers, and the business community
for their years of support, having made my column possible
on an annual basis.
We’re here because of you.
Cheers to a prosperous 2017!
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 3
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Help is here if you are experiencing the ‘Fear of Missing Out’ on technology
By Nathan Vink
UCF Forum columnist
Technology is an amazing thing.
The quickness that the cell phone went from a brick
with an antenna to an all–in–one sophisticated computer,
camera and recording device is astounding. If you are in
your 30s or older, you know a time when there were no cell
phones and there was no such thing as the internet.
Now there is a strong desire to stay connected for the
instant gratification of being the first to know, maybe
about a news story or about a friend’s update. One recent
study showed that 84 percent of cell phone users say they
could not go a day without access to their phone. Another
study showed that more than 50 percent of cell phone
users check their phones for messages and updates even
when there isn’t a notification buzz.
The act of a cell phone user pulling out a phone and
checking the screen is being referred to as the new yawn,
as the act is contagious to others.
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With the speed that technology has developed, we are
just now beginning to understand the physical and mental
ramifications. Scientists have defined a psychological
disorder referred to as the Fear of Missing Out. The
addiction to checking social media can control lives and
ruin relationships.
Facebook has been found to heighten feelings of envy,
jealousy and loneliness. The act of constantly checking
technology can leave a person feeling consistently exhausted and fatigued. These symptoms are very apparent
on a college campus, as students multitask through their
day between class, work and home life.
So what is the best medicine for this addiction?
Disconnect and step away.
In outdoor education, creating planned time away from
distractions is referred to as a solo experience. A solo is
when students are given time and space away from the
rest of a lengthy expedition to recover and reflect. It is not
set up as a survival test, as the student is given a small
space to stay within and given sufficient food and water to
stay healthy.
This time, which can range from six hours to three
days, is typically preceded by a difficult stretch of the
expedition, which could include backpacking long miles for
multiple days in a row, early ‘alpine starts’ in order to
ascend a mountain peak, or orienteering navigation
through difficult and tricky terrain. In most cases the rest
is welcomed.
But as stepping away from your phone for just a day
can be difficult for some, this event can be a great challenge. I found on courses where students were carrying
50 lb. backpacks, logging double–digit miles each day, and
dealing with challenging weather and interpersonal
conflicts, that the solo was the most intimidating aspect of
the course.
The thought of being left alone with only your thoughts
was far too out of the ordinary for some, but this is an
integral time on the course in which the mission is to
provide students with a greater sense of self–efficacy and
to find their place in the world.
It allows students to be present in the natural environment and find comfort in solitude. It provides the time to
rest the mind and body, which coincides with studies that

show the brain learns and develops better when it is given
time away from distractions. It allows for the mind to be
more open to the creativity rather than consumption.
Lastly, it provides the time to look back on everything that
was accomplished and learn from mistakes and feedback.
These reflect the same benefits that can be found from
disconnecting from technology every now and again.
The time away does not have to be a grand event like a
solo, it can be as simple as taking the time to go for a walk
without your phone.
For college students, taking a break after a big study
session and going for a walk, or planning a longer hike
following the end of a semester can allow valuable
information and experiences to sink it and to be reflected
on.
Finding solitude can be difficult in an urban environment, but Central Florida is filled with wilderness parks to
provide the outlet.
Taking small steps to disconnect can lead to larger
ones. Instead of pulling out your phone during downtime,
take a seat and connect to what’s happening around you.
There are also different apps that will allow users to turn
off different social media websites on their computer and
phone, giving them freedom to still use the internet
without the pull to check Facebook or Instagram.
If you are looking for an event to jump–start your new
resolve, the National Day of Unplugging is March 3–4,
2017. This sundown–to–sundown 24–hour event is meant
to help participants reconnect with the world outside of
their technology bubble. Whether it is connecting with
your local community or spending quality time with
family, doing so without the pressure of outside distractions can provide a necessary rest and reset from always
being plugged in.
Technology is a fantastic resource for interaction and
enjoyment, but make sure to take the time to power down
your device in order to power up your mind.
Nathan Vink is the assistant director of UCF’s
Outdoor Adventure. He can be reached at
Nathan.Vink@UCF.edu.

‘The New York Times’ highlights its strengths in reporting on issues around world
Because each day we are reminded that freedom of the
press comes at a considerable cost, we wanted to share
with you a collection of recent articles that exemplify our
mission and our values as journalists.
l On the ground.
Each day when you explore “The Times” you experience
the work of journalists reporting from more than 170
countries — from the mountains of Bolivia to the boulevards of Paris to the U.S.–Mexico border and beyond. Only
we can do that.
l Depth and insight.
From breaking the story to giving you the bigger story,
“Times” journalists work to deepen your understanding of
issues and events — from the aftermath of incarceration
without trial to the global refugee crisis to climate change.
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l Without fear or favor.
In a media landscape rife with fake news, we put facts
over fiction. Beholden to no outside interests, we hold
leaders accountable, investigate workplace abuses and
amplify the voice of the disenfranchised.
Thank you.
Our readers are at the center of everything we do. Our
mission is to provide you with real, original, fact–based
journalism that helps you make greater sense of our world
and our times.
The New York Times
The New York Times Company
620 Eighth Ave.
New York, NY, 10018
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to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015
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NEWS RELEASE

Date: August 28, 2015

Released By: Major Tod Goodyear

NR # 15-78

TITUSVILLE WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE
REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE
Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42-year-old Dana Delaney
Loyd of Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking. The arrest was
based upon an Arrest Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by
the Court. Loyd was transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500
bond.

BE SURE TO PICK UP
YELLOW HIGHLIGHTS

The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April
29, 2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect. The defendant
falsely identified herself as a substitute teacher who had heard the alleged victim make statements
that her father, had a sexual relationship with her and referred the operator to the online
publication, Brevard’s Best News.com for additional details. The investigation revealed that the
defendant had never met nor spoken with the alleged victim and was providing information that
was contained in a police report of a previously unfounded allegation reported in 2010 in North
Carolina.
The investigation uncovered that the defendant contacted a local sports club where the father of
the victim was a volunteer and advised them that he was molesting a child. The father was
suspended from his position until an internal investigation was completed. The defendant also
contacted a prospective employer of the father in another state and advised them they should go
to her blog to read about his inappropriate relationship with his daughter and that he should not
hire him. The defendant also engaged in a course of conduct of contacting persons known to the
father, referring them to the articles contained on her blog.

‘Loyalty
everything toto
me!!!’
‘Loyalty
is iseverything
me!!!’
Brevard County SheriffBrevard
Robert
Wayne
Ivey
County
Sheriff Robert
Wayne Ivey
to
to Dana Delaney Loyd
Dana Delaney Loyd
on
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

April 29, 2015
2015

Anyone with information about this Investigation is asked to please call Brevard County Sheriff’s
Office SVU Agent Robert Fischer at 321-633-8419, or CRIMELINE at 1-800-423-TIPS (8477), you
can also visit http://crimeline.org/, or text ‘crimeline’ plus your tip to CRIME (274637). All
information to CRIMELINE is confidential and you may be eligible for a reward.
For additional information concerning this News Release, please call Major Tod Goodyear
through the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center at 321-633-7162.
XXX

700 S. Park Avenue, Titusville, Florida 32780 x 321-264-5201 x www.BrevardSheriff.com

To Be Continued ...
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CASIS, National Science Foundation announce opportunity to study fields of combustion, thermal transport
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — The Center for
the Advancement of Science in Space (CASIS) and the
National Science Foundation (NSF) have announced
a joint solicitation wherein researchers will have the
ability to leverage resources onboard the International Space Station (ISS) U.S. National Laboratory
in the fields of combustion and thermal transport.
Up to $1.8 million will be awarded for multiple
research investigations to support flight projects to
the ISS National Laboratory.
Through this partnership, CASIS and NASA will
facilitate hardware implementation and on–orbit
access to the ISS National Laboratory. NSF will fund
the selected projects to advance fundamental science
and engineering knowledge. CASIS is the nonprofit
organization responsible for managing and promoting
research onboard the ISS National Laboratory. NSF
supports transformative research to help drive the
U.S. economy, enhance national security and maintain America’s position as a global leader in innovation.
The unique high–quality and long–duration
microgravity environment on the ISS National
Laboratory has many benefits for the study of
combustion and thermal transport phenomena.
Many processes that affect the behavior of systems
on Earth, such as thermal convection, sedimentation,
hydrostatic pressure, and buoyancy, are absent in
microgravity. The elimination of these variables
allows phenomena of interest to be studied without

gravitational interference. This is the second joint
solicitation between NSF and CASIS; the first focused
on fluid dynamics projects, which were awarded in
September.
Through this solicitation, CASIS and NSF seek
proposals that will evaluate phenomena such as, but
not limited to: combustion (all phases), fire safety,
convective (forced) flow, phase change, radiation,
diffusion, interfacial behavior, and surface tension.
Studies in these fields could have significant applications for many industries, such as: clean energy,
carbon emissions and capture, manufacturing,
machinery, consumer products, oil and gas, electronics, medical devices & pharmaceuticals, and
microfluidics. All proposals must demonstrate a
tangible benefit to improving life on Earth.
“Microgravity provides a unique and exciting
setting to investigate combustion–related phenomena,” said CASIS Chief Scientist Dr. Randy Giles.
“Over the past few years, both CASIS and NASA have
been very interested in exploring this area and we
look forward to working with the NSF to build on
research of the past to influence opportunities
onboard the ISS National Lab for the future.”
“A fundamental understanding of how heat is
transferred through matter is critically important to
the development of new technologies, from medical
devices to communications systems,” said Grace
Wang, acting NSF assistant director for engineering.
“Similarly, combustion plays a critical role in energy

conversion, from traditional systems to novel propulsion devices. Space–based studies allow researchers
to investigate phenomena without the interference of
gravity, which has a tremendous influence on
combustion and thermal processes. The research has
the potential to advance our knowledge of these
important processes and benefit life on Earth.”
Before submitting a full proposal to the NSF, all
interested parties must submit a Preliminary
Feasibility Review form to CASIS, which will determine the operational feasibility and economic merit of
the proposed project. CASIS will notify the proposer
of a passing or failing review score within 28 days of
the Preliminary Feasibility Review form being
submitted; therefore, CASIS strongly encourages
interested parties to submit the review form no later
than Feb. 1, 2017. Only projects that pass the CASIS
Preliminary Feasibility Review will be invited to
submit a full proposal to NSF. The notification of a
passing score must be included in the full proposal
submission. NSF will close this grant solicitation on
March 10.
Visit www.SpaceStationResearch.com to learn
more about the on–orbit capabilities of the ISS,
including past research initiatives and available
facilities.
To learn more about the funding opportunity, view
the full proposal solicitation via the NSF Division of
Chemical, Bioengineering, Environmental, and
Transport Systems.
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City of Cocoa partners with local municipalities to share Employee Health Center, expand services in area
The cities of Cocoa, Cocoa Beach, Rockledge and
Satellite Beach have approved an interlocal agreement whereby each city will share Employee Health
Center services between the center located in Cocoa
and a new location opening early in 2017 in Satellite
Beach.
“Cocoa’s Employee Health Center, originally
opened in September 2014 as a way to promote the
well–being and health of city retirees, employees and
their dependents while reducing costs to the city in
the long term,” said Cocoa City Manager John
Titkanich Jr. “This interlocal agreement represents
a good example of intergovernmental cooperation at
the local level and we are excited at the opportunities it will bring our employees and the employees of
our sister municipalities.
“The City of Satellite Beach is excited to be part
of this creative partnership designed to take control
of the skyrocketing costs of employee healthcare,”

added Satellite Beach City Manager Courtney
Barker.
The Cocoa City Council originally approved an
agreement with “CareATC” to administer the
Employee Health Center back in September 2014.
The purpose of the health center is to provide quality
affordable health care to employees, retirees and
their dependents while reducing the cost to tax
payers over time.
The center currently operates 24 hours per week.
Since opening, utilization has steadily increased and
has been received as a “positive benefit for employees.” The only improvement recommendation
received from employees was to increase the operating hours.
“We are pleased to join our fellow municipalities
in an enterprise that has the potential to save tax–
payer dollars and increase employee wellness,” said
Charles Holland, the acting Cocoa Beach City

manager.
“Now with the facility partnership agreement in
place, the goal is to increase the operating hours to
the Cocoa location and have the additional location
in Satellite Beach that would benefit all eligible
employees who may live beachside,” said Tammy
Gemmati, administrative services director for the
City of Cocoa.
The interlocal agreement includes cost–sharing
and allocation of expenses for the two locations
based on each municipalities employee head count.
The term of the agreement is through Sept. 30, 2017,
with automatic renewals on an annual basis with
mutual agreement between the parties.
“The City of Rockledge is pleased to join the
employee health clinic partnership, and we look
forward to seeing it benefit our employees as well as
continuing to address the containment of health care
costs,” said Rockledge City Manager Jim McKnight.
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Women’s Center, American Muscle Car Museum presents ‘Ragtops, Carhops
& Rock and Roll’ fund–raiser; Elvis impersonator from ‘America’s Got Talent’
By Ken Datzman
Area residents will have the opportunity to visit and view one of the largest
private muscle–car collections in the
United States on Saturday, Jan. 14, when
the Women’s Center teams up with the
new American Muscle Car Museum in a
1950s–themed fund–raising event.
The solar–powered American Muscle
Car Museum in Melbourne, one of the top
facilities of its kind in America, is not
open to the public. But Mark Pieloch, the
president and owner, has reached out to
nonprofit organizations in the region
offering his facility as a venue for fund–
raisers, at no cost to them.
And the initial response has been
strong. The inaugural fund–raiser the
American Muscle Car Museum hosted
was for the American Cancer Society of
Brevard. The recent breast–cancer
awareness event was a big success and
sold out, with 500 people in attendance.
“We had a great turnout for that
event,” said Pieloch, an entrepreneur and
inventor who once owned six different
companies in numerous states after a
career in the pharmaceutical industry. “It
was fabulous. We were very pleased. We
sold out the corporate tables first, then
the VIP tickets, followed by general
admission. Of course, you learn a lot from
doing your first event.”
Recently, the American Muscle Car
Museum hosted a fund–raiser for the
Space Coast Kibble Kitchen. It is Brevard
County’s only 501(c)(3) Pet Food Bank.
The organization provides pet food to
qualified families to prevent animal
surrender to local shelters due to
financial hardship. All of the proceeds
from the event will go toward feeding the
animals. That program was a success,
too, as well as the event the American
Muscle Car Museum held for LEAD
Brevard.
Now through the end of next year, his
Museum has scheduled 27 events, of
which 23 are charity gatherings. “We
have really been overwhelmed with
nonprofits,” said Pieloch. “It’s nice to be
able to do this for the nonprofits in the
community. We do not charge them
anything. And they are totally free to pick
their food vendors and caterers and
everything else.”
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10
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The Women’s Center and the American Muscle Car Museum will present ‘Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll,’ a fund–raiser set for Jan. 14, at the Museum
in Melbourne. From left: Jenn Gould, development director at the Women’s Center; Mark Pieloch, president and owner, American Muscle Car Museum;
Rosemary Bain, Women’s Center South Guild president; and South Guild volunteer Enie Windle. Attendees will have the opportunity to see Pieloch’s
muscle–car collection, which features more than 260 cars valued at over $32 million, including this 1955 Chevy Bel Air, which was the official Indy 500
Pace Car that year.

There is a lot of interest in the
American Muscle Car Museum, not only
locally but also nationally. Reporters from
national publications, including “Motor
Week,” have made their way to
Melbourne to profile Pieloch and his
venture.
Now Pieloch is teaming up with the
Women’s Center, a local nonprofit
organization based in Melbourne with an
office on Julia Street in Titusville, to host
“Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll,” a
1950s “flashback experience.”
“This is going to be a fun event and
we’re very excited to have it at the
American Muscle Car Museum,” said

Enie Windle, who is a volunteer with the
Women’s Center’s South Guild, working
in fund development.
“I think it’s great the way Mark has
opened his facility to nonprofits for these
types of events, like the one we’re having.
His muscle–car collection is unbelievable.
I have never seen so many beautiful cars
in one place.”
“When I was growing up, my first car,
which was handed down to me, was a
1955 Chevy Bel Air,” said Rosemary
Bain, president of the Women’s Center’s
South Guild.

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

“When I first saw a 1955 Chevy Bel
Air at the American Muscle Car Museum, it brought tears to my eyes. And it
brought back a lot of great memories.”
One of the cars in Pieloch’s collection is
the official Indianapolis 500 Pace Car for
1955, which was a Chevrolet Bel Air.
“We are going to set up a ‘static
display’ where the attendees can have
their picture taken with one of these
magnificent cars at the museum. Ray
Baldino, a local professional photographer, will be taking the portraits. We’ll
have a backdrop of some sort that ties in

Please see ‘Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll,’ page 15
DECEMBER 26, 2016
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Spirit of helping in community lives on through The Margaret Heins Foundation
grants — areas of interest include women, children, environment, and the arts
By Ken Datzman
Private foundations across America,
which award grants to organizations, are
having a wide impact on helping make
their communities better places to live and
work.
While the large foundations typically
receive the most headline notoriety for the
sums of money they grant to organizations,
it’s the many small community–rooted
foundations that generate the most activity
on an annual basis. These foundations are
in the $1 million to $10 million range. They
overwhelmingly make up the largest
segment of charitable foundations in
America.
A local example is The Margaret Heins
Foundation, which has been awarding
grants quietly in Brevard County for the
last 14 years.
“I just reviewed our schedule and The
Margaret Heins Foundation has made 106
grants to various organizations since it was
established,” said Matthew Kucera,
chairman of The Margaret Heins Foundation Board of Trustees, who is with Merrill
Lynch. “We average 20 grants per year,
typically five grants per board meeting. We
funded the trust in 2001 and awarded our
first grant in 2002. We have met quarterly
since 2002.”
The long list of grant recipients
includes: Brevard Rescue Mission, Space
Coast Art Festival Inc., Serene Harbor Inc.,
Club Esteem, The Haven for Children Inc.,
Surfside Players, Crosswinds Youth
Services, AMI Kids Space Coast, Brevard
Alzheimer’s Foundation Inc., Friends of the
Children’s Advocacy Center of Brevard,
Junior Achievement of East Central
Florida Inc., North Brevard Charities
Sharing Center, and Habitat for Humanity
of Brevard County.
On this day of their board meeting in
Melbourne, The Margaret Heins Foundation had just approved five grants for a
number of Brevard County organizations.
“We generally look at projects that are
less than $25,000,” said Kucera, adding
that The Margaret Heins Foundation does
not get involved in capital campaigns.
In addition to Kucera, the five–member
permanent board includes Ronald Bray, a
retired certified public accountant; Carl
Coddington Jr., an insurance agent;
Charles Ian Nash, an attorney; and Larry
DECEMBER 26, 2016
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The Margaret Heins Foundation has been awarding grants in the community for the last 14 years. The late Heins, originally from Scotland, was a Cocoa Beach
resident. She worked for the British Embassy and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants in New York City. From left, members of the board of
trustees are: Matthew Kucera, Ronald Bray, Charles Ian Nash, Carl Coddington Jr., and Larry Garrison. They are at the Foundation office in Melbourne.

Garrison, a former executive vice president
and chief operating officer of Health First
Inc. who is retired and is an active community volunteer.
All five members have been on the
board since its inception.
“It has been a very rewarding experience to serve on the board,” said Garrison.
“Naming opportunities are important for
us. One of the things we’re working to do is
get The Margaret Heins Foundation name
out in the community more and tell about
the organization’s mission and purpose, so
that other worthy charities in the area can
apply for grants.”
He added, “The list of grantees we have
is pretty extensive. But we would be happy
to work with other charities that might not
know we exist and have them apply for
grants.”

The late Margaret “Peggy” Heins once
worked for the British Embassy and the
American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants in New York City, before
retiring to Cocoa Beach in the early 1970s.
She was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on
June 1, 1913. Heins moved to America in
1935, where she met and married her
husband, Teddy.
“Mrs. Heins was a resident in Cocoa
Beach whom I met in 1982 through my
employment at Merrill Lynch,” said
Kucera. “She and her husband were clients
of our firm.”
Before her death in January 2001,
Heins directed the bulk of her estate be
used for the exclusive benefit of Brevard
County and its residents. Her wishes are

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

being carried out by the board of trustees of
The Margaret Heins Foundation, which
has granted more that $1 million since its
founding.
The majority of her estate went to fund
the testamentary trust, said Kucera, which
is The Margaret Heins Foundation. “She
gave us input on the causes that were most
important to her. We try to honor all of her
intentions. And we usually display her
picture at every board meeting.”
The specific areas of interest which the
board seeks to address through the
Margaret Heins Foundation grants center
on children’s, women’s, and environmental
issues, as well as the arts.
“I think that The Margaret Heins
Foundation has worked extremely well,

Please see The Margaret Heins Foundation, page 17
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Authors Bob Graham and Chris Hand to
discuss their new book at the League of
Women Voters of Space Coast luncheon
The League of Women Voters of the Space Coast will
host a “Timely Topics” luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 14, at the Radisson at the Port in Cape
Canaveral.
The guest speakers will be Bob Graham, a former
Florida governor and a former U.S. senator, and
attorney Chris Hand. They will discuss their new book
“America, The Owner’s Manual: You Can Fight City
Hall — and Win.” A book–signing session will be held
following their presentation and books will be available
for purchase.
With Americans expressing overwhelming frustration with the political process, Graham and Hand’s book
demonstrates how individual citizens can enact positive
changes in their communities. The book focuses on the
skills required for effective citizenship and provides tips
from civic experts. Each chapter begins with a case
study showcasing individuals who joined together to
address a problem and developed a strategy to solve it.
The luncheon fee is $28. The program is open to the
public. Advance ticket purchase is required. The
reservation deadline is Jan. 8. To register for the
luncheon, visit http://lwvsc–timelytopics.eventbrite.com.
For more information on the League of Women
Voters, contact Doreen Archer at 622–4071 or
DoreenArcher1@gmail.com.
Graham was elected governor of Florida following
12 years of service in the Florida Legislature. During
two successful terms as governor, he was nationally
recognized for reforms in education, environmental
protection and economic diversification.
Upon concluding his two terms as governor, Graham
had an 83 percent approval rating from the people of
Florida. He was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1986,
serving three consecutive terms.
As a member of the Senate Finance, Environment
and Public Works, and Veterans Affairs Committees,
Graham was a leader on health, trade, tax, water and
infrastructure issues. He continues his work in environmental protection as chairman of the Florida Conservation Coalition and leads efforts to enhance citizen
engagement and train the next generation of public
leaders through the Bob Graham Center for Public
Service at the University of Florida.
Hand is an attorney with a long record of public
service. He previously served as speechwriter, press
secretary and campaign press secretary for Sen.
Graham and as campaign manager for Florida’s former
statewide elected chief financial officer, Alex Sink.
In 2008, Hand served as one of 27 Florida electors in
the United States Electoral College. In 2010, Graham
and Hand authored the original version of this book,
titled “America, The Owner’s Manual: Making Government Work for You.” From 2011 to 2015, Hand served
as chief of staff for the consolidated City of Jacksonville,
the 12th largest city by population in the United States,
where he managed Mayor Alvin Brown’s Office team
with oversight for policy, advocacy, communications,
outreach and scheduling.
DECEMBER 26, 2016
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Tickets on Sale for ‘Chowder Cook–off with a Twist,’ chefs and restaurants to compete for coveted awards
The 32nd annual “Chowder Cook–off with a Twist,”
hosted by the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s Convention and Visitors Bureau, will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 4, at Port Canaveral Cruise Terminal 1.
This event will feature area chefs and restaurants
competing with one another to determine who has the
“Best Chowder” and “Best Twist” on the Space Coast.
Attendees will have the opportunity to vote on their
favorite foods with the winners being presented with the
People’s Choice Awards. A celebrity judging panel will vote
for the Judges’ Choice Awards.
Confirmed this year for the celebrity judging panel are
Allison Walker Torres from News 13 in Orlando, Mike &
Mindy from Lite Rock 99.3/iHeartRadio, Wayne Justice
from the Port Canaveral Commission, and Suzy Fleming
Leonard, food and dining reporter with “Florida Today.”
The final roster of celebrity judges will be released at a
later date.
Those planning to attend this event can purchase

tickets in advance and save $10 off the regular admission
price ($20 per person in advance and $30 at the door for
general admission, $40 per person in advance and $50 at
the door for VIP entry). The VIP entrance will begin at
12 p.m. and includes a free drink and food tastings a full
hour before general admission, which begins at 1 p.m. VIP
ticket holders will also receive a VIP bag.
Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased online at
www.VisitCocoaBeach.com and in person at the Cocoa

Country singer Lorrie Morgan signs on to play at King Center in Melbourne
The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in Melbourne has just signed country singer Lorrie Morgan to
perform at 8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 3. Tickets for the concert start at $58. They can be purchased at KingCenter.com or by
phone at 242–2219. They are also sold at the King Center box office.
Morgan is releasing her first new album in five years, “Letting Go . . .Slow.” It is a collection that showcases a “rainbow of emotions, from the darkest heartache to the bright, shiny humor.” She was the first woman in her genre to begi n
her career with three consecutive Platinum albums (“Leave the Light On,” “Something in Red,” and “Watch Me”). Her
website is www.Lorrie.com

INSPIRE

7UXVWHGZLWK
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Sorensen

Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce office,
400 Fortenberry Road, Merritt Island.
The Convention and Visitors Bureau is still accepting
competitors, sponsors, silent–auction donations, table–top
vendors and volunteers for the event. Call 784–6444 or
e–mail MHooks@cocoabeachchamber.com for available
opportunities. For additional information on becoming a
Chamber partner, visit www.CocoaBeachChamber.com or
call 459–2200.
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‘Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll’
Continued from page 10
with our 1950s event theme,” said Windle.
Situated on a 42–acre campus at 3500 Sarno Road,
the 123,000–square–foot American Muscle Car Museum
includes three buildings.
The 18,000–square–foot showroom is attached to a
90,000–square–foot vehicle–display area. There is a
detached 15,000–square–foot maintenance and restoration facility on the property, too.
Pieloch has been a muscle–car collector for nearly
40 years. The first car he bought was in 1978. It was a
1965 Ford Mustang GT Fastback, which has remained in
his collection all these years.
The Women’s Center benefit is from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
A VIP Reception is set for 5 p.m. Individual tickets to
“Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll” are $150. The VIP
tickets are $250 each. Visit www.WomensCenter.net to
purchase tickets.
The VIP Reception will include a private tour of
Pieloch’s car collection, which features more than 260
vehicles valued at over $32 million. There are Mustangs,
Cudas, Road Runners, Corvettes, Vipers, Challengers,
Camaros, Cyclones and many others. It’s believed to be
one of the top 10 private collections of its kind in
America.
The fund–raiser will be catered by Green Turtle
Market of Indian Harbour Beach. There will be music
and dancing, and silent and live auctions.
Also, there will be a performance by 31–year–old
“Elvis” impersonator Joseph Hall, who starred in

“America’s Got Talent,” a popular TV show where he was
a Season 3 finalist. Hall is from Lincoln, Neb. His
performance is being paid for by the American Muscle
Car Museum. The fee is $7,500.
“He was 23 years old when he first appeared on
national television,” said Pieloch.
“I have seen him perform five times, including three
shows in Branson, Mo. He does an outstanding impersonation of Elvis and even looks like Elvis. I had him come
once to a Corvette Club gathering in Lincoln, Neb., and it
was the biggest turnout we ever had. Every member of
the club was there. It was the only club event where we
were able to do that.”
The Women’s Center is offering a range of sponsorships for “Ragtops, Carhops & Rock and Roll,” from
$1,000 to $20,000. “Mark has been very generous to the
Women’s Center and is offering an incentive to the
presenting sponsor ($20,000) of our event,” said Bain.
“They will have the opportunity to come back to the
American Muscle Car Museum at a date to be determined and enjoy a private champagne party. The
exclusive VIP tour will be for up to 20 people.”
“If someone is willing to support the Women’s Center
and be the presenting sponsor at $20,000, which is a
significant amount of money, it’s nice to do something
extra for them,” said Pieloch.
The $20,000 “Shelby Cobra” sponsorship includes
20 VIP Reception tickets, reserved seating, recognition as
the presenting sponsor on all of the Women’s Center’s

media advertising and collateral, a portrait by Baldino,
and recognition at all 2017 Women’s Center events.
There are various amenities at each sponsorship level.
To inquire about being an event sponsor of “Ragtops,
Carhops & Rock and Roll,” visit WomensCenter.net, or
contact Jenn Gould at 242–3110, extension 2125. Her
e–mail address is JGould@WomensCenter.net. Gould is
the Women’s Center development director.
“We are looking for sponsors for this event and there
are all types of opportunities for businesses and individuals to help the Women’s Center,” said Gould.
The money raised from “Ragtops, Carhops & Rock
and Roll” will help fund programs for the Women’s
Center. The not–for–profit organization serves thousands
of women and children annually in Brevard County.
The Women’s Center strives to address the needs of
women by giving them a step up toward safe, healthy,
self–sufficient lives.
Helping women to help themselves means making it
possible for Women’s Center clients to not only support
themselves, but also to become active and proud participants in the community.
“The funds we raise from ‘Ragtops & Carhops’ will go
toward our victim services, our counseling program, our
self–sufficiency program, our youth program, and other
services,” said Gould. “These programs and services have
a positive impact on the lives of a lot of people in the
community. By supporting the Women’s Center, you give
the gift of hope and you change lives for the better.”
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Tickets on sale for ‘Classic Albums Live Rockin’ New Year’s Eve Party’ at the King Center in Melbourne
The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts
and Brevard Music Group will present the “Classic
Albums Live 2017 Rockin’ New Year’s Eve Party” at
10 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 31, at the King Center in
Melbourne. The event will feature the hits of Creedence
Clearwater Revival and the Rolling Stones.
Regular tickets start at $30 (inclusive of fees). Party
packages start at $102 (inclusive of fees). Classic
Albums Live concerts have become a favorite of King
Center fans. A roster of “A–list musicians” perform the
“world’s greatest albums,” note–for–note, cut–for–cut,
as you remember hearing them. To make it even more
fun for the New Year’s Eve Party, the King Center
orchestra pit will be transformed into a dance floor.
The King Center’s Picnic on the Patio, which offers
reasonably priced grilled food, drinks, snacks and a
full–service bar, will open at 8 p.m. that day.
The concert will pause for a traditional countdown to
midnight to ring in the new year. The celebration will

come to a close at 12:30 a.m.
The party packages include a performance ticket,
one Picnic on the Patio voucher, four adult beverage
vouchers, a commemorative T–shirt, souvenir cup and

party favors.
Tickets may be purchased by visiting kingcenter.com
or by calling 242–2219. Tickets are also available at
BrevardMusicGroup.com or by calling 783–9004.

Annual sea–oats sale underway; order and pay deadline set for Jan. 27
VIERA — For beachside residents, it’s time to pre–purchase sea oats for dune planting through the annual sea–
oats sale offered by Brevard County’s Natural Resources Management Department and Keep Brevard Beautiful Inc.
Liner size sea oats are for sale in trays of 96 for $48 while supplies last. Quantities are limited this year, so order
early for the 14th annual sea–oats sale. Sea oats must be ordered and paid for by Friday, Jan. 27, and will be available
for pickup on Saturday, Feb. 4.
Sea oats are native to Brevard’s coastal communities and stabilize sand quickly by developing an extensive root
and rhizome system that holds onto sand and slows erosion. Sea oats also have the ability to build dunes, as the
grassy foliage and tall seed plumes trap windblown sand, which builds up at the plant base and stimulates the plants
to grow taller. The dunes that are formed are an important feature of the coastal ecosystem, as they provide habita t
for wildlife and protect upland property during wind and storm events.
For more information on this Brevard County program, call Paula Berntson at 633–2016, extension 52431, e–mail
Paula.Berntson@BrevardFl.gov.
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The Margaret Heins Foundation
Continued from page 11
through the efforts of the board of trustees, in giving very
careful consideration to what Margaret would have wanted
us to do with the money she left,” said Nash, who is board
certified in the practice of wills, trusts, and estates.
“We consider the pros and cons of each grant application and use a significant amount of due diligence throughout the process. I feel that the members of the board of
trustees work extremely well together, and have been good
stewards of Margaret’s funds. We fund organizations that
help improve the lives of people in need in the community.
These grants also enhance and enrich the cultural lives of
area residents,” added Nash.
Private foundations in the U.S. were very active
making grants in 2015, according to “Foundation Source,”
the nation’s largest provider of comprehensive services for
private foundations.
Private foundations granted 24.5 percent more total
dollars in 2015 than in 2014. Much of this increase was
attributable to foundations in the $1 million to $10 million
range, which granted a staggering 51.7 percent more in
2015 than the year prior. This growth likely reflects
increases in assets driven by a robust 2014 market
performance, including U.S. equities, the report said.
“We budget roughly 5 percent per year in distributions
of the rolling 12–month average from the prior year. The
money has gone to many organizations,” said Kucera.
Private foundations are required to distribute 5 percent
of their net average assets from the previous year.
Foundations with less than $1 million in assets

distributed 11.9 percent in 2015, according to the Foundation Source report, leading all such entities. Foundations in
the $1 million to $10 million category paid out 8.5 percent.
The largest foundations, those between $10 million and
$50 million, paid out 6.4 percent.
“We aim to fund to the extent that the money will
actually help the organization achieve its goals for the
particular grant The Margaret Heins Foundation awards,”
said Nash.
“Through the years, we’ve had repeat customers,
continuing donations to a lot of good causes in Brevard
County,” added Bray, who was once the CPA for Margaret
Heins.
At Health First Cape Canaveral Hospital in Cocoa
Beach, where Margaret Heins passed away, a center is
named in her honor. The Margaret Heins Educational
Center hosts a lot of community events that are related to
health fairs and other types of public gatherings. Volunteers use the facility, and educational training is conducted
there, too.
The Foundation money disbursed for the project was
spent completely upgrading the center and its multimedia
capabilities, including sound and video, and other components.
“All of the board of trustee members have been
ambassadors for The Margaret Heins Foundation reaching
out in the community,” said Nash.
“One of us may be at a meeting or a luncheon and hear
someone talk about an organization in need. We will

encourage that individual to have their organization
contact us so that we can give them a grant application to
submit to The Margaret Heins Foundation. We’re doing
our best to get the word out in the community to attract
more grant applications.”
The Margaret Heins Foundation accepts grant applications any time during the year. To initiate the process,
applicants must complete the preliminary application form
at www.MargaretHeins.org. The application can be
downloaded at the website. Return the completed application to: Foundation Chairman, Matthew Kucera, The
Margaret Heins Foundation, 440 S. Babcock St.,
Melbourne, Fla., 32901.
The trustees will determine if they are interested in
pursuing the request further. If interested, they will invite
the grant seeker to submit a grant application providing
more detailed information.
If the Margaret Heins Foundation invites a grant
seeker to make a formal grant application following the
submission of a preliminary application, it must be
received by either Sept. 1 or Feb. 1 in order to be considered for a grant award made in October or March of each
year.
“We have just launched our new website,” said Bray.
“The history of The Margaret Heins Foundation, the
funding, the grant applications and other information is
there. It’s an easy–to–use website. We are looking forward
to hearing from organizations in the community and
possibly helping them.”
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United Way of Brevard
Continued from page 1
Designed to be the first stop upon entering the KSC
Visitor Complex, Heroes & Legends uses the early
years of the space program to explore the concept of
heroism, and the qualities that defined the individuals,
such as John Glenn, who inspired future generations.
The 137,000–square–foot retro–fitted building marries
cutting–edge technology with special effects, priceless
artifacts, and thought–provoking exhibits.
“Heroes & Legends offers the opportunity to learn
about the amazing attributes of our heroes behind the
transformative and historical events that have shaped
the way we look at space, the world, and the future,”
said Protze.
“It not only entertains and inspires guests, but it
also lays the groundwork for their interactions throughout the other amazing Visitor Complex attractions to
create memorable space–themed experiences.”
Protze himself wanted to create a United Way of
Brevard Campaign that would especially attract
younger generations, including millennials, and he’s
doing that.
“The local United Way Campaigns have been very
successful through the years. But we wanted to challenge young people to come up with some new ideas
that will bring even more people under the Campaign
umbrella. And Zach Bosch (a member of Protze’s team)
came up with something incredible, ‘Handstands for
Hunger,’ which we are about to launch in a big way.”
Handstands for Hunger will raise money and
awareness for the work that United Way does in the
community providing food services for everyone from
children to seniors throughout Brevard County. Some
27 percent of families with children in Brevard are
“food insecure.”
Here’s how the community can get behind Handstands for Hunger and raise money for United Way of
Brevard: Take a picture or a video of yourself doing a
handstand or give it your best try, or even have
someone help. Then post it on Twitter, Instagram, or
Facebook using #HandstandsForHunger. Challenge
your friends, family and co–workers to help raise
awareness with you.
Protze said he would like to see Brevard County
make the “Guinness World Records” for the Handstands for Hunger feat.
“We looked it up and the world record is 399 people
doing a handstand at one time. It would be a fun thing
for Brevard to set the record for handstands. We’re
trying to get the word out to see if we can create a
community for Handstands for Hunger. I think it is a
great initiative and hopefully it will grow.”
The most people doing a handstand simultaneously
were 399 at an event organized in Wevelgem, Belgium,
on Sept. 17, 2006, according to Guinness World
Records.
Delaware North will donate one dollar to the United
Way of Brevard Community Care Fund for the first
10,000 #HandstandsForHunger posts on the combined
social–media platforms by Jan. 30.
Do you want to give? You can donate by texting the
word “Handstands” to 41444 and you’ll receive a text
DECEMBER 26, 2016

with a link to donate. “Delaware North will match,
dollar–for–dollar, every donation received by Jan. 30,”
said Alecia Blattler, United Way of Brevard’s director of
workplace giving, who works closely with companies
and organizations that run workplace Campaigns.
Additionally, the KSC Visitor Complex will host the
inaugural “Space Race” to raise money for the Campaign. This is a 2–mile and 4–mile walk–run set for
Friday, Jan. 20, at the KSC Visitor Complex.
The race will start at 7:30 p.m. The packet pickup
will begin at 5 p.m. There will be a post–race party in
the Rocket Garden. Awards will be presented by former
astronaut Jon McBride. To register for the Space Race,
visit KennedySpaceCenter.com/SpaceRace2017. The fee
is $25 for the 2–mile run and $30 for the 4–mile run,
until Jan. 6. The prices go up after that date.
The Space Race is also seeking event sponsors. They
range from $250 to $5,000 and there are various
amenities at each giving level. For example, the $500
Mercury–Redstone level includes verbal sponsorship
recognition at the award ceremony, two complimentary
race entries, and promotional items. For more information on being a sponsor of Space Race, contact Emily
McQuade at EMcQuade@DelawareNorth.com or call
449–4827. Another contact is Megan Poulsen. Her
e–mail address is MPoulsen@DelawareNorth.com, or
call 449–4849.
As the Campaign chairman for United Way of
Brevard, Protze — a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and
bachelor’s degree graduate of the State University of
New York’s Empire State College — works with other
company Campaigns in the region helping them reach
their goals.
“One thing we carried over from last year’s Campaign was the ‘CEO Breakfast,’ which was very successful. The CEOs really drive the enthusiasm of the
Campaign. We got together in a room and talked about
some neat and innovative ideas to raise money for the
Campaign. I think we hosted five CEO Breakfast
events around the county, and we saw great turnouts.”
He added, “Something we need to focus on in
Brevard County is rallying all the CEOs together
versus just what each individual Campaign is doing. I
think that is a way to win and be successful. If you get
everybody’s competitive juices flowing, it uplifts the
entire Campaign. And that’s what we’re looking to do in
this late push to reach the Campaign goal.”
Protze has been all over Brevard County in his role
with United Way.
“One of the most powerful things for me this year
was visiting the different agencies that the United Way
Campaign supports. We also invited our associates to
go with us on these agency tours. It wakes you up about
the issues people in the community face. It really opens
up people’s eyes and puts them in the giving spirit, I
think.”
Protze visited the Central Brevard Sharing Center
and met with David Brubaker, the president and chief
executive officer. “He told me the story of a gentleman
who was living in the woods and had lost his way in life.
This individual showed up one day at the door of the
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Central Brevard Sharing Center and wanted to start
volunteering. He didn’t want any money. He kept
coming back and finally they offered him a job. He’s
now a manager there. What a great story.”
Another great story took place at the Brevard
Achievement Center. An individual had sent out more
than 100 resumes trying to land a job. “He was able to
find work through one of the United Way of Brevard
agencies, the BAC. He’s totally excited and making a
living for himself. I went to the BAC and to other
agencies. I met some of these kids in need. I think it’s
very important for a Campaign chairman to go to as
many agencies as possible and see firsthand the impact
the money is having on the lives of people in this
county,” he said.
United Way Worldwide is calling on President–elect
Donald Trump to support and invest in initiatives
related to health, education, and financial stability
within the first 100 days of his new administration.
United Way is engaged in nearly 1,200 U.S. communities and is focused on creating community–based
solutions that ensure that no one is left behind.
Some of its recommendations for the new administration include:
l Strengthening the charitable deduction: Preserving this deduction enables nonprofits to continue to
fund and provide services that advance the common
good. Additionally, the deduction should be expanded to
non–itemizers by creating a special deduction for them
or by moving the deduction “above–the–line.”
l Expanding the Child Tax Credit and Earned
Income Tax Credit: The Child Tax Credit (CTC) and
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) are “proven tools”
that support work and reduce poverty, but millions of
workers are largely excluded from the credits. United
Way says “it’s time to strengthen CTC for the lowest
income workers and those with very young children,
and expand the EITC for workers not raising children
at home.”
These recommendations, and others, would help
uplift local communities, according to United Way.
With the community’s support, United Way of
Brevard can connect people facing crisis to the resources they need to survive. The organization also
helps build the skill sets necessary to move them from
merely surviving to thriving by focusing on the fundamental building blocks of life — education, income, and
health.
Together, these building blocks create a sturdy
foundation not only for one family, but also for the
entire community. Gifts and donations can be mailed
to: United Way of Brevard, 937 Dixon Blvd., Cocoa,
Fla., 32922.
Meanwhile, at the KSC Visitor Complex, the United
Way of Brevard Campaign posters have been enlarged
to roughly six–feet tall so the associates can glance at
them and see how close the dollar thermometer is to the
Campaign goal. The posters are on outdoor walls in one
area of the compound. “It has helped motivate the
associates. They like to see their progress as we get
closer and closer to the Campaign goal,” said Protze.
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